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HINTS, 

&c. 

INTRODUCTION. 

IT  is  with  considerable  diffidence  that  the 
Writer  offers  to  the  attention  of  Mothers, 
and  those  engaged  in  the  care  and  instruction 
of  young  children,  the  following  Remarks ; 
though  she  hopes  that  their  heing  the  simple 
result  of  experience,  will  compensate  for  their 
imperfections. 

The  origin  of  this  little  work  was  as  fol- 
lows: The  Author  having  formed  a  few 
rules,  as  directions  for  her  nursemaid,  in  the 
management  of  her  first  child,  committed 
them  to  paper,  that  they  might  be  the  more 
clearly  understood  and  remembered ;  and  as 
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she  found  these  written  rules  beneficial  in 
her  own  nursery,  she  conceived  they  might 
prove  useful  to  others.  Whilst  attempting, 
however,  to  improve  and  enlarge  them,  she 
was  persuaded  they  touched  upon  so  many 
important  points,  they  were  so  closely  inter- 
woven with  the  first  principles  of  education, 
that  they  could  not,  with  propriety,  be  ad- 
dressed to  those  whose  duty  is  more  to  obey 
than  to  rule ;  and  that  they  were  most  likely 
to  be  useful  as  an  assistance  to  a  mother,  in 
the  exercise  of  her  own  authority,  in  training 
those  who  are  to  act  under  her,  and  in  es- 
tablishing the  discipline  of  her  nursery.  Nor 
was  it  considered  incompatible  with  such  an 
object  to  retain  the  one  chapter  which  treats 
exclusively  of  "  the  motives  that  should  in- 
fluence a  nurse ;"  but  this,  being  in  some 
measure  unconnected  with  the  rest  of  the 
work,  is  placed  in  the  Appendix. 

Those  "  are   the    golden    hours  of  child- 
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hood,"  which  are  spent  in  the  society  of  a 
good  mother ;  and  it  is  evident  that  a  mother 
cannot  do  full  justice  to  her  family,  unless  a 
considerahle  portion  of  her  time  he  devoted 
to  it.  But,  in  the  various  engagements  and 
duties  of  life,  her  children  cannot  he  her  ex- 
clusive object;  and,  as  an  injurious  influ- 
ence, though  but  casually  exerted,  may  coun- 
teract the  effects  of  continued  care,  it  is  of  no 
small  importance  that  those,  to  whom  she 
confides  them,  whatever  be  their  office,  should 
be  fitted,  as  far  as  they  are  capable  of  it,  to 
supply  her  place  during  her  absence.  They 
should  therefore  be  chosen  with  caution  and 
discretion,  instructed  in  that  part  of  education 
which  devolves  upon  them,  and  their  defects, 
as  far  as  possible,  remedied. 

Good  education  must  be  the  result  of  one 
consistent  and  connected  system;  and  both 
the  nursery  and  school-room  will  become 
scenes  of  insubordination,  or  sources  of  dis- 
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appointment,  if  authority  be  opposed  to  au- 
thority,   and  influence    counteract  influence. 
A  judicious  mother  will,  therefore,  keep  the 
reins  in  her  own  hands ;  she  will  be  the  only 
source  of  power ;    and  her  assistants  should 
exercise    authority,     whether    more   or   less, 
simply  as  derived  from  her,  and  in  subjection 
to  her.     If,  at  any  time,  they  assume  a  power 
which  does  not  belong  to  them,  if  they  take 
more  than  is  given,  they  outstep  the  bounds 
of  duty,    and,   in    that   proportion   diminish 
their  value  to  the  parent,  and  their  useful- 
ness to  the  children.     On  the  other  hand,  an 
assistant  should  receive  the  unvarying  sup- 
port and  sanction  of  a  mother,  whilst  acting 
within  the  prescribed  limits,   and  exercising 
that  portion  of  authority  which  has  been  con- 
fided to  her.     To  lay  down  these  limits — to 
determine  what   should    be  this  portion,  re- 
quires an  exercise  of  discretion  on  the  part 
of  the  mother.      It  must  depend  upon  the 
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situation  and  character  of  those  to  whom  she 
entrusts  her  children,  and  upon  her  own  indi- 
vidual circumstances. 

The  principles  touched  upon  in  the  fol- 
lowing Remarks  may  be  applied  to  education 
in  general ;  although  they  are  brought  for- 
ward with  a  more  particular  reference  to  the 
earlier  periods  of  childhood.  It  is  probable 
that  education  may  be  begun  sooner  than  is 
generally  supposed.  The  sympathies,  even 
of  infants,  are  quick,  and  powerfully  affected 
by  the  manners,  looks,  and  tones  of  voice  of 
those  about  them.  Something,  therefore, 
may  undoubtedly  be  done  towards  influenc- 
ing the  mind  in  the  first  two  or  three  years 
of  infancy ;  but  this  will  be  effected  more  by 
avoiding  what  is  hurtful,  as  irritation  or 
alarm,  than  by  aiming  at  premature  excel- 
lence. The  minds  of  children,  as  their 
bodies,  are  not  to  be  forced.  We  are  to  fol- 
low the  leadings  of  nature — "  to  go  her  pace ' 
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— to  be  ever  watchful,  diligent,  and  alert — to 
make  the  best  use  of  the  opportunities  and 
advantages  which  she  throws  in  our  way  :  for 
it  is  to  be  remembered,  that  nature  may  be 
cramped  and  forced,  rather  than  corrected 
and  improved  ;  and  that,  in  every  doubtful 
case,  it  is  wise  to  incline  to  the  lenient,  rather 
than  to  the  severe  side  of  the  question ;  be- 
cause an  excess  of  freedom  is  safer  than  too 
much  restraint. 


GENERAL  PRINCIPLES   OF  EDUCATION. 

SUCCESS  in  Education  depends, 
FIRST. — More  on  Prevention  than  Cure  : 
more  on  securing  our  children  from  injury, 
than  on  forcing  upon  them  what  is  right.  If 
we  wish,  for  instance,  to  render  a  child  cou- 
rageous, we  shall  effect  it,  not  so  much  by 
urging  and  compelling  him  to  feats  of  har- 
dihood, as  by  guarding  him  from  all  impres- 
sions of  terror,  or  from  witnessing  a  weak  and 
cowardly  spirit  in  others. 

SECONDLY. — On  Example  rather  than  on 
Precept  and  Advice. 

As  the  bodies  of  children  are  impercep- 
tibly affected  by  the  air  they  breathe,  so  are 
their  minds  by  the  moral  atmosphere  which 
surrounds  them ;  that  is,  the  tone  of  charac- 
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ter  and  general  influence  of  those  with  whom 
they  live. 


THIRDLY. — On  forming  Habits,  rather 
than  on  inculcating  rules. 

It  is  little  to  tell  a  child  what  to  do ;  we 
must  show  him  how  to  do  it,  and  see  that  it 
is  done.  It  is  nothing  to  enact  laws,  if  we 
do  not  take  care  that  they  are  put  into  prac- 
tice, and  adopted  as  hahits.  This  is  the 
chief  business  of  education,  and  the  most 
neglected  ;  for  it  is  more  easy  to  command, 
than  to  teach  and  enforce.  For  example  ;  a 
child  will  never  know  how  to  write  by  a  set 
of  rules,  however  complete ;  the  pen  must  be 
put  into  his  hand,  and  the  power  acquired 
by  repeated  efforts,  and  continued  prac- 
tice. 


FOURTHLY. — On  regulating  our  Conduct. 
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with  reference  to  the  Formation  of  the  Cha- 
racter when  matured,  rather  than  by  con- 
fining our  Views  to  the  immediate  effect  of 
our  labour. 

Premature  acquirements,  premature  quick- 
ness of  mind,  premature  feeling,  and  even 
premature  propriety  of  conduct,  are  not  often 
the  evidences  of  real  strength  of  character, 
and  are  rarely  followed  by  corresponding 
fruits  in  future  life. 

LASTLY. — On  bearing  in  mind  a  just  sense 
of  the  Comparative  Importance  of  the  objects 
at  which  we  aim. 

As,  in  the  general  conduct  of  life,  it  is  the 
part  of  wisdom  to  sacrifice  the  less  to  the 
greater  good,  so  is  this  eminently  the  case  in 
the  subject  before  us.  Now  the  primary, 
the  essential  object  of  education  is  this, — to 


10  PRINCIPLES    OF   EDUCATION. 

form  in  children  a  religious  habit  of  mind, 
founded  on  the  divine  principles  of  Chris- 
tianity, and  leading  to  the  habitual  exercise 
of  practical  virtue.  To  this,  all  other  attain- 
ments are  wholly  subordinate. 

These  points,  though  frequently  referred 
to  in  the  following  Observations,  are  thus 
stated  separately,  that  they  may  be  the  more 
easily  kept  in  view,  as  fundamental  principles 
of  universal  application,  in  executing  the  par- 
ticular directions  that  follow. 
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TRUTH  AND    SINCERITY. 

NOTHING,  perhaps,  is  more  beautiful,  or 
more  rare,  than  a  character  in  which  is  no 
guile.  Guile  insinuates  itself  into  our  hearts 
and  conduct,  to  a  degree  of  which  we  are 
little  aware.  Many  who  would  he  shocked 
at  an  actual  breach  of  truth,  are,  notwith- 
standing, far  from  sincere  in  manner  or  con- 
versation. The  mode  in  which  they  speak 
of  others,  when  absent,  is  wholly  inconsistent 
with  their  professions  to  them  when  present. 
They  will  relate  a  fact,  not  falsely,  but  lean- 
ing to  that  side  which  tells  best  for  them- 
selves ;  they  represent  their  own  actions  in 
the  fairest  colours ;  they  have  an  excuse 
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ever  ready  for  themselves,  and  too  often  at 
the  expense  of  others.  Such  conduct,  if  not 
coming  under  the  character  of  direct  false- 
hood, is  certainly  a  species  of  deceit  to  be 
severely  condemned,  and  strictly  guarded 
against,  not  only  in  ourselves,  hut  in  our 
children  ;  for  we  shall  find  them  early  prone 
to  art,  and  quick  in  imbibing  it  from  others. 
It  is  not  enough,  therefore,  to  speak  the 
truth  :  our  whole  behaviour  to  them  should 
be  sincere,  upright,  fair,  and  without  artifice  ; 
and  it  is  experience  alone  that  can  prove  the 
excellent  effects  that  will  result  from  such  a 
course  of  conduct.  Let  all  who  are  engaged 
in  the  care  of  children  consider  it  as  a  duty 
of  primary,  of  essential  importance,  never  to 
deceive  them,  never  to  employ  cunning  to 
gain  their  ends,  or  to  spare  present  trouble. 
Let  them  not,  for  instance,  to  prevent  a  fit 
of  crying,  excite  expectation  of  a  pleasure 
which  they  are  not  certain  can  be  procured ; 
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or  assure  a  child  that  the  medicine  he  must 
take  is  nice,  when  they  know  to  the  contrary. 
If  a  question  he  asked  them,  which  they  are 
unwilling  or  unahle  to  answer,  let  them  freely 
confess  it,  and  heware  of  assuming  power  or 
knowledge  which  they  do  not  possess  ;  for  all 
artifice  is  not  only  sinful,  hut  is  generally 
detected,  even  hy  children  :  and  we  shall  ex- 
perience the  truth  of  the  old  proverh,  "  a 
cunning  trick  helps  hut  once,  and  hinders 
ever  after."  No  one  who  is  not  experiment- 
ally acquainted  with  children,  would  conceive 
how  clearly  they  distinguish  "between  truth 
and  artifice  ;  or  how  readily  they  adopt  those 
equivocal  expedients  in  their  own  behalf, 
which,  they  perceive,  are  practised  against 
them. 

Great  caution  is  required  in  making  pro- 
mises, and  in  threatening  punishment ;  but 
we  must  be  rigid  in  the  performance  of  the 
one,  and  in  the  infliction  of  the  other.  If, 
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for  example,  we  assure  a  child  uncondition- 
ally, that  after  his  lessons  he  shall  have  a  top 
or  a  ball,  no  subsequent  ill  behaviour  on  his 
part  should  induce  us  to  deprive  him  of  it. 
Naughty  or  good,  the  top  must  be  his  ;  and  if 
it  be  necessary  to  punish  him,  we  must  do  it 
in  some  other  way  than  by  breach  of  engage- 
ment. For  our  word,  once  passed,  must  not 
be  broken. 

We  should  labour  to  excite  in  children  a 
detestation  of  all  that  is  mean,  cunning,  or 
false ;  to  inspire  them  with  a  spirit  of  open- 
ness, honour,  and  perfect  honesty;  making 
them  feel  how  noble  it  is,  not  merely  to  speak 
the  truth,  but  to  speak  the  simple  unaltered 
truth,  whether  it  tell  for  or  against  them- 
selves ;  but  this  we  cannot  effect,  unless  our 
example  uniformly  concur  with  our  instruc- 
tions. We  should  teach  them  not  only  to 
confess  their  faults,  but  to  confess  them  freely, 
and  entirely,  without  prefacing  them  by  ex- 
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cuses,  or  endeavouring    to  lessen  their  own 
offence    by    laying    blame     upon     another. 
When  referring  to  others  their  mutual  com- 
plaints and  disputes,  they  should  be  warned 
to   relate   the  case  honourably  and  fairly — 
to   state   both  sides  of  the  question — to  be 
willing  to  accuse  themselves  as  well  as  their 
companions.     In  these  points,  even  conscien- 
tious  children,   who  dread  a  falsehood,    are 
extremely  prone  to  equivocate,  and  to  keep 
back,  at  least,  part  of  the  truth.     The  habit 
of  idle  gossiping,  of  seeking  and  dispensing 
amusement,    by   hearing    and  repea  ing   the 
affairs  of  others,  is  one  great  source  of  mis- 
representation, and  not  unfrequently  even  of 
direct  falsehood.      The  dawnings  of  such  a 
habit  are  to  be  checked,    the    meanness   of 
tale-bearing  and  detraction  must  be  strongly 
impressed  upon  the  mind  in   early  life,   and 
children   reminded   that  not  only  duty,  but 
a  sense  of  honour,  should  lead  us  to  speak 
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of  others  in  absence  as  we  would  do  in  their 
presence. 

The  confusion  and  undesigned  inaccuracy 
so  often  to  be  observed  in  conversation,  es- 
pecially in  that  of  uneducated  persons,  proves 
that  "  truth  needs  to  be  cultivated  as  a  talent 
as  well  as  a  virtue;"  children  require  not 
only  to  be  told  to  speak  the  truth,  but  taught 
how  to  do  it.  To  this  end,  it  will  be  highly 
beneficial  to  accustom  them  gradually,  and  by 
continued  practice,  to  give  an  accurate  ac- 
count of  what  they  have  read  or  seen,  and  to 
relate  correctly  circumstances  in  which  they 
have  themselves  been  engaged  ;  for  this  per- 
spicuity and  precision  are  commonly  the  re- 
sult not  only  of  good  principle,  but  of  intel- 
lectual cultivation.  Dr.  Johnson  observes, 
"  Nothing  but  experience  can  evince  the 
frequency  of  false  information ;  some  men 
relate  what  they  think  as  what  they  know ; 
some  men  of  confused  memories  and  habitual 


TRUTH   AND    SINCERITY.  17 

inaccuracy  ascribe  to  one  man  what  belongs 
to  another,  and  some  talk  on  without  thought 
or  care.  Accustom  your  children,  therefore, 
to  a  strict  attention  to  truth,  even  in  the 
most  minute  particulars :  if  a  thing  happened 
at  one  window,  and  they,  when  relating  it, 
say  that  it  happened  at  another,  do  not  let  it 
pass,  but  instantly  check  them ;  you  do  not 
know  where  deviation  from  truth  will  end. 

IT  IS  MORE  FROM  CARELESSNESS  ABOUT  TRUTH, 
THAN  FROM  INTENTIONAL  LYING,  THAT  THERE 
IS  SO  MUCH  FALSEHOOD  IN  THE  WORLD."* 

On  no  account  whatever  let  anything  be 
said  or  done  in  the  nursery,  that  Mamma  is 
not  to  be  told. 

In  case  of  any  unpleasant  occurrence,  it  is 
the  duty  of  a  nurse  to  take  the  earliest  op- 
portunity of  informing  her  mistress  ;  and  to 
do  this,  when  she  can  with  propriety,  in  the 

*  See  Boswell's  Life  of  Johnson,  octavo,  vol.  iii. 
pp.  249,  250. 

C 


TRUTH   AND    SINCERITY. 

presence  of  the  children.  She  is  ever  to 
enforce  the  same  habit  among  them,  en- 
couraging them,  if  they  have  met  with  an 
accident,  or  committed  a  fault,  at  once  (for 
in  these  cases,  delays  are  dangerous)  to  go 
to  their  mother,  and  freely  to  confess  it  to 
her. 

It  is  desirable,  as  far  as  possible,  to  mani- 
fest confidence  in  the  honour  and  veracity  of 
children ;  for  we  should  wish  deceit  and 
falsehood  to  be  considered  among  them  as 
offences  of  which  we  do  not  even  suppose 
them  capable :  to  accuse  a  child  falsely, 
breaks  his  spirit,  and  lowers  his  sense  of 
honour.  If  we  have,  at  any  time,  reason  to 
suspect  a  child  of  telling  a  falsehood,  or  of 
concealing  the  truth,  great  caution  is  neces- 
sary in  betraying  that  suspicion.  We  should 
endeavour  to  ascertain  the  fact  by  our  own 
observation,  or  the  evidence  of  others,  rather 
than  by  the  common  expedient  of  question- 
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ing  the  child  himself,  or  strongly  urging  him 
to  confession ;  for,  in  so  doing,  we  shall  often 
lead  him,  if  he  be  guilty,  to  repeat  the  false- 
hood ;  or,  if  innocent  and  timid,  to  plead 
guilty  to  a  fault  which  he  has  not  committed. 
Besides,  no  small  care  is  necessary  that  we 
do  not  bring  children  into  temptation,  or  put 
too  much  to  the  proof  their  still  weak  and 
unformed  principles.  There  are  many  sus- 
picious cases,  the  truth  of  which,  being  buried 
in  the  breast  of  a  child,  cannot  be  discovered  ; 
and  these  it  is  generally  wiser  to  leave  un- 
noticed;  at  the  same  time  more  vigilantly 
observing  the  offender,  and  treating  him  with 
the  greater  strictness  upon  those  occasions  in 
which  the  truth  can  be  ascertained  by  posi- 
tive evidence.  For  example;  were  a  child 
to  assure  me  that  he  had  so  many  times  read 
over  his  lesson  to  himself,  and  I  had  reason 
to  doubt  the  fact,  I  would  let  it  pass  in 
silence,  dreading  the  effects  of  ill-placed 
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suspicion,  and  knowing  that,  if  he  were 
guilty  and  should  choose  to  deny  it,  I  had  no 
means  by  which  to  convict  him.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  a  child  tell  a  nurse  that  his 
mother  had  desired  she  should  give  him  fruit, 
or  a  cake,  and  she  suspect  he  is  deceiving 
her,  let  her  say  nothing  to  him  at  the  time, 
but  apply,  without  his  knowledge,  to  the 
mother ;  should  her  suspicions  be  confirmed, 
the  child  is  convicted,  and  the  opportunity  is 
at  once  afforded  for  reproving  and  correcting 
him  with  decision. 

If  we  have  grounds  for  supposing  a  child 
guilty  of  some  common  offence,  although,  as 
has  before  been  remarked  with  regard  to 
falsehood,  it  is  better  to  ascertain  the  truth 
by  evidence,  rather  than  by  the  forced  con- 
fession of  the  suspected  party;  yet,  some- 
times, it  may  be  necessary  to  question  the 
child  himself.  This  must  be  done  with  great 
caution,  not  with  the  vehemence  and  hurry 


TRUTH  AND    SINCERITY.  21 

so  commonly  employed  on  such  occasions ; 
but  with  calmness  and  affection.  We 
should  forbid  him  to  answer  in  haste,  or 
without  consideration,  reminding  him  of  the 
extreme  importance  and  happy  consequences 
of  truth,  of  our  tenderness  towards  him, 
and  willingness  to  forgive,  if  he  freely  con- 
fess his  fault,  and  show  himself  upright  and 
honourable  in  his  conduct :  for  truth  being 
the  corner-stone  of  practical  goodness,  we 
must  be  ready,  when  necessary,  to  sacrifice 
to  it  less  important  points ;  and,  for  the  sake 
of  this  leading  object,  to  pass  over  many 
smaller  offences. 

I  cannot  close  the  subject  before  us,  with- 
out a  warning  against  a  severe,  repulsive, 
disheartening,  or  satirical  system  in  the 
management  of  children.  Nothing  is  so 
likely  to  produce  in  them,  especially  in  those 
of  timid  dispositions,  reserve,  pusillanimity, 
and  duplicity  of  character.  On  the  other 
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hand,  good  discipline  will  greatly  promote 
habits  of  integrity  and  openness.  But  it  is 
to  be  remembered,  that  the  best  discipline 
is  always  combined  with  freedom,  mildness, 
sympathy,  and  affection. 
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ALL  who  are  engaged  in  bringing  up  children 
must,  necessarily,  possess  a  certain  share  of 
power  or  authority  over  them.  This  power 
being  the  chief  instrument  in  education, 
it  is  to  the  injudicious  use  which  is  made  of 
it,  that  many  of  the  prevalent  defects  amongst 
children  are  to  be  ascribed.  On  the 
one  hand,  we  may  observe  self  indulgence, 
insubordination,  and  disobedience;  on  the 
other,  a  broken  and  depressed  spirit,  one  of 
the  most  serious,  and  least  curable  evils 
which  ill-management,  on  the  part  of  those 
who  govern,  can  occasion  :  —  the  former, 
arising  from  a  weak,  indecisive,  and  irregular 
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exercise  of  authority ;    the  latter,  from  cold- 
ness and  severity. 

It  is  our  business  to  steer  as  clear  as  pos- 
sible between  these  opposite  evils — bearing 
in  mind  that  it  is  essential  to  the  welfare  of 
children  to  know  how  to  obey,  to  submit 
their  wills,  and  to  bear  a  denial ;  while,  at 
the  same  time,  their  minds  should  be  left 
free  and  vigorous,  open  to  every  innocent 
enjoyment,  and  unfettered  by  the  thraldom 
of  fear.  We  shall  best  unite  these  important 
advantages  by  an  authority  firm  but  affec- 
tionate, equally  free  from  peevishness  or  ill 
temper,  and  an  excess  of  indulgence,  regular 
and  consistent,  never  unnecessarily  called 
into  action,  but  always  with  effect ;  exercised 
with  a  simple  view  to  the  good  of  those  under 
our  care,  according  to  the  dictates  of  judg- 
ment, and  from  the  principle  of  love ;  for  the 
reproofs,  corrections,  and  restraints  which 
are  necessarily  imposed  upon  children,  should 


AUTHORITY   AND   OBEDIENCE.  25 

spring  from  love,  as  well  as  the  encourage- 
ments and  indulgences  which  we  bestow  upon 
them : — 

"  Such  authority  in  show, 

When  most  severe  and  must'ring  all  its  force, 

Is  but  the  graver  countenance  of  love, 

Whose  favour,  like  the  clouds  of  spring,  may  low'r, 

And  utter,  now  and  then,  an  awful  voice, 

But  has  a  blessing  in  its  darkest  frown, 

Threatening  at  once  and  nourishing  the  plant." 

Authority  thus  guarded,  combining,  in 
right  proportion,  decision  and  mildness,  will 
produce  in  the  subjects  of  it  an  invaluable 
union  of  happy  freedom  and  ready  obedience. 

Decision  of  character  is  essential  to  suc- 
cess in  the  business  of  education.  "  Weak- 
ness in  every  form  tempts  arrogance  ;  when  a 
firm,  decisive  spirit  is  recognised,  it  is  curious 
to  see  how  the  space  clears  around  a  man, 
and  leaves  him  room  and  freedom.  I  have 
known  several  parents,  both  fathers  and  mo- 
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thers,  whose  management  of  their  families  has 
answered  this  description,  and  has  displayed 
a  striking  example  of  the  facile  complacency 
with  which  a  number  of  persons  of  different 
ages  and  dispositions  will  yield  to  the  deci- 
sions of  a  firm  mind,  acting  on  an  equitable 
and  enlightened  system."  *  But  while  we  do 
justice  to  this  great  and  most  effectual  qua- 
lity, it  must  never  be  forgotten  that  decision, 
when  untempered  by  affection,  and  unpoised 
by  a  wise,  considerate,  generous  estimate  of 
the  rights  of  others,  too  quickly  degenerates 
into  sternness  and  severity. 

And  is  not  authority  often  converted  into 
an  instrument  of  evil  rather  than  of  good,  by 
being  exerted  for  self- gratification,  from  tem- 
per, from  impulse,  and  sometimes  from  thatlove 
of  rule  which  closely  borders  upon  tyranny  ? 

What  is  more  common,  too,  than  a  fre- 
quent, weak,  irritating  exercise  of  power, 
*  Foster's  Essay  on  Decision  of  Character. 
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which  teases  the  child,  and  frets  his  temper, 
whilst  it  rarely  commands  his  obedience  ? 

A  nurse  forbids  a  child  to  meddle  with  the 
pen  and  ink  with  which  he  is  playing,  but  he 
goes  on,  as  if  deaf  to  her  voice.  She  re- 
peats her  prohibition  in  a  louder  and  more 
peevish  tone,  "  Don't  do  so,  I  will  tell  your 
papa ;  I  shall  punish  you  if  you  go  on."  The 
child  obeys  perhaps  for  a  minute ;  but  having 
often  heard  the  like  threats,  and  as  rarely 
found  them  executed,  be  soon  creeps  to  the 
table,  and  again  lays  hold  of  the  forbidden 
objects. 

The  nurse  complains  how  unmanageable  are 
her  children,  little  supposing  that  she  herself 
is  the  cause  ! 

She  should,  in  the  first  instance,  with  kind- 
ness and  decision,  have  told  the  child  that 
she  forbad  his  playing  with  ink  and  pens,  and, 
therefore,  that  it  must  not  be  done.  Should 
more  be  necessary,  let  her  add,  that  in  case 
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of  his  once  again  transgressing,  she  shall  be 
obliged  to  send  him  out  of  the  room,  or  to 
take  him  to  his  papa. 

The  absolute  necessity  of  executing  these 
threats  has  already  been  remarked. 

When  the  child  sees  his  attendant  rise  to 
do  it,  he  will  very  often,  then,  relent,  and 
then  submit,  promising  to  repeat  liis  offence 
no  more  ;  but  this  should  make  no  difference  ; 
it  would  be  merely  adding  to  future  trouble, 
and  to  future  disobedience — Our  word,  once 
passed,  must  not  be  broken. 

Also,  if  a  child  be  fretting  or  crying,  it 
will  little  avail  to  say  that  he  is  naughty,  and 
to  order  him  many  times  to  be  still.  Rather 
let  him  be  told  that,  if  in  five  minutes  (for 
we  should  allow  him  time  to  recover  himself) 
he  is  not  perfectly  quiet,  he  must  be  re- 
moved from  the  table,  or  sent  into  the  next 
room. 

In  such  cases,  it  is  of  comparatively  little 
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use  to  threaten  punishment,  generally  —  we 
should  always  state  the  particular  privation 
which  we  mean  to  impose. 

It  is  the  result  of  experience,  that  authority 
is  to  he  established  rather  by  actions  than 
words.  What  is  vulgarly  called  scolding,  is 
altogether  unnecessary ;  the  government  of 
the  tongue  is  therefore  essential  to  those 
engaged  in  the  business  of  education.  In 
mind  and  action  we  should  be  firm ;  in  man- 
ner mild  and  quiet.  It  is  a  common  mistake 
to  talk  too  much,  to  make  too  much  noise 
in  managing  children — a  multiplicity  of  words 
—  complaints — encouragements  —  rebukes — 
threats — but  nothing  done,  nothing  affected, 
when  probably  one  decided  action  would 
have  accomplished  the  object  without  farther 
trouble. 

For  example ;  a  child  gives  way  to  temper 
and  passionate  crying  at  his  morning  dress- 
ing ;  the  nurse  prolongs  the  evil,  and  adds  to 
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the  noise  by  her  upbraidings  and  persuasions, 
which,  at  the  moment  of  irritation,  of  course 
avail  nothing.  She  had  better  be  silent  at 
the  time,  calmly  pursuing  her  usual  course, 
and  at  breakfast,  should  her  mistress  approve 
it,  the  offender  may  be  deprived  of  some  little 
indulgence  which  the  other  children  are  en- 
joying. Only  let  her  take  care  to  do  this 
with  kindness,  explaining  the  reason  of  her 
conduct,  but  not  upbraiding  him  with  his 
fault ;  assuring  him  of  the  pain  it  gives  her 
to  deprive  him  of  any  gratification,  and  of  the 
pleasure  she  will  feel  in  bestowing  the  same 
upon  him  when  his  behaviour  shall  deserve 
it.  This  mode  of  proceeding  will  effect  more 
than  an  abundant  repetition  of  mere  admoni- 
tions and  rebukes. 

So  also,  if  a  child  behave  unusually  well, 
or  obtain  some  victory  over  himself,  encou- 
ragement will  leave   a  more   beneficial  and 
more  lasting  impression,  if,  instead  of  saying 
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anything  to  him  at  the  time,  we  take  an  early 
opportunity  of  bestowing  some  favour  upon 
him,  reminding  him  of  the  cause  of  this  indul- 
gence, and  then  expressing  our  approbation 
of  his  conduct. 

With  children,  a  vigilant  superintendence 
is  required,  but  not  a  frequent  interference. 

The  object  of  education  "is  to  preserve 
them  from  evil,  not  from  childishness." 

We  should,  therefore,  be  very  lenient  to 
those  errors  which  are  more  "  the  defects  of 
the  age  than  of  the  individual,"  and  which 
time,  there  is  little  doubt,  will  remove,  reserv- 
ing our  authority  to  be  exercised  with  the 
more  effect  on  important  occasions — such  oc- 
casions as  bear  upon  fundamental  principles 
and  moral  habits. 

Children  must  and  should  be  children  still, 
and  it  is  our  duty  to  sympathize  with  them 
as  such :  to  impose  upon  them  no  unneces- 
sary restraint,  to  grant  them  every  harmless 
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gratification,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  to  pro- 
mote their  truest  enjoyment,  remembering 
that  although  the  day  is  often  cloudy,  yet  it 
is  mercifully  ordered  that  the  dawn  of  life 
should  be  bright  and  happy,  unless  by  mis- 
management it  be  rendered  otherwise. 

It  may,  at  first  sight,  appear  inconsistent 
with  what  has  been  just  said,  strongly  to 
recommend  that  the  will  be  effectually  sub- 
jected in  very  early  childhood.  This  object 
must  be  obtained,  if  we  would  proceed  in  the 
business  of  education  with  comfort,  or  ensure 
the  welfare  and  happiness  of  our  children. 
A  portion  of  stricter  discipline  may,  for  a 
time,  be  required;  but  discipline,  let  it  ever 
be  remembered,  is  perfectly  compatible  with 
the  tenderest  sympathy  and  the  most  affec- 
tionate kindness.  Many  persons,  who  allow 
themselves  to  treat  children,  during  their 
earliest  years,  merely  as  playthings,  humour- 
ing their  caprices,  and  sacrificing  to  present 
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fancies  their  future  welfare,  when  the  charm 
of  infancy  is  past,  commence  a  system  of 
restraint  and  severity,  and  betray  displeasure 
and  irritability  at  the  very  defects  of  which 
they  have  themselves  laid  the  foundation. 
But  if  authority  has  been  thoroughly  esta- 
blished in  the  beginning  of  life,  we  shall  have 
it  the  more  in  our  power  to  grant  liberty  and 
indulgence,  and  to  exercise  a  genial  influence 
over  our  children,  when  their  feelings  are 
ripening,  and  when  their  affection  and  con- 
fidence towards  their  parents  are  of  increas- 
ing importance.  Amidst  the  various  objects 
of  education  the  cultivation  of  confidential 
habits  is  too  often  overlooked,  even  by  affec- 
tionate and  attentive  parents.  They  are, 
perhaps,  obeyed,  respected,  and  beloved ;  but 
this  is  not  sufficient.  If,  in  addition,  a  pa- 
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rent  can  be  to  her  children  the  familiar  friend, 
the  unreserved  confidant,  the  sympathising 
partner  in  their  joys  and  sorrows,  hopes  and 
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disappointments,  a  hold  on  the  mind  is  ob- 
tained, which  will  continue  when  authority 
ceases,  and  will  prove  a  safeguard  through 
the  most  critical  period  of  life. 

It  is  important,  in  the  management  of  chil- 
dren, to  make  but  few  rules,  and  to  be  un- 
alterably firm  in  enforcing  those  which  are 
made :  to  give  no  needless  commands,  but  to 
see  that  those  given  are  strictly  obeyed.  We 
should  also  be  cautious  of  employing  autho- 
rity on  occasions  in  which  it  is  likely  to  be 
exerted  in  vain,  or  of  commanding  what  we 
cannot  enforce.  If,  for  example,  we  desire  a 
child  to  bring  a  'book,  and  he  refuse,  we  can 
clasp  the  book  in  his  hand,  and  oblige  him  to 
deliver  it.  But  if  we  have  imprudently  de- 
clared that  he  shall  not  dine  or  walk  till  he 
has  repeated  a  poem,  or  spoken  a  particular 
sentence,  should  he  choose  to  resist,  we  can- 
not compel  him;  and  this  affords  an  obsti- 
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nate  child  the  opportunity  for  obtaining  a 
victory  over  those  to  whom  he  ought  to  sub- 
mit 

There  are  cases  in  which  children,  without 
any  ill  intention,  are  unable  to  obey  ;  and  in 
these,  also/ they  should  not  be  commanded. 
Of  this,  personal  tricks  are  an  example : — 
"  My  dear,  don't  bite  your  nails,"  may  be 
repeated  a  dozen  times  in  the  course  of  a 
lesson ;  but  such  is  the  force  of  habit,  that 
the  hand  still  involuntarily  finds  its  way  to 
the  mouth.  If  we  are  determined  to  overcome 
the  propensity,  it  must  be  done  by  some  ex- 
ternal restraint,  as  by  fastening  the  hand  in  a 
glove,  &c. ;  not  by  commands,  which,  as  they 
cannot  be  obeyed,  serve  only  to  impair  the 
habit  of  ready  obedience. 

It  is  the  part  of  wisdom,  as  far  as  possible, 
so  to  exercise  authority,  that  it  should  be 
considered  as  inviolable,  never  to  be  dis- 
obeyed or  contemned  with  impunity. 

D  2 
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The  restraint  of  the- tongue,  which  has  be- 
fore been  mentioned  as  necessary  to  those 
who  educate,  is  one  of  the  most  important 
habits  to  be  enforced  also  upon  children 
themselves,  and  is  a  great  security  to  proper 
submission  under  authority ;  forming  no  small 
part  of  that  self- subjection  which  is  essential 
to  true  discipline.  Impertinent  and  disre- 
spectful language  is  not  to  be  allowed ;  for, 
this  once  admitted,  it  is  the  certain  harbinger 
of  actual  insubordination,  and  a  train  of  other 
evils. 
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PRAISE    AND   BLAME. 

KEWARDS  and  punishments,  praise  and 
blame,  are  the  main  supports  of  authority, 
and  its  effect  will  greatly  depend  on  our  dis- 
pensing these  with  wisdom  and  caution. 

A  very  frequent  recourse  to  rewards  does 
but  lessen  their  effect,  and  weaken  the  mind 
by  accustoming  it  to  an  unnecessary  stimulus, 
whilst  punishment  too  freely  administered 
will  fret  the  temper,  or,  which  is  worse,  break 
the  spirit. 

Locke  remarks,  "  that  those  children  who 
are  the  most  chastised  rarely  prove  the  best 
men  :  and  that  punishment,  if  it  be  not  pro- 
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ductive  of  good,  will  certainly  be  the  cause  of 
much  injury." 

It  is  better,  therefore,,  if  possible,  to  effect 
our  purposes  by  encouragement  and  rewards, 
rather  than  correction.  But  if  this  be  imprac- 
ticable, we  should  still  keep  in  view  that 
punishment,  being  in  itself  an  evil,  and  in- 
tended simply  to  deter  from  what  is  wrong, 
and  to  induce  submission  and  penitence,  ought 
never  to  be  extended  beyond  what  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  secure  these  objects,  and, 
unless  inflicted  by  parents,  or  those  who  are 
possessed  of  the  first  authority,  should  be  of 
the  mildest  and  least  alarming  character. 

Not  only  the  rod,  but  severe  reproaches, 
rough  handling,  tying  to  bed-posts,  the  hasty 
slap,  the  dark  closet,  and  everything  that 
might  terrify  the  imagination,  are  to  be  ex- 
cluded from  the  nursery.  If  a  nurse  be 
under  the  necessity  of  punishing  a  child,  she 
may  confine  him  for  a  time  in  a  light  room. 
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remove  him  from  table,  or  allow  him  simply 
to  suffer  the  natural  consequences  of  his 
offence.  If  he  intentionally  hurt  his  brother 
with  a  whip,  the  whip  must  for  a  time  be 
taken  from  him.  If  he  betray  impatience 
and  selfishness  at  table,  let  him  be  served 
the  last,  and  with  the  least  indulgence. 
Such  gentle  measures,  administered  with 
decision,  will  generally  succeed  :  for  it  is 
much  more  the  certainty  and  immediate  exe- 
cution, than  the  severity  of  punishment,  that 
will  avail.  A  child,  who  is  sure  of  being 
confined  a  quarter  of  an  hour  if  he  strike  his 
companion,  is  less  likely  to  commit  the 
offence  than  another  who  has  only  the  appre- 
hension that  he  may  be  detained  an  hour ;  for 
the  hope  of  escaping  with  impunity  adds  no 
little  force  to  temptation.  Correction,  also, 
is  not  to  be  unnecessarily  delayed  or  pro- 
longed. Delay  renders  it  less  effectual,  and 
more  trying  to  the  temper;  whilst  any  need- 
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less  continuance,  in  every  way  increases  the 
evils,  and  lessens  the  benefits  which  might 
result  from  it. 

There  is  much  in  education  to  be  done  by 
watching  our  opportunities,  by  acting  at  the 
right  season.  With  most  children  there  is 
an  era,  and  this  often  takes  place  as  they  are 
emerging  from  babyhood,  in  which  a  struggle 
is  made  for  the  mastery, — in  which  it  is  to 
be  decided  who  is  to  rule, — the  child,  or 
those  who  are  placed  over  him.  At  such  a 
juncture,  in  order  to  determine  the  matter, 
and  firmly  to  establish  authority,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  employ  vigorous  measures,  and 
to  suppress  the  first  risings  of  a  rebellious 
and  disobedient  spirit  by  punishment,  de- 
cisive, and  repeated  till  submission  on  the 
part  of  the  child,  and  victory  on  that  of  the 
parent,  are  completely  secured.*  So  great  is 

*  Although  the  use  of  the  rod  is  most  strictly  to 
be  prohibited  to  those  who  possess  only  secondary 
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the  importance  of  these  contests,  so  great  the 
difficulty  of  carrying  them  on  with  the  tem- 
per, and  the  union  of  firmness  and  affection, 
which  they  require,  that  it  is  desirable  they 

authority,  yet,  with  some  few  children,  a  parent  may 
find  it  necessary  to  employ  corporal  punishment  in 
order  to  establish  the  habit  of  obedience,  or  effec- 
tually to  subdue  a  propensity  to  falsehood,  or  to  any 
other  glaring  breach  of  moral  principle.  Under  such 
circumstances  corporal  punishment  may  be  very  effi- 
cacious ;  but  to  render  it  so,  or  rather,  to  prevent  its 
becoming  a  dangerous  evil,  it  must  be  resorted  to 
only  as  a  last  resource  on  very  important  occasions, 
and  administered  as  a  chastisement  of  the  most  se- 
rious nature,  with  decision,  perfect  serenity  of  temper, 
and  affection  towards  the  offender. 

It  will  also  be  found  that  corporal  punishment,  if 
necessary  at  all,  will  be  most  useful  in  the  early 
stages  of  childhood  ;  every  advancing  year,  as  it 
should  add  to  a  child's  generosity  of  feeling  and 
sense  of  honour,  increases  the  serious  disadvantages 
which  attend  this  mode  of  correction. 
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should  be  conducted  only  by  a  parent.  Pun- 
ishment is  more  often  to  be  inflicted  simply 
as  the  consequence  of  a  fault,  and  not  with 
the  idea  that  it  must  be  prolonged  till  the 
particular  action  required  has  been  performed. 

A  child  is  desired,  for  instance,  to  put  up 
his  playthings,  and  he  refuses,  with  so  much 
self-will,  that  his  attendant  cannot  overlook 
it,  and  is  under  the  necessity  of  telling  him 
that  he  must  be  confined  in  the  next  room 
for  a  quarter  of  an  hour ;  but  let  her  beware 
of  adding,  that  there  he  shall  stay  till  he  will 
put  them  up.  This  would  serve  merely  to 
engage  in  the  combat  his  pride  and  his  ob- 
stinacy. At  the  end  of  the  quarter  of  an 
hour  she  should  release  him  from  his  impri- 
sonment, without  waiting  to  make  condition 
for  his  future  obedience. 

It  has  been  said,  indeed,  that  submission, 
on  the  part  of  the  offender,  is  the  object  of 
punishment,  and  such  submission  as  may  en- 
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title  him  to  receive  complete  forgiveness. 
When  a  child  has  been  corrected,  we  should 
not  rest  satisfied  till  this  object  has  been  at- 
tained ;  but  it  is  not,  in  all  cases,  to  be  ex- 
pected, either  during  the  continuance  of  the 
punishment,  or  immediately  afterwards. 

A  well- trained  child,  if  affectionately  admo- 
nished after  correction  is  over,  not  being  irri- 
tated at  the  idea  that  it  may  be  continued, 
will  generally  yield  at  once  :  but  it  is  not  to 
be  considered  necessary  to  put  this  always  to 
the  proof.  He  has  committed  a  fault,  and 
has  suffered  the  consequences.  Here  it  is 
often  wisest  to  leave  the  affair  for  the  time, 
choosing  the  earliest  favourable  opportunity, 
when  he  has  more  perfectly  recovered  him- 
self, for  receiving  his  submission,  and  assur- 
ing him  of  forgiveness. 

If  his  attendant  have  conducted  herself  in 
the  right  spirit,  she  will  have  felt  the  force  of 
her  correction,  though  he  may  not  have 
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shown  it  at  the  time.  The  next  day,  if  she 
desire  him  to  put  up  his  playthings,  he  will, 
pretty  certainly,  obey  with  more  than  common 
alacrity. 

When  a  child  has  been  punished,  he  should 
be  restored  as  soon  as  possible  to  favour; 
and,  when  he  has  received  forgiveness,  treated 
as  if  nothing  had  happened.  He  may  be 
affectionately  reminded  of  his  fault  in  private, 
as  a  warning  for  the  future  ;  but,  after  peace 
has  been  made,  to  upbraid  him  with  it,  espe- 
cially in  the  presence  of  others,  is  almost  a 
breach  of  honour,  and  certainly  a  great  un- 
kindness.  Under  any  circumstances,  to  re- 
proach children  in  company  is  equally  useless 
and  painful  to  them,  and  is  generally  done 
from  irritability  of  temper,  with  little  view  to 
their  profit. 

We  are  to  remember  that  shame  will  not 
effectually  deter  children  from  what  is  wrong  ; 
and  that  in  employing  it  too  much  as  an  in- 
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strument  of  education,  we  have  reason  to  ap- 
prehend we  may  lead  them  to  act  from  the 
fear  of  man,  rather  than  from  that  of  God. 
Everything,  too,  which  may  in  the  least  in- 
jure .  the  characters  of  children,  is  to  be 
strictly  avoided.  To  have  the  name  of  a 
naughty  child  will  produce  so  disheartening 
an  effect  upon  the  mind,  that  the  ill  conse- 
quences may  probably  be  felt  through  life. 
It  is  on  this  account  desirable  that  tutors, 
governesses,  and  nurses,  be  cautious  of  en- 
larging upon  the  faults  of  those  under  their 
care  to  any  but  the  parents. 

Blame,  and  even  praise,  are  to  be  dis- 
pensed with  nearly  as  much  caution  as  pun- 
ishments and  rewards;  for  a  child  may  be 
called  "  good,"  "  naughty,"  "  troublesome," 
"  kind,"  or  "  unkind,"  till  either  his  temper 
will  be  kept  in  continual  irritation,  or  he  will 
listen  with  perfect  indifference. 

A  child  must  not  be  punished  or  reproved 
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from  the  impulse  of  temper ;  we  may  regu- 
late his  actions,  but  we  cannot  hope  to  sub- 
due his  will,  or  improve  his  disposition,  by  a 
display  of  our  own  wilfulness  and  irritability : 
for  our  example  will  more  than  counteract 
the  good  effects  of  our  correction.  If  irri- 
tated, we  should  wait  till  we  are  cool  before 
we  inflict  punishment,  and  then  do  it  as  a 
duty,  in  exact  proportion  to  the  real  faulti- 
ness  of  the  offender;  not  to  the  degree  of 
vexation  he  has  occasioned  ourselves.  A 
child  should  be  praised,  reproved,  rewarded, 
and  corrected,  not  according  to  the  cf>/t*< 
quences,  but  according  to  the  motives  of  his 
actions — solely  with  reference  to  the  right  or 
wrong  intention  which  has  influenced  him. 

Children,  therefore,  should  not  be  punished 
for  mere  accidents,  but  mildly  warned  against 
similar  carelessness  in  future.  Whereas  some 
people  show  much  greater  displeasure  with  a 
child  for  accidentally  overthrowing  the  table, 
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or  breaking  a  piece  of  china,  than  for  telling 
an  untruth ;  or,  if  he  hang  his  head,  and  will 
not  show  off  in  company,  he  is  more  blamed 
than  for  selfishness  in  the  nursery.  But  does 
not  such  treatment  arise  from  preferring  our 
own  gratification  to  the  good  of  the  child  ? 
and  can  we  hope,  by  thus  doing,  to  improve 
him  in  the  government  of  his  temper,  or  to 
instruct  him  in  the  true  standard  of  right  and 
wrong  ? 

Punishment  administered  in  anger  is  no 
longer  the  discipline  of  love,  but  bears  too 
much  the  character  of  revenging  an  injury, 
and  will  certainly  excite  in  the  sufferer  a  cor- 
responding temper  of  mind.  From  fear,  in- 
deed, he  may  yield  externally,  but  the  feelings 
of  his  heart  would  lead  him  to  resentment 
rather  than  to  penitence  and  submission.  And 
let  it  never  be  forgotten,  that  if  we  desire  to 
perform  our  duties  to  children,  it  is  not  to 
their  outward  conduct,  but  to  the  heart,  that 
we  must  direct  our  chief  attention. 
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To  punish  with  effect  requires  decision 

addition  to 


sometimes 


If, 


,  and 
this, 


courage. 

our  punishments  carry  with  them  the  stamp 
of  love ;  if  they  are  inflicted  with  an  undis- 
turbed serenity  of  temper,  with  a  simple  view 
to  the  good  of  the  offender,  "  not  for  our 
pleasure,  hut  his  profit,"  they  will  rarely  fail 
in  accomplishing  the  intended  purpose  :  for 
children  have  a  quick  sense  of  the  motives 
that  influence  us,  and  their  hearts  are  not 
unfrequently  as  much  softened,  and  their  af- 
fections as  powerfully  called  forth,  by  such 
correction,  as  by  the  most  gratifying  rewards 
that  could  be  bestowed  upon  them. 
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ON  no  part  of  the  character  has  education 
more  influence  than  on  the  temper ;  the  due 
regulation  of  which  is  an  object  of  great  im- 
portance to  the  enjoyment  of  the  present  life, 
and  to  the  preparation  for  a  better. 

An  authority,  such  as  has  been  described, 
firm,  but  affectionate ;  decided,  yet  mild ; 
imposing  no  unnecessary  restraints ;  but  en- 
couraging every  innocent  freedom  and  grati- 
fication, exercised  according  to  the  dictates 
of  judgment,  and  supported  by  rewards  and 
punishments  judiciously  dispensed, — is  the 
best  means  of  securing  good  temper  in  our 
children ;  and  evinces  that  self  subjection  on 
our  part,  which  is  essential  to  its  successful 
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cultivation  on  theirs.     This,  at  once,  will  put 
an  end  to  those  impulses  of  temper  in  our- 
selves, which  are  the  most  fruitful  sources  of 
irritation  to  others ;    for  it  is  surprising  how 
quickly  our  own  irritability  will  be  reflected 
in  the  little  ones   around  us.     Speak   to   a 
child  in  a  fretful  manner,  and  we  shall  gene- 
rally  find  that  his  manner  partakes   of  the 
same  character.     We  may  reprove ;    we  may 
punish ;  we  may  enforce  obedience ;   but  all 
will  be  done  with  double  the  effect,  if  our  own 
temper  remain  perfectly  unruffled  ;    for  what 
benefit  can  reasonably  be  expected,  when  we 
recommend  that  by  our  injunctions,  which  we 
renounce  by  our  example  ? 

The  variations  and  inconsistency  to  which 
characters  of  impulse  are  also  liable,  are  par- 
ticularly trying  to  children.  There  are  few 
tempers  that  can  resist  the  effect  of  being 
sharply  reproved  at  one  time,  for  what,  at 
another,  is  passed  over  without  notice;  of 
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being  treated  one  day  with  excessive  indul- 
gence, and  the  next,  with  fretfulness  and 
severity. 

We  all  have  our  weak  and  irritable  mo- 
ments ;  we  may  experience  many  changes 
of  temper  and  feeling ;  but  let  us  beware  of 
betraying  such  variations  in  our  outward 
conduct,  if  we  value  the  good  temper  and 
respect  of  our  children  ;  for  these  we  have  no 
right  to  expect  on  their  part,  without  consis- 
tency on  ours. 

If  a  fault  be  glaring,  it  must  be  seriously 
taken  up  ;  but  in  the  management  of  the 
temper,  especially  in  early  childhood,  much 
may  be  effected  by  a  system  of  prevention. 
A  judicious  attendant  may  avert  many  an 
impending  naughty  fit,  by  change  of  object, 
gentle  amusement,  and  redoubled  care  to  put 
no  temptation  in  the  way,  if  she  observe  any 
of  her  little  ones  weary,  uncomfortable,  or 
irritable.  This,  for  instance,  will  generally 

E  2 


02  TEMPER. 

be  the  case  with  children  when  they  first 
awake.  They  should,  therefore,  then  be 
treated  with  more  than  common  tenderness  ; 
never  roused  from  sleep  suddenly  or  violently ; 
nor  exposed  to  any  little  trials,  till  they  have 
had  time  thoroughly  to  recover  themselves. 
It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  add,  how  peculiarly 
this  tender  consideration  is  required,  not  only 
in  illness,  but  under  the  various  lesser  indis- 
positions so  frequent  in  infancy. 

Children  ought  not  to  be  unnecessarily 
thwarted  in  Ltheir  objects,  which,  at  a  very 
early  age,  they  pursue  with  eagerness.  Let 
them,  if  possible,  complete  their  projects 
without  interruption.  A  child,  for  example, 
before  he  can  speak,  is  trotting  after  a  ball  ; 
the  nurse  snatches  him  up  at  the  moment,  to 
be  washed  and  dressed,  and  the  poor  child 
throws  himself  into  a  violent  passion ; 
whereas,  had  she  first  entered  into  his  views, 
kindly  assisted  him  in  gaining  his  object. 
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and  then  gently  taken  him  up,  this  trial  would 
have  been  spared,  and  his  temper  uninjured. 

We  should  avoid  keeping  children  in  sus- 
pense, which  is  often  done  from  a  kind  mo- 
tive, though  with  very  ill  effect.  If  a  child 
ask  his  nurse  for  a  cake,  and  she  can  give  it 
him,  let  her  tell  him  so  at  once,  and  assure 
him  that  he  shall  have  it :  but  should  she  be 
unable  to  grant  his  request,  or  know  it  would 
be  improper  for  him,  do  not  let  her  hesitate  ; 
do  not  let  her  say,  "  I  will  think  of  it ;  we 
shall  see/'  but  kindly  and  decidedly  refuse 
him. 

If  he  sees  his  mother  going  out,  and  pe- 
tition to  accompany  her,  it  will  be  better  she 
should  say,  "  No,"  or  "  Yes,"  at  once ;  for  he 
will  receive  with  ease  an  immediate  but  kind 
refusal,  when  probably  he  would  cry  bitterly 
at  a  denial,  after  his  expectations  had  been 
raised  by  suspense. 

When  a  child  is  to  go  to  bed,  we  ought 
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not  to  fret  him  for  the  last  half  hour,  by  say- 
ing every  few  minutes,  "I  shall  soon  send 
you  to  bed — Now,  my  dear,  it  is  time  to  go- 
Now,  I  hope  you  will  go" — but  let  him  be 
told  that,  at  such  a  time,  he  is  to  go  to  bed. 
and  when  that  time  arrives,  no  common  ex- 
cuse should  prevent  it. 

We  ought  also  to  be  guarded  against  attach- 
ing too  much  importance  to  trifles :  from  this 
mistake,  many  an  useless  combat  arises  in 
most  nurseries.  How  often  have  I  observed 
a  nurse  more  disturbed,  and  a  child  more 
alarmed  and  fretted,  at  a  torn  or  dirty  frock, 
than  at  a  breach  of  truth,  or  a  want  of  gene- 
rosity !  Here  the  lesser  good  is  preferred  to 
the  greater,  and  the  primary  object  of  educa- 
tion forgotten.* 

*  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  dress  is  thus 
often  made  the  subject  of  dispute  and  irritation. 
Personal  cleanliness  is  indeed  indispensable ;  and 
children,  whether  it  tease  them  or  not,  must  be 
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By  such  measures  as  have  been  recom- 
mended, accompanied  by  a  quick  sympathy 
with  the  peculiar  characters  and  peculiar 
infirmities  of  children,  much  may  be  done 
towards  forming  among  them  a  habit  of  good 
temper.  But  such  is  the  irritability  both  of 
the  mental  and  bodily  constitution  in  child- 
hood, that,  with  our  best  efforts,  we  must  not 
expect  unvarying  success. 

From  some  hidden  cause,  generally  to  be 
traced  to  their  bodily  state,  many  children, 
perhaps  all  occasionally,  are  prone  to  a  certain 
fretfulness,  or  irritability,  which  will  baffle 
every  attempt  to  overcome  it,  and  which, 
therefore,  is  rather  to  be  borne  with  than 

thoroughly  washed.  But  their  clothes  should  be  so 
contrived  as  not  to  interfere  with  their  freedom  and 
enjoyment,  or  to  require  any  degree  of  attention. 
It  is  desirable  to  keep  them  as  neat  as  the  case 
admits  of;  but  to  do  this,  a  nurse  must  take  care 
that  neither  her  own  temper  nor  theirs  is  sacrificed. 
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opposed — never  to  be  humoured,  but  to  be 
received  with  unmoved  serenity  and  patience. 
In  such  cases,  there  appears  to  be  no  other 
method  of  proceeding.  This,  indeed,  calls 
for  great  patience  ;  but,  without  great  patience, 
who  can  perform  the  duties  required  towards 
children  ? 
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"  IMPARTIALITY  is  the  life  of  justice, 
as  justice  is  of  all  good  government." 
It  is  necessary  diligently  to  enforce  upon 
children  principles  of  strict  justice,  and  inva- 
riably to  act  upon  them  ourselves.  We  must 
have  no  partialities,,  hut  give  to  every  one  his 
due  ;  to  the  elder  as  much  as  to  the  younger  ; 
(in  this  a  deficiency  may  often  he  observed  :) 
to  the  unattractive  as  well  as  to  the  more 
pleasing;  each  according  to  his  desert,  and 
not  according  to  our  own  particular  feelings. 
"  On  every  occasion  our  decisions  are  to  be 
regulated,  not  by  the  person,  but  by  the 
cause."  We  are  not  to  infringe  upon  the 
rights  of  children ;  remembering  that  their 
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feelings  are  a  counterpart  of  our  own,  and 
that  human  nature  is  the  same  at  every  age. 
It  is,  therefore,  a  great,  though  very  common 
error,  to  suppose,  that  because  they  are  placed 
under  our  power,  we  are  not  hound  by  the 
same  laws  of  justice  and  honour,  in  our 
dealings  with  them,  as  with  our  equals.  It 
is  a  well-known  remark,  that  "  the  greatest 
respect  is  due  to  children ;"  and  this  is 
especially  to  be  manifested  in  a  conscientious 
regard  to  their  just  and  natural  claims.  We 
should  hold  their  little  property  as  more 
sacred  than  our  own,  and  insist  upon  the 
same  principle  in  their  conduct  towards 
each  other:  not  allowing  one  child  to  use 
the  playthings  of  his  brother,  especially  in 
his  absence,  without  his  express  consent ; 
teaching  them  the  true  import  of  "  thine  and 
mine,"  and  making  it  a  point  of  honour  to 
consider  the  rights  of  others  as  they  would 
their  own. 
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Children  ought  not  to  be  obliged  to  give 
and  lend : — this  is  a  very  frequent  mistake. 
One  of  them,  for  example,  is  eating  a  cake, 
and  the  infant  cries  for  it :  the  nurse  begs 
for  a  piece  in  vain ;  and,  irritated  by  the  un- 
kindness  of  the  one,  and  the  cries  of  the 
other,  she  hastily  breaks  the  cake,  and  grati- 
fies the  desires  of  the  younger,  by  seizing  the 
property  of  the  elder.  The  latter  feels  him- 
self injured;  his  anger  is  excited  towards  his 
oppressor,  and  his  kindly  feelings  towards 
his  brother  impaired ;  whilst  the  former  is 
strengthened  in  the  idea,  that,  by  crying  and 
impatience,  he  shall  obtain  the  gratification  of 
his  wishes.  Or,  an  elder  child  has  a  cart ;  he 
has  played  with  it  till  he  is  tired :  the 
younger  begs  for  the  use  of  it ;  the  elder  per- 
emptorily refuses.  The  nurse  persuades ; 
she  complains,  urges,  and  remonstrates,  till 
she  obtains  a  reluctant  consent ; — or,  if  not, 
seizes  the  cart,  and  gives  it  to  the  younger. 
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Here  the  law  of  justice  is  broken,  and  the 
rights  of  the  elder  child  are  violated.  It  is 
true,  he  was  unkind  and  unobliging ;  but  the 
cart  and  the  cake  were  his  own ;  and,  by 
taking  them  from  him,  without  his  free  and 
full  consent,  we  shall  not  teach  him  generosity, 
but  injustice. 
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THOROUGHLY  to  establish  the  principles  of 
strict  justice  in  the  conduct  of  those  who  rule, 
and  in  that  of  the  children,  one  toward  an- 
other, is  the  grand  means  of  securing  the 
peace  and  good  order  of  a  nursery,  and  the 
only  sure  groundwork  of  harmony,  mutual 
generosity,  and,  consequently,  of  love.  The 
apprehension  lest  his  property  should  be  ex- 
torted from  him ;  the  fear  of  having  his  own 
rights,  in  any  way,  infringed ;  the  suspicion 
that  he  may  not  receive  his  due, — render  a 
child  irritable  and  contentious;  whilst  the 
certainty  that  he  shall  himself  be  treated 
with  entire  justice  and  impartiality,  satisfies 
his  mind,  composes  his  spirit,  and  prepares 
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him  to  impart,  with  liberality,  what  he  knows 
is  altogether  in  his  power.  At  the  same 
time,  the  habit  of  nice  attention,  on  his  part, 
to  the  rights  of  others,  teaches  him  the  inva- 
luable lesson  of  subduing  his  desires,  and  of 
expecting  limits  to  his  individual  gratifica- 
tion. Thus  the  principle  of  justice,  brought 
into  full  effect,  cuts  off  the  main  sources  of 
dispute  and  contention;  prepares  the  way 
for  a  free  and  liberal  spirit;  is  the  surest 
preservative  against  an  envious,  suspicious 
temper,  and  is  the  first  step  towards  overcom- 
ing that  selfishness,  which  is  the  prevailing 
evil  of  the  human  heart.  This  evil  must  be 
carefully  watched,  and  perseveringly  counter- 
acted, especially  by  guarding  against  it  in 
our  own  hearts  and  behaviour ;  for  let  it  be 
remembered,  that  generosity  and  affection 
are  virtues,  which,  from  their  nature,  do  not 
admit  of  being  enforced  by  authority.  We 
must  not  attempt  to  command  them;  nor 
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should  we  upbraid  children  for  the  want  of 
them,  even  towards  ourselves,  though  we 
may  do  much  to  promote  their  growth  by 
this  strict  adherence  to  justice,  by  influence, 
instruction,  and  a  judicious  improvement  of 
those  natural  feelings  of  kindness,  which 
almost  all  children  occasionally  display. 
There  are  few  who  will  not  discover  emotions 
of  sympathy  and  pity  at  the  sight  of  any  sor- 
row or  suffering,  which  they  understand  to 
be  such ;  and  these  are  the  occasions  for 
awakening  their  benevolence  and  compas- 
sion, not  only  toward  their  fellow-creatures, 
but  to  every  living  thing.  We  should  be 
particularly  careful  to  lose  no  such  opportu- 
nity of  cultivating  this  tenderness  of  feeling 
among  themselves.  If  one  of  the  little  flock 
be  ill,  or  in  pain,  the  others  will,  generally, 
show  an  interest  and  sympathy — a  desire  to 
comfort  and  please  him,  which  should  be 
carefully  cherished.  The  affections  of  elder 
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children  are  also  often  called  forth,  in  a  lively 
manner,  toward  the  younger.  Now,  although 
their  attentions  to  the  little  one  may,  at  times, 
be  troublesome  to  the  attendant,  she  ought 
not  hastily  to  suppress  them  : — rather  let  her 
commend  the  younger  to  the  care  and  pro- 
tection of  the  elder;  ever  bearing  in  mind 
the  importance  of  nurturing  that  family  af- 
fection, so  invaluable  in  the  progress  of  life, 
and  of  which  the  foundation  is  generally  laid 
within  the  first  ten  years  of  childhood. 

Elder  children  are,  on  the  contrary,  some- 
times inclined  to  tease  and  domineer  over  the 
younger ;  though  it  is  commonly  those  who 
have  themselves  been  treated  with  tyranny 
that  are  most  disposed,  in  their  turn,  to  be- 
come tyrants.  This  inclination  is  ever  to  be 
repressed  :  we  are  to  point  out  the  meanness, 
as  well  as  the  barbarity,  of  employing  supe- 
rior strength  in  oppressing  or  tormenting 
the  weak  and  the  helpless  ;  and  uniformly  to 
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manifest  our  abhorrence  of  cruelty  and  ty- 
ranny, under  whatever  form  they  may  appear, 
even  when  exercised  toward  the  most  insig- 
nificant insect.  Let  the  first  appearances 
also  of  a  revengeful  disposition  he  especially 
guarded  against,  both  in  our  children,  and  in 
the  conversation  and  conduct  of  those  who 
are  about  them.  If  a  child,  in  infancy,  be 
encouraged  to  beat  the  table,  against  which 
he  has  bruised  his  head  ;  if  he  be  allowed  to 
strike  his  brother,  from  whom  he  had  received 
a  blow  ;  if  he  hear  the  language  of  retaliation 
and  mutual  reproach  among  his  attendants, — 
can  we  be  surprised  if  he  display  an  irascible 
and  vindictive  temper,  as  his  will  and  his 
passions  are  strengthened  by  age  ? 

.  Although  we  are  not  to  force  upon  children 
even  the  best  instruction,  nor  urge  them  to 
an  exertion  of  self-denial  and  benevolence, 
for  which  their  minds  are  not  ripe ;  yet  we 
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must  remember  the  importance  of  raising 
their  views,  as  they  are  able  to  bear  it,  to  the 
Christian  standard  of  relative  goodness.  We 
may  gradually  inculcate  the  invaluable  pre- 
cepts, that  we  should  forgive  one  another,  as 
we  hope  ourselves  to  be  forgiven: — that 
"  blessed  are  the  merciful,  for  they  shall 
obtain  mercy ;"  that  we  are  to  do  to  others 
as  we  would  have  them  do  to  us;  having 
compassion  toward  all:  being  pitiful  and 
courteous ;  remembering  the  words  of  the 
Lord  Jesus,  that  "  it  is  more  blessed  to  give 
than  to  receive." 

How  many  of  the  fairest  opportunities  will 
naturally  present  themselves,  especially  to  a 
mother,  when  the  hearts  of  her  little  ones  are 
touched,  not  only  of  inculcating  these  divine 
injunctions,  but,  which  will  still  more  avail, 
of  tenderly  infusing  the  spirit  they  breathe, 
by  sympathy  and  influence  !  Nor  is  it  only 
the  precepts  of  the  New  Testament  which  may 
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assist  us  on  these  occasions  ;  we  have  also  to 
point  out  the  example  of  Christ.  We  have 
to  cultivate  the  hahit  of  contemplating  his 
character,  not  only  to  be  loved  and  admired 
as  perfect  in  itself,  but  as  a  pattern  for  us,  as 
the  standard  at  which  we  are  continually  to 
be  aiming,  as  that  which  is  intended  to  pro- 
duce the  strongest  effects  upon  our  lives  and 
affections.  It  is  to  be  lamented  that  of  this 
perfect  pattern  we  make  so  little  practical 
use,  that  it  is  so  little  brought  to  bear  upon 
the  daily  conduct  of  life.  No  religious  in- 
struction is  better  suited  to  the  minds  of 
children  than  that  derived  from  the  example 
of  Christ,  and  no  part  of  this  example  more 
calculated  to  touch  their  hearts,  than  the 
compassion,  the  tenderness,  the  consideration 
of  the  wants  and  feelings  of  others,  which  he 
so  perfectly  displayed.* 

*  The  compassion  and  tenderness  of  our  Lord 
will    be    strongly    illustrated  by   contrasting   them 
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Children  may  be  easily  trained  to  exercise 
kindness  and  liberality  towards  the  poor : 

with  the  behaviour  of  the  disciples.  Excellent  as 
they  were  as  men,  their  impatience,  and  even  want 
of  charity,  on  many  occasions,  sufficiently  prove 
how  wide  is  the  difference  between  human  virtue 
and  divine  perfection,  between  that  exalted  stand- 
ard which  is  set  before  us  for  our  imitation,  and 
the  conduct  of  those  who  have  most  nearly  ap- 
proached to  it.  It  was  the  language  of  the  dis- 
ciples, "  Send  the  multitude  away,  that  they  may 
go  into  the  villages,  and  buy  themselves  victuals/' 
Jesus  answered,  •'  Give  ye  them  to  eat." — "I  have 
compassion  on  the  multitude  :  I  will  not  send  them 
away  fasting,  lest  they  faint  by  the  way."  (Mat- 
thew xiv.  and  xv.) 

The  followers  of  our  Lord  "charged  the  blind 
man  that  he  should  hold  his  peace/'  "  Jesus 
stood,  and  commanded  him  to  be  brought  unto 
him,  saying,  What  wilt  thou  that  I  should  do  unto 
theer  Receive  thy  sight:  thy  faith  hath  saved 
thee/'  (Luke  xviii.) 

\Vhen   parents   brought  their   young   children  to 
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they  will  experience  a  pleasure  in  relieving 
their  wants.  When  old  enough,  the  boys 
may  be  induced  to  save  money ;  the  girls  to 
make  clothes  for  the  poor  families,  with  whom 

Jesus,  that  he  should  bless  them,  the  disciples  re- 
buked them.  Jesus  "  was  much  displeased,  and 
said  unto  them,  Suffer  the  little  children  to  come 
unto  me,  and  forbid  them  not.  And  he  took  them 
up  in  his  arms,  put  his  hands  upon  them,  and  bless- 
ed them."  (Mark  x.) 

When  the  Samaritans  refused  to  receive  their 
master,  the  disciples  would  have  commanded  fire  to 
come  down  from  heaven  to  consume  them.  Jesus 
answered,  "  Ye  know  not  what  manner  of  spirit  ye 
are  of.  For  the  Son  of  man  is  not  come  to  destroy 
men's  lives,  but  to  save  them."  (Luke  ix.) 

When  his  enemies  surrounded  our  Lord  with 
swords  and  staves,  "  Simon  Peter  having  a  sword 
drew  it,  and  smote  the  high  priest's  servant,  and  cut 
off  his  right  ear  :  then  said  Jesus  unto  Peter,  Put  up 
thy  sword  into  the  sheath."  "  And  he  touched  his 
ear,  and  healed  him."  (John  xviii. ;  Luke  xxii.) 
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they  are  personally  acquainted.  It  is  impoi 
tant  that  the  habit  of  giving  freely  should 
be  early  established ;  for  the  usefulness  of 
many  characters  is  materially  abridged  through 
life  from  the  want  of  this  habit.  With  good 
and  benevolent  intentions,  they  know  not  how 
to  dispense  liberally,  or  how  to  open  their 
hands  freely.  Mutual  presents,  if  altogether 
voluntary,  have  also  a  happy  tendency  in 
promoting  family  affection  and  good  will. 
But,  in  endeavouring  to  foster  liberality,  it 
must  never  be  forgotten,  that  kindness  is  not 
to  be  forced. 

Children,  as  they  advance  in  age,  should 
be  taught  to  distinguish  between  that  true 
generosity  which  involves  self-denial,  and 
that  which  costs  them  nothing — between  a 
generosity  which  springs  from  a  desire  of 
applause,  and  that  which  is  simply  the  result 
of  benevolence  and  a  sense  of  duty. 

It  is  desirable  that  the  playthings,  books. 
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&c.,  of  each  child  be  marked  with  his  own 
name :  this  prevents  many  disputes,  by  faci- 
litating that  regard  to  individual  property 
before  recommended.  When  the  division  of 
any  common  treat  is  left  to  the  children 
themselves,  it  is  a  good  regulation  that  the 
divider  is  always  to  expect  the  last  choice 
himself;  and  that  the  absent  are  particularly 
to  be  remembered — the  most  liberal  shares 
being  reserved  for  them. 

These  observations  may  appear  unneces- 
sarily minute ;  but  it  is  by  little  things  that 
children  acquire  habits,  and  learn  to  apply 
general  principles  ; — "  To  a  fond  parent,  who 
would  not  have  his  son  corrected  for  a  per- 
verse trick,  but  excused  it,  saying,  it  was  a 
small  matter,  Solon  wisely  replied,  '  Ay,  but 
custom  is  a  great  one.'  " 
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IN  various  characters  fear  assumes  various 
forms.  Some  children,  who  can  brave  an  ex- 
ternal danger,  will  sink  depressed  at  a  reproof 
or  sneer.  It  is  our  business  to  guard  against 
the  inroads  of  fear  under  every  shape  ;  for  it 
is  an  infirmity,  if  suffered  to  gain  the  ascend- 
ancy, most  enslaving  to  the  mind,  and  de- 
structive of  its  strength  and  capability  of  en- 
joyment. At  the  same  time,  it  is  an  infirmity 
so  difficult  to  be  overcome,  and  to  which 
children  are  so  excessively  prone,  that  it  may 
be  doubted  whether,  in  any  branch  of  educa- 
tion, more  discretion  or  more  skill  is  required- 

We  have  two  objects  to  keep  in  view ;  the 
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one,  to  secure  our  children  from  all  unneces- 
sary and  imaginary  fears ;  the  other,  to  in- 
spire them  with  that  strength  of  mind,  which 
may  enable  them  to  meet  with  patience  and 
courage  the  real  and  unavoidable  evils  of 
life. 

For  the  first,  there  is  no  one  who  has  con- 
templated the  suffering  occasioned,  through 
life,  by  the  prevalence  of  needless  fears,  ima- 
ginary terrors,  and  diseased  nerves,  but  would 
most  earnestly  desire  to  preserve  their  chil- 
dren from  these  evils.  To  this  end,  they 
should  be,  as  far  as  possible,  guarded  from 
everything  likely  to  excite  sudden  alarm,  or 
to  terrify  the  imagination.  In  very  early 
childhood  they  ought  not  to  be  startled,  even 
at  play,  by  sudden  noises  or  strange  appear- 
ances. Ghost  stories,  extraordinary  dreams, 
and  all  other  gloomy  and  mysterious  tales, 
must  on  no  account  be  named  in  their  pre- 
sence :•  nor  must  they  hear  histories  of  mur- 
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ders,  robberies,  sudden  deaths,  mad  dogs,  or 
terrible  diseases.  If  any  such  occurrences 
are  the  subjects  of  general  conversation,  let 
them  at  least  be  prohibited  in  the  nursery. 
Nor  is  it  of  less  importance  that  we  should 
be  cautious  ourselves  of  betraying  alarm  at 
storms,  a  dread  of  the  dark,  or  a  fear  and 
disgust  at  animals.  The  stricter  vigilance, 
in  these  respects,  is  required,  because,  by  a 
casual  indiscretion  on  our  part;  by  leav- 
ing about  an  injudicious  book ;  by  one 
alarming  story ;  by  once  yielding  ourselves 
to  an  emotion  of  groundless  terror,  an  im- 
pression may  be  made  on  the  mind  of  a  child 
that  will  continue  for  years,  and  materially 
counteract  the  effect  of  habitual  watchfulness. 
How  cruel,  then,  purposely  to  excite  false 
terrors  in  those  under  our  care;  as  by 
threatening  them  with  "  the  black  man  who 
comes  for  naughty  children,"  with  "  gipsies," 
"  the  snake  in  the  well/'  &c. !  Not  that 
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children  will  be  long  deceived ;  but  when 
the  black  man  and  dreadful  monster  shall 
have  lost  their  power,  the  effect  on  the 
imagination,  a  liability  to  nervous  and  unde- 
fined terrors,  will  continue  :  and  thus,  for  the 
trifling  consideration  of  sparing  ourselves  a 
little  present  trouble,  we  entail  upon  those 
entrusted  to  us,  suffering,  and  imbecility  of 
mind,  which  no  subsequent  efforts  of  their 
own  may  be  able  wholly  to  overcome.  We 
have  reason  to  hope,  that  the  particular  ex- 
pedients here  referred  to,  are,  in  the  present 
day,  excluded  from  most  nurseries ;  but  we 
may  perhaps  fall  into  similar  errors  under  a 
more  refined  form — by  exciting,  for  instance, 
an  apprehension  of  immediate  judgments 
from  heaven,  as  the  consequences  of  ill  con- 
duct. But  it  is  to  be  remembered,  that  the 
attempt  to  touch  the  conscience,  or  to  en- 
force obedience  by  terrifying  the  imagina- 
tion, is,  under  every  form,  to  be  reprobated, 
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as  altogether  erroneous  and  highly  injurious. 
This  .mode  of  proceeding  is,  commonly,  the 
resort  of  weakness  and  inexperience ;  for 
authority,  established  on  right  principles, 
needs  no  such  supports.  Superstitious  fears 
of  every  kind  are  the  more  to  be  dreaded,  and 
earnestly  guarded  against,  because  so  pecu- 
liarly apt  to  mingle  themselves  with  religion, 
to  discolour  that  which  in  its  own  nature  is 
full  of  attraction,  and  which,  if  not  disguised 
or  distorted  by  the  imagination,  would  ap- 
pear, as  it  is  in  truth,  a  reasonable  and  joyful 
service. 

Great  care  is  required  that  children  do 
not  imbibe  terrific  and  gloomy  ideas  of  death  ; 
nor  should  they  incautiously  be  taken  to 
funerals,  or  allowed  to  see  a  corpse.  It  is 
desirable  to  dwell  on  the  joys  of  the  righteous 
in  the  presence  of  their  heavenly  Father, 
freed  from  every  pain  and  sorrow,  rather  than 
on  the  state  and  burial  of  the  body ;  a  sub- 
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ject  very  likely  painfully  to  affect  the  ima- 
gination. On  this  point,  books  are  often 
injudicious.  It  may  be  well  to  mention,  as 
an  instance,  the  Lines  on  a  Snow-drop,  in 
that  useful  and  pleasing  little  work  entitled 
"  Original  Poems."  *  Here  the  poor  little 
babe,  doomed,  for  ever,  to  the  pit-hole,  would 
leave  a  gloomy  impression  on  the  mind  of 
any  child  of  quick  feeling  and  imagination  ; 
it  is  therefore  better  to  make  a  point  of  cut- 
ting out  such  passages  from  a  nursery  li- 
brary. 

If  children  are  naturally  of  a  timid,  nervous 
constitution,  or  if,  unfortunately,  they  have 

*  The  author  has  often  regretted  that,  in  making 
this  observation,  she  did  not  at  the  same  time  express 
her  sense  of  obligation  to  the  authors  of  "  Original 
Poems,  Nursery  Rhymes  and  Hymns,"  having,  for 
many  years,  experienced  the  value  of  these  little  books 
as  sources  of  instruction  and  amusement  in  the  nur- 
sery. 
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imbibed  those  fears  from  which  we  should 
wish  to  guard  them,  much  may  be  done 
toward  restoring  them  to  a  healthful  tone  of 
mind  ;  but  it  must  be  effected  by  more  than 
common  skill,  and  by  measures  the  most 
gentle  and  unperceived.  Direct  opposition, 
upbraiding  a  child  for  his  cowardice,  accusing 
him  of  fearing  the  dark,  of  believing  in 
ghosts,  &c.,  will  but  establish,  or  perhaps 
create,  the  very  evils  we  desire  to  counteract. 
If  a  child  dread  the  dark,  he  must  on  no  ac- 
count be  forced  into  it,  or  left  in  bed  against 
his  will  without  a  candle.  We  had  better 
appear  neither  to  see  his  weakness,  nor  con- 
sider it  of  importance,  and  for  a  time  silently 
yield  to  it,  rather  than  notice  or  oppose  it :  at 
the  same  time,  losing  no  opportunity  of  infus- 
ing a  counteracting  principle.  He  may  very 
soon  be  tempted  to  join  his  bolder  companions 
in  a  dark  room  at  a  game  of  play,  or  to  hunt 
for  sugar-plums,  especially  if  his  mother  or 
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nurse  will  join  the  sport,  till  he  become  ac- 
customed to  it.  Well-chosen  stories,  with- 
out any  apparent  reference  to  himself,  may 
be  related  to  him,  displaying  the  good  effects 
of  courage,  as  opposed  to  the  folly  and  ill 
consequence  of  cowardice.  As  he  advances 
in  age  and  strength  of  mind,  he  will  be  able 
to  profit  by  some  reasoning  on  the  subject. 
We  may  animate  him  to  overcome  his  fears 
by  an  exertion  of  his  own,  encouraging  him 
by  rewards  and  approbation;  but  let  the 
efforts  which  he  makes  be  wholly  voluntary, 
and  not  by  constraint. 

It  is  not  uncommon,  with  the  idea  of 
removing  the  groundless  fears  of  children,  to 
give  them  histories  of  strange,  terrific,  or 
perhaps  ghost-like  appearances,  to  be  in  the 
sequel  cleared  up  and  explained  away.  But 
experience  will  convince  us  that  this  is  a  very 
mistaken  system ;  for,  in  childhood,  the  imagi- 
nation is  quick  and  retentive,  but  the  reason- 
10 
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ing  powers  are  slow  and  weak.  The  alarm- 
ing image  and  nervous  impression  may 
continue,  whilst  the  subsequent  explanation 
and  practical  inference  will  most  likely  be 
forgotten. 

There  are  few  more  fruitful  sources  of  fear- 
fulness  than  mystery  ;  it  is  therefore  a  mis- 
take to  assume  an  air  of  concealment  towards 
children — to  speak  in  their  presence  by  hints, 
or  in  a  suppressed  voice,  on  subjects  unsuited 
to  them.  We  are  apt  also  to  forget  how 
many  things  are  to  them  fearful  and  myste- 
rious, which  experience  has  rendered  to  us 
familiar  and  simple.  In  the  course  of  conver- 
sation, and  amidst  the  common  occurrences 
of  life,  many  things  will  strike  the  mind  and 
even  the  senses  of  a  child  as  strange  and 
alarming,  merely  because  he  understands 
them  but  by  halves  ;  and  this  not  unfrequently 
arises  from  the  thoughtless  manner  in  which 
we  are  apt  to  speak  before  children  of  distress- 
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ing  circumstances,  as  of  terrible  diseases  and 
other   calamities.      Such  impressions,   when 
perceived,  ought  neither  to  be  ridiculed,  nor 
carelessly  overlooked.     We  should  endeavour 
to  ascertain  from  what  they  proceed,  and  to 
state  the  subject  in  question  in  so  simple  and 
familiar  a  manner  as  may  strip  it  of  its  alarm- 
ing character.     To  succeed  in  this,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  cultivate  that  quick  penetration 
which  readily  understands  the  looks  and  man- 
ners of  children,  a  language  which  often  con- 
veys more  than  their  words.     I  had,  a  few 
weeks  since,  an  example  of  this  with  a  little 
boy  of  my  own,  about  five  years  old.     He 
was  walking  with  me  in  the  dusk  of  the  even- 
ing ;  as  we  passed  one  corner  of  the  garden,  1 
found  my  hand  squeezed  more  tightly,  and  an 
inclination  to   cling  to  my  side,  but  nothing 
was  said ;  in  returning  to  this  same  spot,  this 
was  again  and  again  repeated.     I  was  certain 
it  must  arise  from  an  emotion  of  fear,  though 
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I  could  perceive  nothing  likely  to  produce  n 
I  would  not  however  pass  it  over,  and  at 
length  induced  my  little  companion  to  confess, 
ff  Mamma,  I  think  I  see  under  that  bush  an 
animal  with  very  great  ears  !"  I  immediately 
approached  the  object,  gently  persuading  him 
to  follow  me,  when  we  found  to  our  amuse- 
ment a  large  tin  watering-pot,  and  "  the  very 
great  ears"  converted  into  the  spout  and 
handle.  Had  the  squeeze  of  the  hand  been 
unheeded,  a  fearful  association  with  the  dark, 
and  with  that  spot  in  the  garden,  would,  there 
is  little  doubt,  long  have  continued. 

In  endeavouring  to  guard  those  under  our 
care  from  fearfulness,  we  are  not  to  forget 
the  importance  of  inspiring  them  with  pru- 
dence, 

Tearfulness  does  but  embitter  life  with  the 
useless  dread  of  evils  which  cannot  or  may 
not  happen — prudence  promotes  our  safety, 
by  teaching  us  to  use  all  reasonable  precau- 
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tions  against  positive  evils.  While,  therefore, 
we  do  our  utmost  to  secure  our  children  from 
useless  fears,  we  should  strongly  but  coolly 
warn  them  against  real  dangers,  as  those 
from  fire,  water,  &c.  Although  prudence  and 
fearfulness  are  sometimes  confounded,  it  is 
remarkable  how  often  they  act  in  direct  oppo- 
sition to  each  other,  the  coward  being  hurried 
by  his  groundless  or  imaginary  terrors  into 
actual  dangers. 

"  Fortitude  is  not  only  essential  as  a  Christian  vir- 
tue in  itself,  but  as  a  guard  to  every  other  virtue." 

LOCKE. 

Although,  by  securing  our  children  from 
useless  fears  and  alarming  impressions,  we 
gain  the  first  step  toward  the  cultivation  of 
courage  and  fortitude,  yet  this  alone  is  not 
sufficient.  If  we  would  ensure  the  attain- 
ment of  these  excellent  endowments,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  infuse  into  our  system  of 
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education  a  certain  portion  of  resolution  and 
hardihood.  We  must  bear  in  mind,  that  we 
have  to  train  up  those  entrusted  to  us,  not 
for  a  life  of  rewards,  ease,  and  pleasure ;  but 
for  a  world  in  which  they  will  meet  with  pain, 
sickness,  danger,  and  sorrow:  that  we  are 
bringing  them  up,  not  only  to  be  useful  in 
the  various  engagements  of  this  life;  but 
chiefly  to  carry  on  that  great  work,  the  salva- 
tion of  their  souls,  in  which  fortitude  and 
self-denial  are  essential ! 

Although  we  cannot  be  too  careful  to  pro- 
mote the  happiness  of  children,  an  object 
surely  too  often  neglected  in  education,  yet 
do  we  not  defeat  our  purpose,  in  proportion 
as  we  unfit  them  for  the  life  upon  which  they 
are  entering,  by  too  tender  and  enervating  a 
system  ?  By  so  doing,  we  increase  their  sen- 
sibility to  pain,  whilst  we  add  nothing  to  their 
sources  of  true  enjoyment.  It  is  the  path  of 
wisdom  to  steer  between  opposite  evils, 
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avoiding  on  the  one  hand  every  appearance 
of  unkindness,  or  a  want  of  feeling  and 
sympathy — on  the  other,  a  fostering  to  excess 
an  over-indulgence  —  a  morbid  anxiety  and 
sensibility.  "  We  should  distinguish  between 
the  wants  of  nature  and  caprice,"  bringing  up 
our  children  as  little  dependent  as  possible 
upon  bodily  indulgence  and  luxuries ;  accus- 
toming them  to  the  plainest  food,  to  hard 
beds,  airy  rooms,  and,  as  far  as  their  consti- 
tution will  allow  of  it,  to  hardy  habits.  That 
tendency  to  self-indulgence,  daintiness  and 
waste,  so  often  to  be  observed  in  those  who 
are  living  in  the  midst  of  affluence,  is  to  be 
carefully  repressed  in  early  life.  Something, 
perhaps,  may  be  done  towards  this  important 
end  by  positive  restraints;  but  how  much 
more  effectually  shall  we  accomplish  our 
purpose,  if  we  can  form  such  habits  and 
establish  such  principles  as  will  lead  children 
to  deny  themselves  1  Nor  will  it  be  difficult 
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to  represent  to  them,  that  a  lavish  and  intem- 
perate use  of  the  gifts  of  our  heavenly  Father 
is  a  species  of  ingratitude  to  him,  and  of 
injustice  to  those  of  our  fellow- creatures  who 
need  the  blessings  so  abundantly  bestowed 
upon  us. 

We  should  endeavour  to  furnish  children 
with  a  shield  against  the  lesser  pains — the 
daily  portion  of  vexation  and  disappointment, 
from  which  even  the  happiest  childhood  is 
not  exempt,  and  thus  to  prepare  them  for 
the  more  serious  trials  of  advanced  life.  We 
must  beware  of  giving  heed  to  the  language 
of  murmuring  or  discontent,  "  cheering  but 
not  bemoaning  them "  under  their  little  mis- 
fortunes, and  especially  discouraging  the 
habit  of  crying  and  fretting  on  every  slight 
accident  and  passing  pain ;  for  such  a  habit 
induces  effeminacy  of  character,  and  the  self- 
government  required  to  suppress  complaints 
and  tears  is  strengthening  to  the  mind,  and 
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calculated  to  lead  on,  by  lesser  victories,  to 
nobler  efforts  hereafter. 

When  children  are  sick,  or  in  pain,  whilst 
doing  our  utmost  to  relieve,  to  solace,  and 
to  divert  them,  it  is  yet  necessary,  for  their 
takes,  hard  as  it  may  be  to  ourselves,  to 
mingle  resolution  with  our  tenderness  ;  for 
if,  by  an  excess  of  indulgence,  by  too  great  a 
display  of  sympathy,  we  weaken  the  mind  or 
spoil  the  temper,  in  that  proportion  we  add 
to  their  sufferings ;  and  I  believe  it  will 
generally  be  found,  as  I  was  convinced  my- 
self by  the  painful  experience  of  many 
months,  that  some  discipline,  combined  with 
the  tenderest  attentions,  is  as  necessary  for 
the  comfort  of  children  in  sickness  as  in 
health.  It  is  also  of  importance,  early  to  en- 
courage them  to  submit  with  resolution  to 
the  necessary  infliction  of  painful  remedies, 
and  to  think  lightly  of  them,  as  tooth-  draw- 
ing, taking  medicine,  and  using  other  means 
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which  often  form  a  considerable  part  of  the 
trial  of  sickness. 

In  bringing  up  children  at  home,  care  is 
required  that  they  should  not  imbibe  a  sense 
of  self-importance  and  personal  superiority. 
In  domestic  families,  secluded  from  general 
society,  this  is  by  no  means  an  unfrequent 
evil.  The  little  ones,  being  in  fact  the  pri- 
mary object  to  their  parents,  imperceptibly 
catch  the  feeling,  and  are  discomposed  when 
put  out  of  their  own  way,  or  thrown  into  the 
background ;  whereas  an  important  branch  of 
the  hardihood  of  mind,  so  much  to  be  de- 
sired in  children,  is  that  self- subjection  which 
induces  a  readiness  "  to  take  the  lowest 
place,"  and  to  yield  their  own  inclinations 
for  the  accommodation  of  their  superiors. 
The  hourly  exercise  of  self-denial,  and  the 
necessity  of  considering  the  interests  of 
others,  which  arise  from  living  in  a  commu- 
nity, greatly  promote  this  invaluable  temper  ; 
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and  if  all  education  require  "  sound  wisdom 
and  discretion,"  a  double  portion  is  needed 
with  a  single  child. 

We  shall  succeed  in  the  early  cultivation 
of  fortitude  and  patience,  chiefly  by  influence, 
and  the  careful  formation  of  habits.  There 
are  certain  principles,  however,  relating  to 
the  subjects  before  us,  not  to  be  prematurely 
brought  forward,  but  ever  to  be  kept  in  view  ; 
thoroughly  to  be  established  in  our  own 
minds,  and  strongly  impressed  upon  those  of 
our  children,  as  their  powers  strengthen  and 
opportunities  offer.  These  are  the  principles 
of  overcoming  self,  of  struggling  against  na- 
tural infirmities,  of  enduring  present  pain  for 
the  sake  of  future  good,  and  still  more, 
of  humble  submission  to  the  will  of  God,  re- 
ceiving, as  from  the  hand  of  a  gracious  Father, 
not  only  our  many  comforts  and  blessings, 
but  the  portion  of  sorrow  and  disappointment 
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which  he  sees  meet  to  dispense  to  us  for  our 
good.  When  inculcating  principles,  we  shall 
find  it  a  great  assistance  with  children,  to 
enforce  them  by  examples,  and  to  engage  the 
feelings  and  imagination  by  interesting  nar- 
ratives, which  may  illustrate  our  instructions 
and  elevate  the  mind.  Such,  on  the  subject 
before  us,  are  the  stories  in  Evenings  at 
Home,  on  "  True  Heroism,"  and  "  Perseve- 
rance against  Fortune"  —  many  parts  of 
Sandford  and  Merton,  and  of  "  True  Stories 
for  Children" — selections  from  the  lives  of 
eminent  men,  as  of  Howard,  &c.  From  pro- 
fane history,  as  the  accounts  of  Kegulus,  of 
the  citizens  of  Calais,  &c.  From  the  cha- 
racters of  Scripture,  as  Abraham's  and  Eli 's 
submission,  Stephen's  martyrdom  ;  and,  above 
all,  from  the  life  and  death  of  Him  who  set 
us  a  perfect  "  example  that  we  should  follow 
his  steps,"  whose  history  is  indeed  too  sacred 
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to  be  rendered  common,  but  must  be  im- 
parted to  children  as  they  are  able  to  relish 
and  to  enter  into  it. 

I  would  venture  to  remind  those  engaged 
in  the  work  of  education,  of  the  necessity  of 
practising  themselves  that  fortitude  and  pa- 
tience, which  they  are  desirous  of  cultivating 
in  their  young  charges.  A  mother  especially, 
and  in  her  feelings  an  affectionate  nurse  will 
closely  participate,  is  vulnerable  at  so  many 
points  :  the  objects  of  her  tenderest  affection 
are  exposed  to  so  many  diseases,  so  many 
hazards,  that  she  may  become  the  prey  to 
endless  fears,  equally  painful  to  herself  and 
injurious  to  her  children,  without  the  habitual 
exercise  of  self-government  and  principle — a 
principle  founded  on  the  conviction  that  it  is 
not  in  ourselves  to  preserve  life  and  health  ; 
that,  with  all  our  care  and  vigilance,  it  is 
comparatively  little  we  can  do,  and  that,  after 
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taking  every  reasonable  precaution,  our  only 
lasting  resource  is  to  commit  ourselves,  and 
those  nearest  to  us,  to  Him  "in  whom  we 
live  and  move,  and  have  our  being,"  who  hath 
numbered  the  very  hairs  of  our  head,  and  who 
suffereth  not  even  a  sparrow  to  fall  to  the 
ground  without  him.  It  is  not  sufficient 
barely  to  acknowledge  these  divine  truths ; 
they  must  be  "  inwardly  digested,"  and  form- 
ed into  practical  principles,  to  enable  a  tender 
parent  to  prepare  her  children  for  "  the  war- 
fare of  life,"  and  to  meet  with  composure  and 
submission  the  vicissitudes  and  anxieties 
necessarily  attendant  on  bringing  up  a  family. 
Nor  is  the  utter  fruitlessness  of  excessive  care 
to  be  forgotten ;  such  care,  by  enervating  the 
mind  and  weakening  the  body,  altogether  de- 
feats its  own  end,  making  way  for  the  very 
evils  it  would  guard  against;  and  what  is 
more  pitiable  than  the  state  of  that  child, 
who,  having  imbibed  his  mother's  sensations, 
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lives  a  prey  to  the  continual  dread  of  the 
common  casualties  of  life  ? 

It  may  be  well  here  to  add  a  particular 
caution  to  nurses,  who  are  too  often  inclined, 
in  times  of  sickness  and  solicitude,  to  give 
way  to  their  own  feelings,  and  thus  to  unfit 
themselves  for  rendering  the  help  and  sup- 
port so  much  needed  hy  the  mother,  as  well 
as  by  their  little  patients.  A  tearful  or  me- 
lancholy countenance  has  in  itself  a  depress- 
ing effect,  and  a  steady  cheerful  temper  of 
mind  is  almost  as  important  a  requisite  in  a 
nurse  as  tenderness  and  affection.  Some 
minds  are  naturally  endowed  with  such  a 
portion  of  fortitude,  as  enables  them  to  meet 
with  comparative  ease  the  roughnesses  and 
trials  of  life  ;  but,  with  most  of  us,  so  invalu- 
able an  attainment  is  to  be  acquired  only  by 
diligent  cultivation ;  by  little  and  little,  by 
many  efforts  and  daily  practice,  by  previous 
preparation  and  habit  of  mind,  rather  than 
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by  a  sudden  effort  at  the  moment  of  trial. 
It   is   a   remark   of  no  small  moment,   that 
"  health  should  be  the  preparation  for  sick- 
ness,   and    prosperity    for    adversity."      We 
should  labour,  therefore,  to  acquire  an  habi- 
tual composure,  self-possession,  and  presence 
of  mind,  and  as  far  as  possible  to  impart  the 
same  to  our  children;    to  be   always   quiet, 
quick   in   applying   the   necessary   remedies, 
not  yielding  to  sudden  alarms  and  agitations  ; 
never   indulging    in   the    injurious   habit   of 
screaming,   or  uttering  exclamations,  on  the 
various  accidents  of  a  nursery  ;  nor  urging  as 
a  plea  for  such  failures,  a  weakness  of  nerven. 
This,  in   the   present   day,   is   often  brought 
forward  as  a  cover  for  infirmities  which  are 
rather  to  be  condemned,  and  resolutely  over- 
come, than  palliated  or  indulged. 

It  is  desirable  for  parents,  and  those  en- 
trusted with  the  care  of  children,  to  instruct 
themselves  in  the  best  method  of  proceeding, 
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under  the  sudden  diseases  and  dangers  to 
which  children  are  the  most  liable,  as  convul- 
sions, choking,  wounds,  profuse  bleeding,  ac- 
cidents from  fire,  water,*  &c. 

*  See  Dr.  Aikin's  chapter  on  Presence  of  Mind, 
in  his  "  Evenings  at  Home." 
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CONNECTED  with  that  strength  of  charac- 
ter, the  cultivation  of  which  has  heen  recom- 
mended, is  independence.  It  will  be  of  great 
advantage  to  children  if  they  are  early  in- 
duced to  put  forth  their  powers;  to  resort 
first  to  the  resources  within  themselves ;  and, 
as  far  as  possible,  to  obtain  their  objects  by 
their  own  exertions.  Such  an  exercise 
strengthens  the  faculties,  and  gradually  pre- 
pares a  child  for  acting  alone;  whilst  the 
habit  of  having  everything  done  for  him, 
of  depending  upon  others  for  all  his  en- 
joyments, enervates  the  mind,  and  has  a  ten- 
dency to  weaken  the  active  powers.  The 
*'  I  can't,"  with  which  children  are  apt  to 
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reply  to  the  commands  given  them,  is  rarely 
to  be  admitted.  "  I  can't"  is  too  often 
brought  forward  merely  as  an  excuse  for  in- 
dolence, or  an  apology  for  disobedience. 
Our  pupils  must  learn  that  success  depends 
upon  resolute  exertion ;  and  that,  under  cer- 
tain limitations,  it  is  a  truth,  that  man  can 
do  what  he  chooses  to  do.  This  conviction, 
adopted  as  a  practical  principle,  will  be 
powerful  in  its  effects ;  and  will  materially 
contribute  to  improve  the  capacities,  and 
augment  the  usefulness  of  any  character.* 

*  "John  Hunter,  the  celebrated  surgeon,  being 
asked  by  what  methods  he  had  contrived  to  succeed 
in  all  his  various  undertakings,  answered,  '  My 
rule  is  deliberately  to  consider,  before  I  commence, 
whether  the  thing  is  practicable.  If  it  be  not  prac- 
ticable, I  do  not  attempt  it ;  if  it  be  practicable,  I 
can  accomplish  it,  if  I  give  sufficient  pains  to  it — 
and  having  begun,  I  never  stop  till  the  thing  is  done. 
To  this  rule  I  owe  all  my  success.9 " 
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Children  will  act  with  prudence,  will  employ 
and  take  care  of  themselves,  very  much  in 
proportion  as  we  lead  them  to  do  so ;    we 
must  manifest  our  confidence  in  them,  if  we 
would  render  them  worthy  of  it.     Where  can 
we  find  a  being  more  helpless,  more  unable 
to  contrive  for  himself,  to  guard  against  dan- 
ger, or  to  escape  from  it  when  it  comes  upon 
him,  than  a  child  who  has  been  brought  up 
by  his  mother's  or  his  nurse's  side ;  looking 
to  her  for  every  enjoyment,  and  feeling  his 
safety  to  be  wholly  dependent  on  her  care  ? 
On  the  other  hand,  it  may  excite  surprise  to 
observe  how  much  good  sense  and  self-pos- 
session   children    will    display    when    early 
accustomed     to     depend    upon     themselves. 
This  object,  like  every  other  connected  with 
education,  is  not  to  be  attained  by  great  ef- 
forts, but  gradually,  and  by  gentle  measures. 
We  are  not   to   impose   upon   children  that 
which  is  beyond  their  strength  or  skill ;  but 
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we  may  lead  them  to  take  pleasure  in  accom- 
plishing their  objects  without  assistance,  to 
feel  it  a  point  of  honour  to  pursue  them,  not- 
withstanding some  difficulties ;  to  extricate 
themselves,  to  submit  to  trouble,  and  to  sur- 
mount obstacles. 

As  it  is  by  the  "  neglect  of  beginnings" 
that  bad  habits  are  contracted,  we  should  not 
overlook  even  those  minor  occurrences  of 
life,  which  early  afford  opportunities  for  in- 
culcating a  spirit  of  independence.  For  ex- 
ample :  a  little  child  runs  to  the  door,  impa- 
tiently turns  and  twists  the  handle,  but 
cannot  open  it;  the  nurse  springs  up  and 
does  it  for  him.  But  it  would  have  J>eeii 
better  had  she  kindly  encouraged  him  to 
exert  his  own  skill,  and  with  the  aid  of  her 
instructions  to  effect  his  purpose.  He  may 
by  degrees  take  care  of,  and  put  away,  his 
own  playthings,  dress  himself,  &c. ;  but  in 
urging  him  to  these  little  efforts,  care  will  be 
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required  that  we  do  not  carry  it  so  far  as  to 
make  them  too  serious  a  business,  or  to  try 
his  temper.  As  he  advances  in  age,  let  him 
in  his  walks  climb  the  gate  and  hedge  alone ; 
attend  to  his  own  garden;  saddle  his  own 
pony ;  and,  as  far  as  he  is  able,  find  amuse- 
ments for  himself  in  his  play  hours.  When 
it  can  be  done  with  safety,  he  may  occasion- 
ally be  entrusted  with  the  care  of  a  younger 
brother  or  sister.  This  has  a  tendency  to 
endear  children  to  each  other;  the  elder 
feels  the  younger  to  be  under  his  particular 
protection,  whilst  the  younger  looks  up  to 
his  brother  for  help  and  defence.  By  culti- 
vating these  sentiments,  we  may  check  the 
oppression,  teasing,  and  consequently  disputes, 
so  common  between  the  elder  and  younger 
children  of  a  family. 

It  is  not  unfrequendy  the  case  that  mo- 
thers and  nurses  are  pleased  by  the  unquali- 
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fied  dependence  of  those  under  their  care, 
and,  for  self- gratification,  encourage  it  at  the 
expense  of  their  children.  They  strive  to 
retain  their  influence,  and  to  secure  a  selfish 
affection,  by  rendering  their  darlings  help- 
less, and  by  fostering  their  babyish  habits. 
But  it  is  to  be  remembered,  that  general  in- 
dependence and  vigour  of  character  are  per- 
fectly compatible  with  the  dependence  of 
affection.  This,  indeed,  is  an  object  of  first- 
rate  importance,  and  must  necessarily  spring 
out  of  that  tenderest  connexion — the  con- 
nexion between  a  mother  and  her  children ; 
it  must  be  the  result  of  those  innumerable 
kindnesses,  of  that  flow  of  love  and  sympathy, 
which  an  affectionate  and  judicious  mother 
cannot  but  uniformly  display  toward  her 
children.  Such  a  mother  needs  not  the  aid 
of  a  morbid  dependence  to  retain  her  influ- 
ence ;  she  has  no  occasion  to  nurture  the 
infirmities  of  her  children,  that  she  may 
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strengthen  their  affection.  It  is  to  be  de- 
sired that  children  should  possess  the  greatest 
tenderness  toward  a  mother,  an  enjoyment 
and  delight  in  her  society,  a  reverence  for  her 
opinions,  and  submission  to  her  authority, 
combined  with  power  to  act  alone,  and  to 
pursue  their  independent  objects  with  vigour 
and  pleasure ;  for  it  is  necessary  to  all,  but 
more  especially  to  boys,  that  they  should 
mingle  strength  with  affection;  that  they  should 
be  manly  as  well  as  tender,  and  be  trained  to 
help,  as  well  as  to  be  helped. 
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As  idleness  is  the  inlet  to  most  other  evils, 
so  it  is  hy  industry  that  the  powers  of  the 
mind  are  turned  to  good  account.  That  so 
little  is  effected  hy  most  people,  may  be  at- 
tributed much  more  to  the  waste  and  mis- 
application, than  to  the  want  of  natural 
powers ;  and  it  will  generally  be  found  that 
usefulness  of  character  depends  more  upon 
diligence  than  anything  else,  if  we  except 
religious  principle.  It  is  therefore  highly 
important  to  train  up  children  to  habits  of 
industry,  application,  and  perseverance.  They 
should  early  be  made  sensible  of  the  infinite 
value  of  time ;  they  should  be  made  to  un- 
derstand that  no  economy  is  so  essential  as 
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the  economy  of  time  ;  and  that,  as  by  squan- 
dering pence  we  are  very  soon  deprived  of 
pounds,  so  by  wasting  minutes  we  shall  lose 
not  only  hours,  but  days  and  months.  They 
ought  not,  therefore,  to  be  allowed  to  remain 
idle,  "  because  it  is  not  worth  while"  to  un- 
dertake any  employment ;  for  this  is  an  ex- 
cuse often  brought  forward  during  those 
intervals  of  time  which  occur  in  the  course 
of  almost  every  day.  We  are  mistaken,  if  we 
suppose  that  industry  is  to  be  confined  to 
lesson  hours  :  children  may  be  as  idle  when 
at  play  as  over  their  books :  we  must 
therefore  take  care  that  the  time  devoted  to 
relaxation  be  properly  and  happily  employed. 
The  first  dawnings  of  a  listless,  dissatisfied 
disposition,  are  to  be  checked :  such  a  pro- 
pensity will  lead  a  child  to  loll  in  his  chair, 
to  stretch  on  the  ground,  rather  than  trouble 
himself  to  join  in  the  games  of  his  more  ac- 
tive companions  :  it  will  lead  him  to  seek  for 
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amusement,  first  in  one  thing,  then  in  an- 
other ;  but  to  rest  content  with  none.  To 
counteract  this  tendency,  it  is  necessary  to 
supply  children  with  pleasurable  objects — 
varied,  but  not  too  numerous — and  to  encou- 
rage a  vigorous  and  persevering  pursuit  of 
them.  It  is  desirable,  if  in  the  country,  that 
they  should  have  gardens  of  their  own,  tools, 
a  pony,  &c. ;  and  we  shall  find  it  an  import- 
ant advantage,  if  we  are  able  to  inspire  them 
with  a  taste  for  reading  as  an  amusement. 
This  will  be  promoted  by  the  habit  of  buying 
and  collecting  books  for  themselves;  each 
child  enjoying  the  privilege  of  a  little  library 
of  his  own. 

One  of  the  duties  of  a  nurse  is  to  employ 
her  charges  well  in  the  absence  of  their  pa- 
rents. If,  for  example,  she  provide  herself 
with  paper,  pencils,  paints,  little  pictures, 
&c.,  to  cut  out  and  paste,  as  employment  for 
wet  days  and  winter  evenings^  many  hours 
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may  be  spent  harmoniously  and  happily, 
which  in  an  ill-regulated  nursery  would  pass 
in  idleness,  and  consequently,  quarrelling 
and  mischief.  For  children  who  are  brought 
up  in  domestic  and  natural  habits,  it  will  not 
be  difficult  to  find  an  abundant  variety  of 
wholesome  and  simple  pleasures;  and  we 
should  carefully  avoid  exciting  a  desire  for 
artificial  amusements,  which,  if  they  produce 
no  other  ill  consequence,  are,  like  all  un- 
necessary stimulants,  enervating  in  their 
effects,  vitiating  to  the  taste,  and  likely  to 
abate  the  relish  for  more  common  and  more 
valuable  enjoyments.  Among  such  objec- 
tionable amusements  are  to  be  ranked  those 
of  the  theatre,  cards,  and  every  species  of  in- 
fantine gaming.* 

*  By  "  infantine  gaming"  it  is  intended  to  include 
only  those  games  in  which  children  play  for  money, 
or  which,  at  least,  may  lead  to  their  doing  so  at  some 
future  period. 
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We  must  endeavour  to  inspire  children 
with  the  spirit  inculcated  in  the  following 
precept — "  Whatsoever  thy  hand  findeth  to 
do,  do  it  with  thy  might,"  (Eccles.  ix.  10,) 
to  hring  them  gradually  "  to  he  a  whole  man 
to  everything."  This  is  an  acquirement 
fraught  with  the  most  important  advantages, 
though  of  very  difficult  attainment.  So  vola- 
tile is  the  mind  during  childhood,  so  averse 
to  restraint,  that  it  is  only  by  very  slow  de- 
grees the  habits  here  recommended  can  be 
formed.  We  must  not  expect  complete  suc- 
cess with  any  children,  and  with  some  the 
difficulty  will  appear  nearly  insurmountable. 
Energy  of  mind,  like  power  in  mechanism,  if 
once  attained,  may  be  directed  and  applied  to 
a  variety  of  objects;  but  the  want  of  this 
energy — an  indifference,  a  spiritlessness  of 
character — is  a  defect  most  difficult  to  be 
overcome.  Our  ordinary  resources  are  apt 
to  fail  with  minds  of  this  cast ;  for  with  them 
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the  hope  of  obtaining  a  desired  object,  the 
wish  for  rewards,  the  love  of  reputation,  and 
even  a  sense  of  duty,  will  readily  yield  to 
every  difficulty,  and  rarely  triumph  over  that 
aversion  to  labour,  which,  if  suffered  to  pre- 
vail, has  a  tendency  to  undermine  whatever 
is  excellent  or  valuable.  In  the  treatment 
of  children  of  this  character,  a  double  portion 
of  patience  and  perseverance  is  required; 
and,  with  all  our  efforts,  we  may  appear  to 
effect  very  little ;  but  that  little  will  probably 
lead  to  more.  We  must  observe  their  tastes  ; 
and,  if  possible,  excite  activity,  by  presenting 
them  with  objects  which  particularly  accord 
with  their  inclination.  We  may  sometimes, 
with  those  of  good  dispositions,  accomplish 
our  purpose,  by  engaging  their  affections, 
and  working  upon  love  more  than  upon  fear. 
It  will  also  be  especially  necessary  to  guard 
against  that  deceit  which  is  too  often  the 
consequence  of  indolence ;  for  a  child  habi- 
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tually  indolent,  will  make  it  his  object  to  get 
through  every  employment,  particularly  his 
lessons,  with  as  little  trouble  to  himself  as 
possible ;  and  the  consciousness  of  his  defi- 
ciencies— the  consciousness  of  having  failed 
in  duty,  will  almost  inevitably  induce  him  to 
take  refuge  in  falsehood  or  mean  excuses. 
We  should  therefore,  as  far  as  possible,  avoid 
trusting  such  children  to  learn  their  lessons 
alone;  for  this  will  be  exposing  them  to 
temptation.  Let  it  be  an  object  to  give  them 
employments  which  they  cannot  evade — from 
which  there  are  no  means  of  escaping :  some- 
thing to  be  done,  and  not  merely  to  be  learnt. 
For  instance,  it  will  be  better  to  set  them  so 
many  lines  to  write,  rather  than  to  learn  by 
heart.  If  tasks  must  be  set,  they  should  be 
made  as  short,  as  defined,  as  mechanical  as 
possible,  and  learnt  in  the  presence  of  the 
teacher.  To  all  children,  perhaps,  the  rudi- 
ments of  learning  may  be  made  easier,  by 
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rendering  them  as  mechanical  as  the  subject 
admits  of.  It  may  be  better  not  to  tell  a 
little  child,  that  he  shall  spell  his  lessons  till 
he  does  it  without  a  mistake  ;  but  to  desire 
him  to  spell  it  so  many  times  over,  aloud  and 
distinctly,  as  the  business  of  the  day.  Chil- 
dren will  also  learn  more  readily,  when  their 
lessons  are  regulated  by  established  rules. 
If  a  child  be  uncertain  how  much  he  is  to 
read,  he  will  probably  murmur  when  the 
portion  is  shown  to  him.  Rather  let  it  be 
fixed,  that,  to  read  so  much — to  spell  so 
many  words  so  many  times,  &c.,  is  to  be  the 
regular  business  of  every  day.  He  will  then 
come  with  a  prepared  mind,  which  is  as  im- 
portant to  the  success  and  good  temper  of 
children  as  of  ourselves.  On  this  account  a 
daily  perseverance  in  teaching,  and  regular 
hours,  are  necessary.  The  habit  of  omitting 
lessons  on  every  slight  excuse,  has  an  inju- 
rious effect ;  and  a  child  will  come  very  un- 
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willingly  to  be  taught,  who,  from  his  past 
experience,  daily  hopes  that  he  may  put  off 
the  task,  or  escape  it  altogether. 

It  ought  to  be  our  object,  that  our  pupils 
should  advance  surely,  rather  than  rapidly. 
The  most  important  advantage  of  lessons — of 
regular,  daily  lessons  in  childhood,  is  this  : — 
That  they  afford  us  an  excellent  opportunity 
of  enforcing  habits  of  self-subjection,  dili- 
gence and  attention,  and  an  opportunity  of 
cultivating  a  taste  for  intellectual  pursuits. 
In  the  first  ten  years  of  life,  it  is  not  the 
quantity  of  knowledge  acquired,  but  the  habit 
of  learning  well,  that  is  of  consequence. 
With  very  young  children,  however,  even 
this  principle  is  to  be  acted  upon  with  mode- 
ration. It  is  a  rule  that  such  a  portion 
should  be  read,  spelt,  &c. ;  and  our  object  is 
to  have  this  portion  done  well :  but  we  must 
be  prepared  for  constant  fluctuations  in  our 
little  pupils.  The  fixed  portion  of  business 
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must,  indeed,  be  done ;  and  if  we  perceive  a 
spirit  of  self-will  and  disobedience,  this  must 
be  corrected.  But  that  our  pupils  will  be 
at  one  time  more  industrious ;  at  another, 
less  so ;  at  one  time,  vigorous ;  at  another, 
listless  ;  at  one  time,  quick  :  at  another,  ap- 
parently slow  and  dull — must  be  expected : 
it  is  the  nature,  the  constitution  of  children. 
These  changes  are  to  be  borne  with  unruffled 
patience  and  quietness,  and  expressions  of 
displeasure  carefully  avoided ;  for  it  is  hurt- 
ful, and  utterly  useless,  to  upbraid  children 
with  dulness  and  inattention.  Let  us  get 
through  the  lesson — get  through  it  as  well  as 
we  can ;  and  then,  if  the  child  display  no 
positive  naughtiness,  leave  it.  The  fixed 
portion  of  business  being  completed,  the 
child  is  to  be  dismissed ;  and  there  is  little 
doubt  we  shall  accomplish  more  at  some 
future  period. 

But  the  self-love  of  parents  and  teachers 
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is  very  apt  to  insinuate  itself  into  this  employ- 
ment. We  do  not  like  that  other  children 
should  read  and  write  better  than  ours ;  we  are 
mortified  at  not  gaining  the  immediate  fruit 
of  our  labour — that  the  directions  given  to 
day  are  not  practised  to-day.  Our  pupil 
seldom  keeps  pace  with  our  impatience  :  this 
irritates  the  temper,  and  brings  down  com- 
plaints and  punishments  upon  the  poor  child, 
for  defects  which  often  arise  more  from  a 
want  of  power,  than  a  want  of  will.  Thus, 
so  painful  an  association  with  his  books  is 
excited,  as  may  prove  of  serious  disadvantage 
to  him  in  after  life.  This  mistake  is  gene- 
rally to  be  observed  in  young  mothers,  and 
those  unaccustomed  to  the  infirmities  of  child- 
hood. It  should  be  remembered,  that  the 
actual  result  of  each  individual  lesson  is  of 
little  importance,  if  no  bad  habits  are  formed, 
or  wrong  tempers  excited.  It  is  by  a  long 
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succession  of  lessons   that  progress  will  be 
perceived ;   by  "  line  upon  line,  and  precept 
upon  precept."      Not  that  we  are  to  expect 
that  children  can  be  properly  taught  without 
discipline,  or  that  the  whole  of  learning  can 
be  rendered  merely  an  amusement.      Some 
objects  absolutely  require  labour   and   self- 
subjection;  but  at  the  same  time  there  is  no 
doubt  that  a  judicious  teacher,  with  many 
children,  may  excite  a  great  deal  of  spirit  m 
learning,  and  may  impart  instruction  on  a 
variety  of  subjects,  so  as  to  interest  and  de- 
light rather  than  fatigue.      If  once  we  are 
able  to  enlist  in  the  cause  the  inclination  of 
a  child,  the  chief  difficulty  is  removed :  th^re 
will  be  little  doubt  of  his  success,    and  we 
render  him  a  lasting  service.     How  careful, 
then,    should    we  be  to    make   learning    as 
agreeable  as  possible,  to  beware  of  exciting 
disgust  towards  study,  and  to  nurture  a  lite- 
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rary  taste,  not  only  as  good  in  itself,  but  as 
an  important  preservative  from  evil,  especially 
to  boys,  in  future  life  1 

It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  the  common  mode 
of  teaching  has  more  to  do  with  the  memory 
than  the  understanding.  With  many  children 
whose  innumerable  "  tasks  are  painfully 
learnt  and  darkly  understood,"  the  memory  is 
exercised,  not  to  say  burthened,  whilst  the 
real  cultivation  of  the  mind,  the  improvement 
of  the  reasoning  powers,  and  the  formation  of 
good  intellectual  habits,  are  overlooked.*  Is 

*  See  Locke  on  the  Conduct  of  the  Understand- 
ing, and  Watts  on  the  Mind;  books  from  which 
many  excellent  hints  may  be  derived  on  the  subject 
of  education.  Of  the  latter,  Dr.  Johnson  remarks, 
"  Few  books  have  been  perused  by  me  with  greater 
pleasure  than  Watts'  improvement  of  the  Mind. 
Whoever  has  the  care  of  instructing  others  may  be 
charged  with  deficiency  in  his  duty,  if  this  book  is 
not  recommended." 

I  2 
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it  not  to  this  cause  that  often  may  be  attri- 
buted the  imperfect  and  superficial  know- 
ledge, the  want  of  literary  taste,  in  those  who 
have  been  taught  merely  by  the  common 
school  routine — and  is  it  not  desirable  that 
such  deficiencies  be  remedied  as  far  as  possi- 
ble, during  the  intervals  of  time  passed  at 
home,  by  directing  the  attention  to  English 
reading — to  the  study  of  natural  history,  and 
other  interesting  pursuits  ?  As  it  is  sensible 
objects  which  the  soonest  attract  attention  in 
early  life,  the  works  of  nature  may  easily  be 
rendered  the  medium  of  continual  instruction 
and  amusement  to  children.  On  this  ac- 
count, natural  history,  in  its  various  branches, 
is  particularly  useful,  as  both  pleasure  and 
improvement  may  be  derived  from  the  habit 
of  observing  and  examining  the  various  objects 
with  which  we  are  surrounded.* 

*  The  advantages  of  such  a  habit  are  displayed 
in    that   highly   interesting  work,  White's  Natural 
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A  high  standard  is  desirable  in  intellectual 
pursuits,  as  well  as  in  those  of  still  greater 
value.  Nothing  can  be  less  ornamental  than 
accomplishments  performed  in  a  poor  style 
and  with  bad  taste,  or  than  that  superficial* 
and  imperfect  knowledge  which 

" is  proud  that  it  has  learnt  so  much." 

But  whilst  we  endeavour  to  inspire  our  chil- 
dren with  a  desire  to  do  well  whatever  they 
undertake,  whilst  we  endeavour  to  turn  to  the 
best  account  both  their  time  and  talents,  we 
must  beware  of  raising  our  expectations  too 
high;  for  if  an  ambitious  spirit  insinuate 
itself  into  the  business  of  education,  it  will  be 
a  source  of  mortification  to  the  parent,  and  of 
irritation  to  the  children.  It  is  but  too 
probable  that  in  this  case  the  latter  will  be 

History  of  Selborne :  and  in  the  story  of  Evenings 
at  Home,  entitled  "  Eyes  and  no  Eyes." 
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over-urged  by  the  former ;  and,  thus,  those 
very  objects  frustrated  which  have  been  pur- 
sued with  too  much  eagerness. 

In  cultivating  habits  of  industry,  applica- 
tion, and  perseverance,  we  are  to  remember 
that  there  is  a  medium  to  be  observed  in  this, 
as  in  every  other  branch  of  education.  These 
qualities  are  of  so  much  value,  that  they  de- 
mand a  full  share  of  our  attention :  but  we 
are  not  so  to  pursue  them,  as  to  infringe  upon 
the  necessary  liberty  and  the  truest  enjoyment 
of  children.  It  ought  again  to  be  repeated , 
that  all  unnecessary  restraint  is  only  so  much 
unnecessary  evil.  We  must  also  treat  with 
much  tenderness  that  lassitude  and  apparent 
indolence,  which  even  slight  indisposition  will 
occasion  in  children.  In  the  short  time  de- 
voted to  lessons  we  may  gradually  employ  a 
stricter  discipline  :  but  in  play  hours,  although 
it  is  a  positive  duty  strongly  to  oppose  listless- 
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ness  and  indolence;  yet  with  healthy  and 
well-trained  children,  we  shall  find  little  else 
necessary  than  to  direct  their  activities, 
to  encourage  their  projects,  and  to  add  to  their 
pleasures. 
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THERE  are  few  defects  which  appear  earlier 
than  vanity.  Children  delight  in  being 
noticed  and  admired ;  and  it  is  therefore  of 
importance,  that  amidst  all  our  affectionate 
attentions  to  them,  all  our  efforts  for  their 
good  and  happiness,  we  guard  against  nurtur- 
ing their  self-love,  self-importance,  and  fond- 
ness for  admiration.  Children  ought  to  be 
the  objects  of  our  assiduous  attention — we 
should  be  willing  to  give  up  our  time,  not 
only  for  the  more  serious  business  of  educa- 
tion, but  to  please,  to  amuse,  and  to  make 
them  happy.  This,  however,  may  be  done 
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without  throwing  back  their  attention  on 
themselves.  We  may  show  them  every  kind- 
ness without  flattering  their  vanity  ;  but  here 
many  people  are  apt  to  mistake :  their  notice 
is  bestowed  in  so  injudicious  a  manner.  IF,  for 
instance,  upon  the  entrance  of  children  into 
a  room,  a  general  whisper  of  approbation  go 
round  the  circle ;  if  remarks  are  made  on 
their  persons,  their  carriage,  and  their  man- 
ner ;  if  their  sayings  are  eagerly  listened  to 
and  repeated  in  their  presence,  the  ill  effect  is 
inevitable. 

Praise  and  encouragement,  judiciously  and 
sparingly  administered,  will  have  effects  very 
different  from  those  produced  by  the  kind  of 
notice  here  objected  to.  The  one  injures 
whilst  it  pleases,  leading  the  subjects  of  it  to 
think  of  themselves,  and  exciting  a  self-com- 
placency, which  is  very  soon  followed  by  dis- 
play ;  the  other  is  a  just  reward  of  merit,  and 
a  stimulus  to  what  is  good.  In  bestowing 


122  VANITY 

praise,  however,  even  when  most  deserved, 
we  should  hear  in  mind  the  great  importance 
of  leading  our  children  to  a  hahit  of  examin- 
ing their  motives,  of  doing  right  from  a  sense 
of  duty,  rather  than  from  the  love  of  applause, 
or  the  desire  of  excelling  others.  Whilst  we 
stimulate  to  exertion,  care  must  at  the  same 
time  be  taken  to  uphold  the  beauty  of  humi- 
lity as  the  chief  ornament  of  childhood ;  but 
unless  this,  in  some  measure,  exist  in  our  own 
hearts,  unless  we  ourselves  are  influenced  by 
that  meek  and  quiet  spirit  which  is  in  the 
sight  of  God  of  great  price,  there  is  little 
hope  that  we  shall  succeed  in  our  endeavours 
to  foster  it  in  others. 

An  excess  of  personal  vanity  is  rarely  to 
be  overcome  by  direct  opposition,  or  positive 
restraint.  We  shall  be  more  likely  to  succeed 
in  counteracting  such  a  disposition,  by  allow- 
ing to  external  appearance  its  due  value,  its 
due  share  of  attention — by  inculcating  general 
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moderation  in  every  selfish  gratification,  and 
still  more,  by  improving  the  tone  of  mind, 
and  raising  it  to  higher  tastes  and  better  ob- 
jects.    Dress  should  be  treated  as  a  matter  of 
very  secondary  importance ;   new  and  smart 
clothes  ought  not  to  be  offered  as  a  reward 
for  good  conduct ;  and  whether  they  are  to  be 
of  one  shape  or  another,  this  colour  or  that, 
is  never  to  be  brought  forward  as  an  affair  of 
consequence.      Too   much  restraint   on  this 
subject  generally  defeats  its  own   end,    and 
renders  dress,  just  what  we  should  wish  it  not 
to  be,  an  object  of  unnecessary  thought  and 
attention.     The  desire  to  please,  so  strongly 
implanted  in  the  heart,  must  be  allowed  to 
have  some  play,  and,  when  kept  within  due 
bounds,  is  not  to  be  despised  or  treated  as  a 
fault ;  whilst  we  strictly  avoid  all  that  is  in- 
correct or  extravagant,  we  should  not,   un- 
necessarily, expose  our  children  to  the  pain 
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and  awkwardness  of  feeling  themselves  singu- 
lar in  manner  and  appearance. 

Closely  connected  with  vanity  is  affectation, 
to  which  children  are  also  exceedingly  prone. 
Nothing  can  be  more  delightful  than  the 
innocent  prattle  and  merriment  of  a  child, 
when  it  flows  simply  from  the  gaiety  of  his 
heart— we  should  encourage  it,  and  be  merry 
with  him ;  but  if  we  have  the  weakness,  may 
we  not  say  the  unkindness,  to  let  him  see 
that  he  is  an  object  of  attention  and  admira- 
tion, to  put  him  upon  showing  off  his  pretty 
ways,  for  the  amusement  of  our  friends,  or 
allow  it  to  be  done  for  the  laugh  of  the  kit- 
chen ;  we  gain  our  object  indeed,  he  is 
sprightly  and  talkative,  but  no  longer  because 
he  is  gay  at  heart,  but  because  he  longs  to 
be  noticed  and  admired — and  this  is  affecta- 
tion. Those  who  are  accustomed  to  children 
will  be  able  quickly  to  discern  affectation,  not 
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only  in  their  words  and  actions,  but  even  in 
their  looks,  and  should  always  disappoint  it 
— always  receive  it  with  coldness  and  disap- 
probation. 

We  shall  succeed  very  imperfectly  in 
securing  our  children  from  vanity  and  affecta- 
tion, unless  we  first  set  a  guard  upon  our 
own  conduct — unless  we  ourselves  are  acting 
from  better  motives  than  the  love  of  admira- 
tion, or  the  desire  of  excelling  others ;  unless 
our  own  manners  are  simple  and  natural.  If 
it  be  the  main  object  of  those  who  are  engaged 
in  education,  that  themselves  or  their  children 
should  please  and  excel,  a  similar  spirit 
will  most  likely  show  itself  in  the  objects 
of  their  care.  If  we  allow  ourselves  to 
speak  in  affected  tones  of  voice  ;  fondling  our 
children  to  excess;  and  using  extravagant 
expressions  of  affection  and  admiration,  a 
defect  so  frequent  amongst  nurses,  something 
answering  to  it  will  certainly  appear  in 
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them ;  for  we  shall  find  that  they  are  won- 
derfully alive  to  sympathy  and  imitation ; 
quick  in  discerning  what  passes  before  them, 
especially  if  it  regard  themselves,  and,  when 
we  least  suppose  it,  strongly  affected  by  the 
conduct  and  feeling  of  those  around  them. 
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ON  this  subject  there  is  little  to  be  said :  for 
it  is  only  those  who  have  refined  and  delicate 
feelings,  who  shrink  from  all  that  is  coarse  or 
impure,  and  who  desire  for  themselves  to  be 
"  wise  unto  that  which  is  good,  and  simple 
concerning  evil,"  who  can  fully  appreciate  so 
invaluable  a  spirit  in  their  children,  or  who 
would  know  how  to  guard  it  in  them  as 
the  choicest  plant,  though  of  the  tenderest 
growth.  If  children  are  tempted  to  commit 
other  faults,  if  they  are  misled  into  other 
errors,  there  is  great  hope  that  the  voice  of 
conscience  will  be  heard,  and  bring  them 
back  to  the  path  of  duty :  but  if  the  purity  of 
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the  mind  be  sullied  or  lost,  this  cannot  be 
regained ;  the  outward  conduct  may  be  cor- 
rect; but  a  beauty,  a  charm — a  security  to 
all  that  is  good,  is  gone.  The  necessity  of 
giving  children  good  principles  is  generally 
acknowledged,  but  the  importance  of  inspir- 
ing them  with  good  tastes  is  much  oftener 
overlooked.  A  correct  moral  taste  will  not 
only  prove  an  invaluable  aid  to  religious 
principle,  but  will  be  a  safeguard  against  the 
inroads  of  corruption,  even  when  religion  has 
but  too  little  influence  on  the  heart.  Purity 
of  character  is  so  little  in  unison  with  the 
spirit  of  the  world,  that,  unless  carefully 
cherished  and  watched  over,  we  cannot  hope 
to  retain  it ;  and  it  is  on  this  account,  more 
than  on  any  other,  that  companions  for 
children  should  be  selected  with  the  greatest 
care  ;  that  unguarded  intercourse  with  others 
is  to  be  dreaded ;  low  company  prohibited ; 
and  that  peculiar  discernment  and  discretion 
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are  necessary  in  the  choice  of  those  to  whose 
care  they  are  entrusted. 

During  the  first  ten  years  of  life,  it  is  ge- 
nerally the  case,  both  with  hoys  and  girls,  that 
the  character  is  chiefly  formed  by  female  in- 
fluence ;  and  how  well  calculated  ought  that 
nfluence  to  prove,  to  foster  the  purity  and 
innocence  of  childhood  !  It  is  only  to  be 
lamented  that  women,  both  in  the  higher  and 
lower  walks  of  life,  should  endanger  that 
refined  delicacy  so  essential  to  their  character, 
by  ever  allowing  themselves  to  treat  what  is 
impure  as  a  subject  of  curiosity  or  amuse- 
ment; by  admitting  conversation  which  is 
not  perfectly  delicate  ;  by  reading  books  of  an 
improper  tendency,  or  by  devouring  promis- 
cuously the  contents  of  our  public  papers.* 

*  Perhaps  no  amusement  can  be  less  suitable  than 
this  for  elder  children,  or  young  people,  especially 
girls,  and  it  is  surprising  that  newspapers  are  so  often 
entrusted  to  them. 
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Even  little  children  are  sometimes  inclined, 
in  their  measure,  to  indelicate  conversation, 
and  will  indulge  in  it,  for  the  amusement  of 
each  other,  and  to  excite  a  laugh  :  but  in 
nothing  has  a  license  of  tongue  a  more  cor- 
rupting effect ;  and  any  tendency  to  indelicacy 
in  words  or  actions,  is  one  of  the  few  things 
in  children  which  ought  to  be  treated  with 
severity.  An  incorrect  word,  or  an  improper 
trick,  in  infancy,  may  at  the  time  be  amusing, 
as  appearing  to  spring  from  childish  playful- 
ness and  humour :  but  here  an  object  of  no 
small  importance  is  at  stake ;  we  are  to 
manifest  our  disapprobation  both  towards 
the  offender  and  those  who  are  amused  at  his 
fault,  and  we  must  take  care  that  our  looks 
correspond  with  our  conduct;  for  a  secret 
smile  will  more  than  counteract  the  effect  of 
the  severest  reproof. 

A  great  deal  on  the  subject  before  us  will 
depend  on  the  nice  principles,  the  correct 
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propriety,  and  the  constant  watchfulness  of  a 
nurse  :  for  it  is  by  a  strict  and  minute  atten- 
tion to  little  things,  that  modest  and  refined 
habits  are  formed,  and  a  disgust  induced  at 
all  that  is  improper  and  vulgar.  A  nurse 
cannot  be  too  much  guarded  in  what  she 
does  or  says  in  the  presence  of  her  children, 
nor  must  she  fancy  that  they  are  always 
infants,  or  less  alive  than  herself  to  what 
passes  before  them.  At  the  same  time,  the 
precautions  taken  should  be  perceived  as 
little  as  possible ;  for  she  will  defeat  her  end, 
if  she  excite  curiosity  by  giving  the  idea  that 
there  is  something  to  be  concealed. 

Diligence  and  regular  employment  are 
great  safeguards  to  purity,  for  it  is  the  indo- 
lent and  vacant  mind  that  is  the  most  suscep- 
tible of  improper  impres  sions. 

When  children  ask  embarrassing  questions, 
we  are  not  to  deceive  them,  or  resort  to  a 
falsehood  that  we  may  keep  them  in  ignorance. 

K  2 
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If  we  receive  such  questions  -with  an  un- 
moved countenance,  and  seeming  indifference  ; 
without  the  least  air  of  mystery  or  conceal- 
ment, and  with  no  apparent  awkwardness  or 
confusion ;  we  may  answer  them  with  truth, 
though  perhaps  only  in  part,  without  exciting 
further  curiosity,  or  improperly  opening  their 
minds,  and  we  may  easily  prevent  their  pur- 
suing the  subject,  by  diverting  their  thoughts 
to  other  objects.  It  is  also  to  be  remembered, 
that  there  are  some  things  which  it  is  safer 
for  children  to  learn  from  their  parents,  than 
from  those  who  are  less  judicious  and  less 
guarded;  for,  in  many  cases,  it  is  not  so 
much  the  matter  of  fact,  as  an  improper  spirit 
in  conveying  it,  which  is  injurious  to  the 
mind. 
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LOCKE  considers  that  manner  is  the  object 
of  next  importance  to  religion  and  virtue,  to  be 
preferred  to  learning ;  and  it  is  evident  that 
there  is  no  passport  so  good  in  the  world — 
nothing  that  adds  so  great  a  lustre  to  virtue, 
or  that  so  well  brings  into  daily  use  more 
solid  acquirements.  "  Good  manners  are 
the  blossom  of  good  sense,"  and,  may  it  not 
be  added,  of  good  feeling  too ;  for  if  the  law 
of  kindness  be  written  in  the  heart,  it  will 
lead  to  that  disinterestedness  in  little  as  well 
as  in  great  things — that  desire  to  oblige,  and 
attention  to  the  gratification  of  others,  which 
is  the  foundation  of  good  manners.  If,  there- 
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fore,  we  are  successful  in  inspiring  children 
with  such  a  disposition,  we  secure  the  most 
important  means  of  rendering  them  pleasing. 
We  should  endeavour  early  to  infuse  the 
spirit  of  that  precept,  "  Honour  all  men  ;"  to 
teach  them  that  kindness  and  civility  are  due 
to  all ;  that  a  haughty,  peremptory,  or  con- 
temptuous manner  is  not  only  ill-bred,  hut 
unchristian ;  and  that  this  is  especially  to  be 
guarded  against  in  their  behaviour  to  servants. 
Nor  will  young  people,  generally,  be  tempted 
to  treat  with  unkindness  those  whose  services 
claim  a  return  of  affection  and  gratitude, 
unless  they  are  led  to  it  by  the  example  of 
others. 

It  will  also  be  necessary  to  guard  children 
against  vulgar  habits,  against  roughness  of 
manner,  as  well  as  coarseness  of  mind ;  as 
loud  talking  and  laughing,  the  use  of  violent 
exclamations  and  expressions,  "  shocking  ! 
terrible !  monstrous  1"  &c. ;  nor  should  they 
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be  allowed  to  continue  their  infantine  language 
too  long  :  the  imperfect  words  and  broken 
sentences  of  an  infant  will  be  unpleasant,  and 
appear  like  affectation,  when  used  by  elder 
children ;  but  this  habit  is  often  encouraged 
by  the  affected  and  babyish  tones  of  voice,  in 
which  their  attendants  frequently  address 
them.  It  is  essential  to  good  breeding  that 
children  be  taught  to  express  themselves 
well,  and  to  speak  distinctly  and  grammati- 
cally. 

As  satire  and  ridicule  are  instruments  ill 
calculated  to  be  employed  in  education,  so 
any  tendency  to  these  dispositions  in  children 
themselves  is  to  be  repressed  ;  mimickry  also, 
though  highly  amusing,  ought  to  be  discou- 
raged, as  being  likely  to  induce  an  unpleasing 
and  improper  turn  of  mind. 

Good  conduct  at  meals  is,  with  children, 
a  fair  criterion  of  good  manners,  and  meals 
may  be  made  use  of  as  favourable  opportu- 
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nities  for  inculcating  propriety  of  behaviour. 
Children  should  be  taught  to  sit  down  and 
rise  up  from  table,  at  the  same  time ;  to  wait 
whilst  others  are  served,  without  betraying 
eagerness  or  impatience ;  to  avoid  noise  and 
conversation  ;  and,  if  they  are  no  longer  con- 
fined to  the  nursery,  to  be  able  to  see  deli- 
cacies without  expecting  or  asking  to  partake 
of  them.  To  know  when  to  be  silent,  is 
more  important  to  good  manners  than  is  ge- 
nerally supposed.  Speaking,  when  it  inter- 
rupts reading  or  conversation,  and  the  habit 
of  contradicting  others,  should  be  checked,  as 
also  that  of  ill-timed  garrulity,  so  unpleasing 
in  some  children,  and  which  generally  springs 
from  an  undesirable  self-confidence  and  for- 
wardness of  character. 

Nor  is  the  person  to  be  neglected  in  early 
life  ;  for  it  will  spare  children  many  awkward 
feelings  as  they  grow  up,  if  they  are  taught 
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to  walk  and  to  carry  themselves  well;  to 
enter  and  leave  a  room,  and  to  address  others, 
with  ease  and  propriety.  With  many,  the 
acquirement  of  this  external  polish  will  prove 
a  very  slow  work,  and  a  subject  of  consider- 
able difficulty  ;  hut  if  we  see  an  amiable  and 
obedient  disposition,  there  is  every  reason  to 
hope  that  roughness  of  manner  will  be 
smoothed  down  by  time  and  the  example  of 
others.  Parents  ought  not,  therefore,  to 
allow  themselves,  from  their  own  irritability 
and  impatience,  to  render  manner,  as  is  the 
case  in  so  many  families,  the  cause  of  daily 
vexation,  and  of  continual,  though  fruitless 
complaints.  We  must  receive,  with  patience 
and  good-nature,  numberless  little  failures  in 
those  whose  happiness  it  is  to  think  little  of 
the  effect  they  produce  upon  others ;  nor  is 
it  by  reproofs  and  admonitions,  showered 
down  upon  the  child  at  the  moment  in 
which  we  wish  him  to  display  his  good  man- 


138  MANNERS   AND    ORDER. 


ners,  that  we  shall  effect  our  purpose :  but 
by  accustoming  him  to  exercise  habitual 
kindness  and  civility  towards  his  companions, 
and  those  with  whom  he  lives.  With  all  our 
care,  however,  we  are  not  to  expect  that  the 
manners  of  children  will  be  superior  to  those 
of  the  persons  with  whom  they  chiefly  asso- 
ciate ;  for  in  nothing  is  it  more  true  that 
"  we  are  all  a  sort  of  chameleons,  and  still 
take  a  tincture  from  things  around  us."  On 
this  account,  as  on  every  other,  it  is  of  im- 
portance that  children  should  witness  no 
vulgar  habits  in  the  nursery,  and  that  the 
conversation  between  the  nurses  themselves 
should  be  guarded  and  correct. 

But  here  it  must  be  remarked,  that  in  our 
earnestness  to  render  our  children  pleasing, 
and  to  improve  their  manners,  care  will  be 
required  that  we  do  not  rob  them  of  their 
chief  charm,  the  simplicity  of  childhood  ;  for 
how  greatly  are  to  be  preferred,  even  an  un- 
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couthness  of  behaviour,  and  awkward  shy- 
ness, to  anything  of  [premature  forwardness, 
formality,  or  affectation ! 

"  Affectation  is  but  lighting  up  a  candle  to 
our  defects,  and,  though  it  has  the  laudable 
aim  of  pleasing,  always  misses  it."*  We 
must  also  avoid  working  upon  vanity  to  se- 
cure good  manners,  lest  we  nurture  that  love 
of  admiration  which  is  apt,  but  too  soon,  to 
take  an  overbearing  possession  of  the  heart. 


ORDER. — the  general  order  of  a  nursery 
will  be  greatly  promoted  by  early  rising,  by 
regular  hours  for  all  the  employments  of  the 
day,  and  by  an  attention  to  this  maxim, 

*•  A  place  for    everything,    and    everything    in    its 
place." 

Method  and  true  order  are  attainments  of  a 
higher  stamp   than    is    generally  supposed ; 

*  Locke. 
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for  they  are  not  only  useful  in  the  lesser 
concerns  of  life,  but  necessary  to  success  in 
the  most  important  objects;  it  is  by  these 
that  the  powers  and  activity  of  the  mind  are 
turned  to  good  account.  "  Method,"  as  Mrs. 
H.  More  says,  "  is  the  hinge  of  business, 
and  there  is  no  method  without  order  and 
punctuality."  "  Method  is  important  as  it 
gains  time  ;  it  is  like  packing  things  in  a  box  ; 
a  good  packer  will  get  in  half  as  much  more 
than  a  bad  one."  * 

*  Cecil. 
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RELIGIOUS  INSTRUCTION    AND   RELIGIOUS 
HABITS. 

RELIGIOUS  education  has  been  so  ably  and 
satisfactorily  treated  in  several  works  already 
before  the  public,*  that  the  author  would  be 
unwilling,  even  were  she  competent,  to  offer 
a  full  or  unconnected  disquisition  on  the  sub- 
ject. But  as  she  could  not  entirely  omit  that 
which  is  the  foundation  of  all  good  education, 
she  has  slightly  touched  upon  some  points, 
which,  from  her  own  experience,  she  conceives 
to  be  of  particular  importance. 

*  Monro's  Pious  Institutions  of  Youth — Babing- 
ton's  Practical  View  of  Christian  Education — Dod- 
ridge's  Sermons  on  Education ;  and  the  Works  of 
Mrs.  Trimmer  and  Mrs.  H.  More  on  the  same 
subject. 
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"  The  spirit  of  true  religion  is  diffusive,  and 
therefore  they  that  are  actuated  by  it,  as  they  wish 
the  happiness  of  all,  so  they  labour  to  set  them  in 
the  right  way  that  leads  to  it,  and  more  especially 
will  they  do  so,  with  respect  to  those  whom  the 
divine  Providence  has  put  under  their  immediate 
direction  and  conduct,  whom  the  Father  of  spirits 
hath  committed  to  their  care  as  so  many  talents, 
which  he  expects  they  should  improve  for  his  ser- 
vice and  to  his  glory.  Parents  should  remember 
that  their  children  are  designed  to  be  citizens  of 
another  world,  and  therefore  that  their  principal 
study  must  be,  how  to  fit  them  for  the  employs  of 
that  blessed  state.  The  instinct  of  nature  prompts 
parents  to  do  good  to  their  children;  but  religion 
exalts  these  instincts,  gives  them  more  noble  ten- 
dencies, higher  aims,  and  a  diviner  bias."* 

It  is  the  deeply-rooted  conviction,  that  in 
bringing  up  a  child  we  have  to  do  with  an 
immortal  spirit,  which^can  alone  excite  that 

*  See  Monro's  Pious  Institutions  of  Youth,  vol.  i. 
pages  18,  19,  33. 
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strength  of  feeling,  and  depth  of  interest, 
essential  to  the  performance  of  our  highest 
duties  toward  him.  That  many  well-mean- 
ing parents,  who  take  it  for  granted  they  are 
bringing  up  their  families  religiously,  mani~ 
fest  so  little  earnestness  in  the  cause,  that 
religion  is,  in  fact,  made  so  secondary  an  ob- 
ject, must  in  many  cases  be  attributed  to  the 
want  of  strong  practical  faith  ;  to  the  want 
of  a  real  and  operative  belief  in  the  solemn 
and  repeated  declarations  of  Scripture,  that 
the  present  world  is  but  a  state  of  probation, 
and  that  on  the  short  time  spent  here,  de- 
pends the  everlasting  condition  of  every  indi- 
vidual. Amidst  the  various  cares,  engage- 
ments, and  pleasures  of  life,  there  is  great 
danger  of  neglecting  those  things  which, 
though  most  important,  are  least  seen.  We 
are  called  upon  to  apply  ourselves  in  earnest, 
and  "  whilst  it  is  called  to-day,"  to  the  reli- 
gious improvement  of  our  children,  as  those 
5 
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whose  "  time  is  short,"  as  those  who  remem- 
ber that  in  this  case  there  is  a  double  uncer- 
tainty, in  the  lives  of  their  children,  and  in 
their  own,  as  those  who  know  that  the  pre- 
sent may  be  the  only  opportunity  of  per- 
forming the  high  duties  required  at  their 
hands.  But  enlightened  zeal  is  ever  accom- 
panied by  wisdom  and  prudence — our  efforts 
will  many  times  be  hidden  and  unseen,  for 
when  outward  exertion  would  be  ill-timed  or 
injudicious,  may  not  a  parent  promote  the 
best  interests  of  her  children  by  that  unob- 
served vigilance,  that  spirit  of  the  heart, 
which  we  may  confidently  believe  will  not  fail 
of  its  reward  ? 

Some  parents  are  deficient  in  the  religious 
care  and  instruction  of  their  children,  from 
the  false  notion,  that  as  it  is  divine  grace 
alone  which  can  change  the  heart,  so  they 
have  little  else  to  do  than  to  sit  still,  and 
leave  their  children  to  the  operation  of  that 
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grace ;  supposing  that  with  it  all  will  be  well, 
and  that,  without  it,  whatever  they  can  do  is 
to  little  purpose :  whilst  others  fall  into  the 
contrary  extreme,  and,  confining  their  views 
to  human  efforts,  often  fail  by  imposing  bur- 
thensome  restraints,  and  rendering  religious 
duties  laborious  and  wearisome: — but  there 
is  a  happy  medium  between  those  opposite 
errors. — The  belief  that  God  is  pleased  to 
work  by  means  ;  that  he  has  graciously  pro- 
mised to  bless  the  faithful  use  of  these  means ; 
that  he  has  declared,  as  we  sow,  so  also  shall 
we  reap ;  that  he  has  commanded  us  "  to 
train  up  a  child  in  the  way  he  should  go, 
and  when  he  is  old  he  will  not  depart  from 
it ;"  this  belief  will  stimulate  to  a  diligence, 
a  constancy,  and  a  fervency  of  spirit  in  the 
religious  education  of  our  children.  At  the 
same  time,  the  sense  of  our  own  insuffi- 
ciency— the  conviction,  that  although  we  may 
plant  and  water,  it  is  God  alone  who  can  give 
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the  increase,  will  combine  that  moderation 
with  our  earnestness  and  activity,  that  calm- 
ness and  quietness  with  our  zeal,  without 
which  they  will  often  prove  ineffectual,  and 
should  lead  us  to  implore  the  divine  aid  and 
blessing  so  graciously  promised  to  those  who 
ask. 

It  is  not  to  be  forgotten,  that  as  religion  is 
the  most  important,  so  also  it  is  the  most 
sacred  of  all  subjects ;  and  that  although, 
from  its  importance,  it  is  ever  to  be  kept  in 
view,  yet,  from  its  sacred  character,  it  must 
not  be  made  too  common  or  familiar. 

"  True  religion"  (a  late  valuable  writer 
remarks)  "  may  be  compared  to  a  plum  on 
the  tree,  covered  with  its  bloom ;  men  gather 
the  plum,  and  handle  it,  and  turn  and  twist 
it  about,  till  it  is  deprived  of  all  its  native 
bloom  and  beauty."  We  are  in  danger  of 
doing  this,  if  we  impart  religious  instruction 
as  a  task,  either  to  ourselves  or  our  pupils : 


RELIG10DS   INSTRUCTION.  147 

if  we  attempt  to  teach  the  sacred  truths  of 
Christianity,  whilst  we  have  little  sense  of 
their  beauty,  or  of  the  savour  that  attends 
them  ;  if  we  are  in  the  habit  of  bringing  for- 
ward religion  without  a  corresponding  feeling 
and  reverence  :  if  we  can  talk  of  it  with  the 
lips,  whilst  the  heart  is  little  alive  to  the 
subject;  and  if  we  imperceptibly  adopt  a  re- 
ligious tone,  because  it  prevails  amongst  those 
about  us.  By  this  mode  of  proceeding,  we 
may  encourage  in  those  under  our  influence 
an  outward  profession  of  what  is  good  ;  but 
we  are  not  likely  to  foster  that  substantial 
and  practical  principle,  which  is  the  life  of 
religion. 

It  is  a  very  mistaken  idea,  and  not  the 
result  of  experience,  that  regular  connected 
teaching  is  unnecessary  on  religious  subjects. 
We  have  the  divine  command,  "  Thou  shalt 
teach  them  diligently."  It  is  therefore  our 
absolute  duty  to  obey,  and  to  enlighten  the 
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understandings  of  our  children  in  religious 
truth,  in  proportion  as  they  are  able  to  re- 
ceive it.  But  we  are  to  enter  upon  this 
work  not  as  we  would  undertake  the  dry 
routine  of  a  common  lesson,  but  as  a  business 
in  which  we  peculiarly  need  that  wisdom 
which  cometh  from  above ;  as  a  business  that 
has  to  do  with  the  heart  more  than  the  head  ; 
in  which  our  chief  endeavour  should  be  to 
engage  the  inclinations  and  affections  of  our 
pupils :  a  business  of  incalculable  import- 
ance, as  regarding  the  most  momentous  in- 
terests of  those  to  whom  we  are  bound  by  the 
tenderest  ties.  In  the  study  of  the  Scrip- 
tures, it  is  not  enough  to  read  them  as  a 
letter,  it  should  be  our  desire  to  imbibe  our- 
selves, -and  to  infuse  by  sympathy  into  the 
hearts  of  our  children,  a  measure  of  that 
spirit  which  breathes  throughout  them.  We 
would  not,  for  example,  give  them  the  parti- 
culars of  the  life  and  death  of  the  Lord  Jesus, 
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merely  to  be  accurately  learnt  and  remem- 
bered as  any  other  subject  of  historical  in- 
formation ;  but  it  ought  to  be  our  object  so 
to  communicate  this  most  interesting  of  all 
narratives,  as  to  excite  in  their  hearts  a  love 
and  gratitude  towards  him  as  their  divine  and 
compassionate  Redeemer. 

Although  we  would  not  lessen  the  value  of 
other  means  of  instruction,  it  is  evident 
that  the  most  important  and  purest  source  of 
religious  knowledge  is  the  simple,  unpre- 
judiced study  of  the  Bible.  If  we  take  the 
Scriptures  in  their  regular  order,  omitting 
only  those  parts  which  are  above  the  com- 
prehension of  children,  they  will  supply 
"  that  which  is  able  to  make  them  wise  unto 
salvation :"  every  Christian  doctrine,  every 
important  precept,  will  be  presented  in  suc- 
cession, and  will  afford  the  most  favourable 
opportunity  for  useful  observations  and  indi- 
vidual application;  and  these  will  be  most 
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likely  to  prove  beneficial  when  they  spring 
naturally  from  the  subject  before  us,  and  from 
the  lively  feeling  which  it  excites.  Fenelon 
advises,  that  we  should  not  only  tell  children 
that  the  Bible  is  interesting  and  delightful, 
but  make  them  feel  that  it  is  so.  We  should 
endeavour  to  make  them  feel  the  deep  inte- 
rest of  the  narratives  it  contains,  and  the 
exquisite  beauties  with  which  it  abounds. 
This  cannot  be  accomplished  if  they  read  it 
as  a  task ;  an  historical  acquaintance  with 
Scripture  is,  indeed,  very  desirable ;  but  it  is 
from  a  taste  for,  and  an  interest  in  the  sacred 
writings,  that  the  most  important  benefits  are 
to  be  derived. 

As  children  are  little  capable  of  receiving 
abstract  ideas,  it  is  probable  that  they  will 
not  derive  much  benefit  from  being  instructed 
in  doctrines  separate  from  facts ; — by  facts,  we 
may  convey  a  strong  and  simple  view  of  the 
most  important  truths  of  Christianity.  If, 
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for  example,  we  can  represent  in  lively 
colours  to  their  imaginations,  the  "beautiful 
history  of  our  Lord  calming  the  storm  when 
"  the  waves  beat  into  the  ship,"  and  his  voice 
was  "  mightier  than  the  noise  of  many  waters," 
they  will  imbibe  a  stronger  and  more  practi- 
cal sense  of  his  almighty  power,  than  could 
have  been  imparted  to  them  by  any  bare 
statement  of  his  divinity.  We  shall  also  best 
be  able  to  impress  upon  their  minds  his 
infinite  mercy  and  compassion  towards  us, 
by  reading  or  relating  to  them,  so  as  to  realize 
the  transactions,  and  interest  the  feelings, 
such  narratives  as  those  of  our  Lord's  taking 
the  infants  in  his  arms,  and  blessing  them  ; 
of  his  raising  the  widow's  son,  of  his  healing 
the  lunatic  child,  and,  lastly,  of  his  suffering 
and  dying  for  our  sakes,  that  we  might  be 
made  the  heirs  of  eternal  life. 

It  is  of  great  importance  that  all  religious 
instruction    be    given   to   children   with   re- 
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ference  to  practice.  If  they  are  taught  that 
God  is  their  Creator  and  Preserver,  it  is  that 
they  may  ohey,  love,  and  adore  Him  ;  if  that 
Christ  is  their  Almighty  Saviour,  it  is  that 
they  may  love  him,  give  themselves  up  to 
him,  and  trust  in  him  alone  for  forgiveness 
and  salvation ;  if  that  the  Holy  Spirit  is  the 
"  Lord  and  Giver  of  life,"  it  is  that  they 
should  beware  of  grieving  that  secret  guide, 
which  will  lead  them  out  of  evil,  will  enable 
them  to  bring  forth  the  fruits  of  righteous- 
ness, and  prepare  them  for  a  state  of  blessed- 
ness hereafter.  The  omnipresence  of  God 
should  also  be  strongly  and  practically  im- 
pressed upon  the  mind  in  early  life,  not  only 
as  a  truth  peculiarly  calculated  to  influence 
the  conduct,  but  as  a  continual  source  of 
consolation  and  support  in  trouble  and  dan- 
ger. 

It  is  to  be  remembered,  that  religious  in- 
struction is  not  to  be  forced  upon  children  : 
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wisdom  is  required  in  communicating  it  to 
them,  that  we  may  give  them  "  food  con- 
venient" for  them,  nourishing  them,  not  with 
strong  meat,  but  with  "  the  sincere  milk  of 
the  word,"  that  they  may  grow  thereby ; 
making  the  best  use  of  the  natural  and  gra- 
dual opening  of  their  understandings  :  and 
we  may  acknowledge,  with  thankfulness,  that 
there  is  something  in  the  human  mind  which 
answers  to  the  most  simple  and  sacred  truths  : 
— the  mind  of  man  seems  formed  to  receive 
the  idea  of  Him  who  gave  it  being.  A  pre- 
mature accuracy  of  religious  knowledge  is 
not  to  be  desired  with  children  :  but  that  the 
views  of  divine  truth  which  they  receive, 
should  be  sound  and  scriptural,  and  so  com- 
municated as  to  touch  the  conscience.  If 
the  conscience  be  touched  ;  if  the  fear  of 
God  be  excited ;  a  fear  to  offend  him  ;  a 
dread  of  sin ;  there  is  something  to  work 
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upon,  and  a  foundation  is  laid  for  advance 
ment  in  religion,  as  the  character  ripens. 
But  we  are  not  to  forget  the  general  balance 
of  Scripture,  or  to  give  force  to  one  part  by 
overlooking  another.  Thus,  in  our  en- 
deavours to  touch  the  conscience,  and  to 
excite  a  dread  of  sin,  we  must  also  be  care- 
ful to  represent  our  Creator  as  the  God  of 
love,  the  God  of  peace,  the  Father  of  mercies, 
— to  direct  the  attention  of  our  children  to 
that  "  Lamb  of  God,  which  taketh  away 
the  sin  of  the  world ;"  that  the  result  of  our 
labours  may,  with  the  divine  blessing,  be  a 
union  of  fear  and  love  in  the  hearts  of  our 
pupils ;  that  tenderness  of  conscience  should 
not  lead  to  the  spirit  of  bondage ;  nor  fear 
degenerate  into  religious  terror,  and,  conse- 
quently, superstition. 

In  the  minds  of  many  people,  from  the 
want  of  this  early  judicious  care,  religion  and 
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superstition,  quite  unknown  to  themselves, 
have  become  strangely  interwoven.  They 
surrender  themselves  to  superstitious  or  en- 
thusiastic impressions,  because  they  do  not 
distinguish  them  from  the  voice  of  truth,  and 
feelings  of  piety  ;  but  enlightened  religion  is, 
in  fact,  in  direct  opposition  to  superstition : 
they  are  as  different  as  light  from  darkness ; 
for  superstition  quits  the  solid  ground  of  re- 
vealed truth,  and  forms  conceptions  for  itself, 
of  what  the  Divine  will  may  be  towards  his 
creatures.  But  it  should  be  our  object  to 
give  to  children  a  scriptural,  and,  therefore, 
a  reasonable  and  healthful  view  of  religion  ; 
to  guard  them  against  all  that  is  erroneous 
and  morbid,  and  to  prepare  them  for  the  re- 
ception of  "  the  spirit  of  power,  of  love,  and 
of  a  sound  mind." 

The  curiosity  so  natural  to  children  is  not 
to  be  hastily  repressed,  on  religious  subjects; 
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— we  are  rather  to  direct  than  to  reprove  it, 
remembering  that,  within  due  bounds,  the 
exercise  of  the  natural  powers  may  be  made 
subservient  to  the  most  important  ends  in 
acquiring  religious  knowledge.  At  the  same 
time,  any  tendency  to  a  critical,  cavilling 
disposition,  is  to  be  uniformly  discouraged  ; 
nor  is  it  of  small  importance,  that  children 
should  be  guarded  against  the  influence  of 
those  from  whom  they  may  imbibe  such  a 
habit  of  mind.  As  their  understandings  im- 
prove, they  may  be  led  to  consider  the  infinite 
distance  between  God  and  man, — that  "  He 
is  the  high  and  lofty  One  that  inhabiteth 
eternity,"  whilst  man  is  like  "  a  shadow  that 
declineth,"  or  as  the  grass  of  the  field,  which 
"  in  the  morning  flourisheth  and  groweth  up, 
but  in  the  evening  is  cut  down  and  wither- 
eth ;"  that  we  see  but  the  smallest  part  of  the 
works  of  God  ;  and  of  that  small  part,  much 
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is  to  us  incomprehensible ; — but  that,  great 
as  he  is,  his  love  extends  to  the  meanest  of 
his  creatures ;  that  for  man  he  has  provided 
eternal  happiness;  and  that  in  the  Scrip- 
tures he  has  been  pleased  to  reveal  all  that 
is  necessary  for  us  to  know  and  believe,  in 
order  to  attain  it : — that  we  are,  therefore, 
to  approach  these  treasures  of  heavenly 
knowledge,  with  no  expectation  of  finding 
every  difficulty  solved,  or  all  made  clear  to 
our  weak  and  narrow  understandings ;  but, 
with  a  humble  and  teachable  disposition,  for 
spiritual  food,  and  for  spiritual  life :  knowing 
that  "  the  secret  things  belong  unto  the  Lord 
our  God ;  but  those  things  which  are  re- 
vealed belong  unto  us  and  to  our  children 
for  ever,  that  we  may  do"  them.  If  we 
attempt  to  explain  the  deep  mysteries  of 
religion  further  than  the  Scripture  has  ex- 
plained them,  we  shall  be  more  likely  to 
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degrade  what  is  most  sacred,  and  perplex  the 
mind,  than  to  enlighten  the  understanding, 
or  elevate  the  affections. 
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BESIDES  the  religious  instruction  of  chil- 
dren, we  have  also  to  attend  to  the  formation 
of  religious  habits.  If  these  he  well  esta- 
blished in  early  life,  even  though  the 
heart  be  not  always  engaged  in  them  as  it 
ought  to  be,  yet  something  is  gained.  Such 
habits  frequently  become  the  channels  through 
which  spiritual  good  is  conveyed ;  besides, 
whenever  the  vital  principle  of  religion  be- 
gins to  operate,  they  render  the  path  of  duty 
less  difficult. 

Amongst  the  most  important  religious 
habits  may  be  ranked  the  daily  exercises  of 
devotion, — a  fixed  time  and  plan  for  reading 
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the  Scriptures;  a  regular  attendance,  and  a 
serious  behaviour,  at  a  place  of  worship ;  and 
a  practical  regard  to  the  Sabbath. 

DEVOTIONAL  EXERCISES. — In  bringing  up 
children  to  regular  and  stated  devotional  ex- 
ercises, it  will  be  also  necessary  to  instruct 
them  in  the  true  nature  of  prayer ;  and  this 
may  best  be  done  by  examples.  We  may 
remind  them  that  the  woman  of  Canaan 
prayed,  when,  though  often  rejected,  she  still 
called  upon  her  Saviour,  "  Lord,  help  me  ;" — 
that  the  disciples  prayed,  when,  in  the  midst 
of  the  tempest,  they  cried,  "  Lord,  save  us, 
we  perish;"  (Matt,  viii.) — that  the  publican 
prayed,  when  he  smote  upon  his  breast, 
saying,  "  God,  be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner ;"' 
— that  the  blind  man  prayed,  when,  notwith- 
standing many  discouragements,  he  still  re- 
peated, "  Thou  son  of  David,  have  mercy 
upon  me ;" — and  that  these  are  all  instances 
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of  that  fervent   and  humble  prayer   of  the 
heart,  "  which  availeth  much."  * 

Children  may  he  asked,  if  they  were  hun- 
gry or  athirst,  distressed  or  in  danger,  in  what 
manner  they  would  call  upon  their  earthly 
parents  for  relief  and  deliverance;  and  re- 
minded that  it  is  with  the  like  earnestness 
they  should  beseech  their  heavenly  Father 
to  pardon  their  sins,  to  strengthen  their 
weakness,  "  to  deliver  them  from  evil,"  and 
to  grant  them  his  favour,  which  is  better 
than  life.  Their  attention  should  be  directed 
to  the  powerful  and  tender  affections  of  their 
earthly  parents  towards  them  ;  that  from  this 
consideration  they  may  be  the  better  able  to 
comprehend  the  love  of  God,  as  being  infi- 
nitely greater,  more  tender,  and  unchange- 
able. They  may  be  taught,  that  as  God 
heareth  the  ravens  cry,  and  satisfieth  the 

*  See  an  excellent  paper  on  Prayer,  printed  by 
Forbes,  Brighton. 
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wants  of  every  living  thing,  much  more  is  he 
ever  attentive  to  the  feeblest  desire,  or  the 
least  sigh  raised  in  the  hearts  of  his  children 
toward  him :  that  it  is  the  prayer  of  the 
heart  alone  which  is  acceptable  in  his  sight, 
although  a  form  of  sound  words  is  valuable 
as  an  assistance  in  raising  the  affections,  and 
confining  the  wandering  thoughts. 

But  children  are  too  often  suffered  to  re- 
peat their  prayers  with  as  little  reflection,  and 
almost  as  little  reverence,  as  they  manifest 
in  the  common  engagements  of  the  day.  We 
should  endeavour  to  bring  them  into  a  serious 
and  tranquil  state  of  mind  before  they  kneel 
down.  They  may  then  be  reminded  of  their 
faults  with  good  effect,  and  thus  gradually 
accustomed  to  unite  self-examination  with 
the  duties  of  devotion;  examination,  not 
only  of  their  outward  conduct,  but  of  their 
motives ;  a  habit  so  essential  to  real  religious 
advancement ! 
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The  morning  and  evening  afford  the  best 
opportunities  for  devotional  exercises ;  and  it 
should  be  our  earnest  desire  to  accustom  our 
children  to  begin  and  close  the  day  with  Him 
in  whom  they  "  live,  and  move,  and  have 
their  being ;"  to  accustom  them  "  to  seek 
first  the  kingdom  of  God ;"  to  make  it  their 
first  business,  on  waking,  to  give  thanks  for 
the  mercies  which  are  "  new  every  morning," 
and  to  seek  for  daily  strength,  support,  and 
protection;  that  thus,  when  they  rise,  they 
may  still  be  with  him  ;  that  he  may 

"  Guard  their  first  springs  of  thought  and  will, 
And  with  himself  their  spirits  fill." 

In  the  evening,  when  they  have  prayed  for 
pardon  and  peace,  let  us  endeavour  to  infuse 
the  spirit  of  that  beautiful  expression  in  the 
Psalms — "  I  will  both  lay  me  down  in  peace 
and  sleep,  for  thou,  Lord,  only,  makest  me 
dwell  in  safety."  At  no  time  is  the  influence 
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of  a  mother  more  valuable  than  when  her 
children  are  retiring  to  rest.  It  is  then  that, 
having  ceased  from  the  business  and  the 
pleasures  of  the  day,  their  minds  are  quieted, 
their  feelings  more  tender,  and  more  fitted 
for  the  reception  of  religious  impressions. 
Happy  is  it  if  the  spirit  of  her  own  heart  be 
such  as  to  enable  her  to  make  full  use  of 
these  favoured  moments ;  to  make  use  of 
them  as  valuable  opportunities  for  with- 
drawing the  hearts  of  her  children  from 
things  which  are  temporal,  and  of  fixing 
deeper  and  more  lively  impressions  of  those 
which  are  eternal.  In  the  absence  of  a 
mother  on  these  occasions,  it  is  the  duty  of 
an  assistant  as  far  as  possible  to  supply  her 
place.  When  a  child  has  repeated  his  even- 
ing prayers,  she  should  not  allow  him  to 
return  to  trifling  conversation  or  common 
pursuits,  but  take  him  quietly  to  bed,  and 
she  will  find  it  beneficial  and  gratifying  to 
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him  then  to  read  a  psalm  or  hymn,  as  the 
last  thing  before  she  leaves  him. 

The  prayers  of  children  should  be  simple, 
and  suitable  to  their  understandings  and  state 
of  mind  :  we  must  not,  however,  expect  that 
they  will  always  enter  into  them  with  the 
feeling  we  may  desire.  Yet,  as  we  are  to 
persevere,  through  all  discouragements,  in 
the  performance  of  this  sacred  duty  ourselves, 
must  we  not  also  train  up  our  children  to  it, 
notwithstanding  their  great  infirmities,  in 
simple  obedience  to  the  express  commands  of 
God ;  in  humble  reliance  on  his  blessed  pro- 
mises ;  and  with  full  confidence  in  Him,  who 
is  not  an  high  priest  ithat  cannot  be  touched 
with  the  feeling  of  our  infirmities,  but  who 
ever  liveth  to  make  intercession  for  us  ?  and 
might  we  not  hope,  that  the  prayers  of  our 
children  would  be  less  defective,  were  the 
spirits  of  those  about  them  more  serious  and 
more  devotional  ? 
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A  love  for  the  sublime  and  beautiful  works 
of  nature  should  be  early  cultivated,  not 
merely  as  affording  a  source  of  pure  enjoy 
ment,  but  as  a  taste,  which,  if  properly 
directed,  may  promote  a  devotional  spirit,  and 
elevate  the  mind,  by  raising  the  views, 
through  "  things  which  are  seen,"  to  Him 
who  is  invisible. 

"  Happy,  who  walks  with  him  !     whom  what  he 

finds, 

Of  flavour,  or  of  scent,  in  fruit  or  flower ; 
Or  what  he  views  of  beautiful  or  grand 
In  nature,  from  the  broad  majestic  oak 
To  the  green  blade  that  twinkles  in  the  sun, 
Prompts  with  remembrance  of  a  present  God  ! 
His  presence,  who  made  al]  so  fair,  perceived. 
Makes  all  still  fairer." 

• 

GRACE  BEFORE  MEAT. — Children  should  be 
taught  to  receive  their  daily  bread  as  from 
the  hand  of  God,  and  that  excellent  custom  of 
grace  before  and  after  meat  ought  surely  to 

6 
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be  kept  up  in  the  nursery,  as  an  open 
acknowledgment  of  gratitude  to  the  Giver  of 
all  good. 

DAILY  STUDY  OF  THE  SCRIPTURES.  —  It 
will  be  of  advantage  if  the  daily  portion  of 
scriptural  instruction  can  be  given  to  children 
as  the  first  employment,  after  their  morning 
prayers ;  and  it  is  much  to  be  desired  that 
parents  would  retain  this  part  of  education 
in  their  own  hands ;  for  the  situation  of  a 
parent  gives  advantages  for  the  performance 
of  this  duty,  which  are  rarely  possessed  in  an 
equal  degree  by  a  tutor  or  governess.  Per- 
haps the  earliest  scriptural  lessons  are  best 
given  in  conversation,  assisted  by  prints.* 

*  It  is  related  in  the  life  of  Dr.  Doddridge,  pre- 
fixed to  his  Works,  that  "  his  parents  brought  him 
up  in  the  early  knowledge  of  religion.  Before  he 
could  read,  his  mother  taught  him  the  history  of  the 
Old  and  New  Testament,  by  the  assistance  of 
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By  this  simple  method,  even  very  young 
children,  before  they  can  read,  are  capable  of 
understanding,  and  of  profiting  by,  many 
parts  of  sacred  history.  A  reference  to 
Wallis's  map  of  Canaan,  with  little  figures, 
and,  when  children  are  old  enough,  to  Burder's 
Oriental  Customs,  or  Calmet's  Dictionary, 
will  add  to  the  interest  of  the  historical  parts 
of  the  Bible,  and  will  contribute  to  render  the 
Scripture  lessons  amusing  as  well  as  in- 
structive. 

THE  SABBATH. — As  the  common  business 
of  life  is  to  be  laid  aside  on  the  Sunday,  so 
the  engagements  of  this  day  should  be  of  a 
wholly  different  character  from  those  of  the 
week :  and  if  a  practical  regard  to  the  Sab- 

some  Dutch  tiles  in  the  chimney  of  the  room  where 
they  usually  sat,  and  accompanied  her  instructions 
with  such  wise  and  pious  reflections  as  made  strong 
and  lasting  impressions  upon  his  heart/' 
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bath  be  early  established,  and  its  employ- 
ments, which  may  so  easily  be  done,  are 
rendered  attractive  and  interesting,  children 
will  enter  upon  them  from  choice,  and  neither 
expect  nor  wish  for  any  others. 

The  study  of  the  Scriptures  may  be 
agreeably  diversified,  either  by  looking  out, 
with  the  assistance  of  marginal  references 
and  a  concordance,  the  various  texts  on  one 
particular  subject,  as  on  prayer,  almsgiving, 
duty  to  parents,  &c. ;  or  by  tracing  the  chain 
of  prophecy  relating  to  the  Messiah,  with 
corresponding  passages  in  the  New  Testa- 
ment ;  by  studying  the  types  which  beauti- 
fully illustrate  his  character  and  offices—  as 
the  paschal  lamb — the  brazen  serpent — the 
scape-goat,  &c. ;  or  by  reading,  with  a  par- 
ticular reference  to  the  lives  and  characters 
of  eminent  individuals — as  of  Abraham, 
Joseph,  Moses,  David,  &c.  The  Liturgy,  as 
well  as  the  Catechism,  will  also  afford  an  ex- 
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eellent  groundwork  for  scriptural  research: 
and  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  services  of 
the  Church  might  be  rendered  more  beneficial 
to  children,  if  previously  explained  to  them, 
and  illustrated  by  those  passages  in  the  Bible 
from  which  they  are  derived.  Nor  is  it 
necessary  that  children  be  confined,  on  the 
Sunday,  to  studying  the  Scriptures,  Cate- 
chisms, &c. : — there  are  many  books  suitable 
to  the  day,  which  will  afford  an  agreeable 
and  useful  variety,  and  which,  if  laid  aside  in 
the  week,  will  be  read  with  greater  pleasure. 
Hymns,  or  a  portion  of  Scripture,*  may  also 
be  committed  to  memory :  but  care  will  be 
required  that  these  be  neither  learnt  as  a 
common  task,  nor  repeated  in  a  hasty  or 
irreverent  manner.  When  children  write 
with  some  facility,  they  will  derive  pleasure 
from  copying  out  hymns ;  select  passages 

*  See  Mr.  Babington's  excellent  remarks  on  this 
subject. — Practical  Essay,  page  94,  &c. 
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from  the  Bible ;  or  the  texts  they  have 
looked  for,  on  particular  subjects,  in  a  book 
kept  for  the  purpose.  They  may,  besides, 
be  formed  into  a  class,  and  questioned,  on 
Sunday,  in  their  Scriptural  knowledge ;  and 
it  will  add  to  the  interest,  if  the  children  of 
more  than  one  family  can  be  united  in  this 
exercise. 

When  old  enough,  they  may  be  permitted 
to  share  in  the  labours  of  a  Sunday  school, 
or  make  choice  of  a  poor  child  as  a  private 
scholar  : — such  objects  are  valuable,  as  afford- 
ing suitable  occupation  for  the  Sunday ;  but 
still  more  so,  as  having  the  tendency  to  foster 
a  spirit  of  active  benevolence,  and  a  disposi- 
tion to  promote  the  interests  of  others. 

The  engagements  to  which  we  have  re- 
ferred, with  an  attendance  on  public  worship, 
and  necessary  recreation  and  exercise,  will 
fill  up  the  Sunday  usefully  and  agreeably. 
If  we  enter  into  the  full  meaning  of  these  ex- 
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pressions — "  shall  call  the  Sabbath  a  delight, 
the  holy  of  the  Lord,  honourable,"*  we  shall 
be  persuaded,  that  it  is  not  sufficient  to  en- 
force a  strict  regard  to  the  Sabbath  as  a  law  ; 
but  that  we  should  also  endeavour  to  infuse 
a  love  for  the  day,  as  one  of  peculiar  privi- 
leges ;  and  parents  may  promote  this  feeling, 
by  keeping  in  view  that  it  is  to  be  a  time  of 
rest,  as  well  as  of  religious  duty,  by  devoting 
themselves  more  than  ordinarily  to  their 
children :  and  by  rendering  the  Sunday  the 
season  for  the  best  kind  of  domestic  enjoyment. 

PUBLIC  WORSHIP. — Silence,  self-subjection, 
and  a  serious  deportment  both  in  f  family  and 
public  worship,  ought  to  be  strictly  enforced 

*  Isa.  Iviii.  12. 

t  It  may  not  be  irrelevant  to  the  subject  before 
us  to  observe,  not  only  the  value  of  family  worship 
for  the  sake  of  our  children,  but  also  the  importance 
of  conducting  it  so  as  to  render  it  to  them  a  profit- 
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in  early  life ;  and  it  is  better  that  children 
should  not  attend,  till  they  are  capable  of 
behaving  in  a  proper  manner.  But  a  practi- 
cal respect  for  the  Sabbath,  and  for  the  ser- 
vices of  religion,  is  but  an  effect  of  that  reve- 
rence for  everything  sacred,  which  is  of  pri- 
mary importance  early  to  establish  as  a  habit 
of  mind.  No  subject  connected  with  religion 
ought  to  be  treated  lightly  in  the  presence  of 
children.  If,  for  example,  we  think  that  we 
may  employ  the  words  of  Scripture  in  a  jocose 
or  trifling  manner,  that  we  may  make  slighting 
remarks  on  the  sermon  of  the  day;  that  we  may 
ridicule  the  voice  and  manner  of  the  preacher ; 

able  and  attractive  service.  "  Let  them  find  it 
short,  savoury,  simple,  plain,  tender,  heavenly. 
Worship,  thus  conducted,  is  an  engine  of  vast 
power  in  a  family.  Family  religion  is  of  unspeak- 
able importance  :  the  spirit  and  tone  of  your  house, 
the  bye  conversations  in  your  family,  will  have 
great  influence  on  your  children." — (Cecil's  Re- 
mains.) 
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that  we  may  speak  contemptuously  of  others, 
because  their  religious  principles  or  habits 
differ  from  our  own,  without  injury  to  our- 
selves, at  least  we  are  in  danger  of  leading 
our  children  to  view  religion  through  a 
critical  and  satirical  medium;  and  thus  to 
throw  in  their  way  one  of  the  greatest 
hindrances  to  religious  advancement.  To 
take  the  name  of  God  in  vain,  (as,  by  using 
it  in  common  conversation,  or  on  every  emo . 
tion  of  fear  and  surprise,)  is  an  offence  so 
glaring,  that  a  warning  against  it  might  be 
unnecessary,  were  it  not  that  some,  even  well- 
meaning  people,  almost  unknown  to  them- 
selves, are  apt  to  fall  into  it,  from  the  effect  of 
example  and  early  habit.  Such  a  use  of  the 
divine  name  is  not  only  to  be  most  seriously 
prohibited,  but  those  exclamations  which,  in 
fact,  convey  nearly  the  same  meaning ;  as 
Mercy  !  Bless  me  !  Good  heavens  !  Good 
gracious!  &c. 
Firmness,  and  sometimes,  resolution  and 
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authority,  may  be  required  in  the  first  esta- 
blishment of  religious  habits  ;  and,  as  far  as 
it  is  necessary,  they  should  be  exercised  ;  but 
never  in  such  a  manner  as  to  render  the 
most  sacred  duties  a  galling  and  burthensome 
yoke.  An  excess  of  strictness  is  injurious  in 
the  general  management  of  children ;  but  it 
is  especially  to  be  avoided  in  their  religious 
education.  If,  in  that,  we  draw  the  line  too 
tight,  we  may  not  only  excite  a  distaste  for 
what  is  good,  but  induce  concealment  and 
hypocrisy.  In  religion,  more  than  in  any 
other  object,  it  is  of  the  first  importance  to 
gain  over  the  affections  ;  to  draw  the  hearts 
of  our  children  by  the  chords  of  love  ;  that 
they  may  know  and  feel  for  themselves, 
that  "  her  ways  are  ways  of  pleasantness,"" 
and  that  "  all  her  paths  are  peace :" — 
"  Nor  know  we  anything  so  fair, 
As  is  the  smile  upon  her  face/'  * 
*  Wordsworth's  Ode  to  Duty. 
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Care  must  be  taken  not  to  press  too  closely 
upon  children  such  non-essential  points  as 
form  the  distinguishing  peculiarities  of  the 
various  sects  of  Christians.  It  is  a  question 
worthy  of  much  serious  consideration,  whe- 
ther such  points  are  of  a  nature  to  be  im- 
posed as  a  law  upon  those  who  are  placed 
under  our  authority ;  and  whether,  in  doing 
this,  there  may  not  be  a  danger  of  "  teaching 
for  doctrines  the  commandments  of  men," 
and  of  fettering  the  conscience,  by  false  as- 
sociations of  right  and  wrong  ?  We^are  more 
likely  to  prepare  our  children  for  the  recep- 
tion of  truth,  if  secondary  distinctions  are  not 
brought  into  prominent  view,  and  if  our 
efforts  are  directed  to  the  great  object  of 
leading  them  to  that  knowledge  of  God, 
and  of  his  Son  Jesus  Christ,  which  alone  is 
life  eternal.* 

If  children  live  under  a  religious  influence, 

*  John  xvii.  3. 
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some  vigilance  will  be  required,  lest  they 
should  assume  a  seriousness  which  is  not 
real.  Everything  unnatural,  everything  bor- 
dering on  hypocrisy,  is  to  be  most  carefully 
checked;  and  that  divine  test  deeply  im- 
pressed on  their  hearts,  as  on  our  own — "  If 
ye  love  me,  keep  my  commandments."  We 
must  not,  therefore,  force  either  the  feelings 
or  expression ;  satisfied,  that  if  the  true  prin- 
ciples of  Christianity  have  taken  possession 
of  the  heart,  it  will,  necessarily,  manifest  it- 
self in  something  better  than  in  words  or  pro- 
fession. 

Children  must,  besides,  be  guarded  against 
placing  too  much  dependence  upon  external 
observances.  We  are  to  bring  them  up  with 
a  reverence  and  a  value  for  the  ordinances 
of  religion ;  and  to  accustom  tliem  to  a  dili- 
gent and  persevering  attendance  upon  them 
as  a  sacred  and  important  duty,  to  which 
secondary  objects  ought  always  to  yield. 

N 
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But.  at  the  same  time,  they  will  be  able  to 
understand  that  these  ordinances,  of  them- 
selves, are  wholly  insufficient;  that  he  is  a 
Christian  "  who  is  one  inwardly ;"  and  that 
our  real  character  is  determined,  not  by  that 
which  we  may  appear  before  men,  but  by 
that  which  we  are  in  his  sight  who  "  looketh 
un  the  heart." 
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CONCLUSION. 

IN  concluding  this  little  Work,  the  Author 
would,  once  again,  remind  all  who  are  en- 
gaged in  the  care  of  children,  that  much 
patience  and  much  perseverance  will  be  re- 
quired in  the  fulfilment  of  their  duties  to- 
ward them ;  and  that  they  may  hope  to  suc- 
ceed, "  not  so  much  by  the  vehemence,  as 
by  the  constancy  of  their  exertions."  We 
must  not  expect  to  witness  the  immediate 
fruit  of  our  labour.  The  husbandman  scat- 
ters his  seed,  "  and  hath  long  patience  for 
it ;"  and  we  are  commanded,  "  in  the  morn- 
ing to  sow  the  seed,  and  in  the  evening 
to  withhold  not  our  hands  :  for  we  know  not 

N  2 
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whether  shall  prosper."  *  To  those  who  are 
conscientiously  employed  in  the  business  of 
education,  there  is  the  most  solid  ground  for 
encouragement:  and  it  is  of  no  small  im- 
portance that  they  should  cherish  a  hopeful 
and  cheerful  temper  of  mind.  This  will 
not  only  increase  the  vigour  of  their  efforts, 
but  greatly  add  to  the  probability  of  success. 

Let  us  ever  bear  in  mind  the  extensive 
benefit  which  may  result  from  our  bringing 
one  child  to  choose  and  "  hold  fast  that  which 
is  good."  Have  we  not  reason  to  hope  that  it 
will  be  a  blessing,  not  only  to  himself,  but  to 
his  children,  and  his  children's  children  ? 
Does  not  the  result  of  universal  experience ; 
do  not  the  records  of  history  and  biography, 
in  addition  to  the  express  commands  of 
Scripture,  afford  abundant  encouragement 
for  females  diligently  to  exercise  their  powers 
in  the  education  of  children — powers  which 
*  Eccles.  xi.  6. 
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appear  peculiarly  given  to  fit  them  for  the 
performance  of  this  important  duty  ?  How 
many  eminent,  how  many  excellent  men 
have  attributed  their  most  valuable  attain- 
ments to  the  impressions  made  on  their 
minds  by  the  early  care  of  female  rela- 
tives, and  more  especially  by  that  of  Mo- 
thers ! 

A  Mother  providentially  possesses  advan- 
tages for  obtaining  over  her  children  an  in- 
fluence, which  may  be  as  powerful  and 
durable,  as  it  is  mild  and  attractive ;  an 
influence,  which  may  prove  to  them  a  guide 
and  defence  through  the  temptations  and 
difficulties  of  life,  when  she,  herself,  has 
escaped  from  them  all ;  and  which,  if  it  do 
not  fully  accomplish  the  good  she  desires, 
will  yet  "  hang  on  the  wheels  of  evil."  It 
may  confidently  be  believed,  though  she  may 
have  to  wait  "  many  days,"  that  her  con- 
scientious endeavours  will  return  in  blessings 
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upon  herself,  and  upon  her  children  ;  and 
that  the  fruits,  whether  earlier  or  later,  will 
abundantly  prove  "  that  her  labour  has  not 
been  in  vain  in  the  Lord." 
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MOTIVES   THAT   SHOULD    INFLUENCE    THE  CON- 
DUCT  OF    A    NURSE. 

WE  are  taught  in  the  Scriptures  (Coloss. 
iii.  22,)  that,  "  whatever  we  do,  we  are  to  do 
it  heartily,  as  to  the  Lord,  and  not  unto 
men ;"  that  "  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  are  in 
every  place,  beholding  the  evil  and  the  good ;" 
(Prov.  xv.  3  ;)  and  that  "  he  will  bring  every 
work  into  judgment,  with  every  secret  thing, 
whether  it  be  good,  or  whether  it  be  evil." 
(Eccles.  xii.  14.) 

A  real  faith  in  these  fundamental  truths; 
a  practical  sense  of  the  immediate  presence 
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of  God,  and  of  the  unspeakable  importance 
of  our  duty  to  him,  alone  can  fit  us  to  adorn 
the  station  in  which  we  are  placed,  or  enable 
us  to  render,  at  the  last,  a  good  account  of 
our  stewardship.  Every  other  motive  is 
variable,  and  comparatively  weak ;  whether 
it  be  the  desire  of  reputation  and  esteem,  a 
sense  of  self-interest,  or  the  dictates  of  na- 
tural affection.  These  may  render  us  re- 
spectable in  our  outward  conduct ;  they  may 
produce  some  temporary  good  effects;  but 
the  foundation  is  wanting :  the  root  is  defec- 
tive, and  so  will  be  the  fruit.  Eeligion 
alone  can  supply  a  principle  unchanging  and 
unceasing :  a  principle,  which,  depending 
not  on  the  approbation  of  man,  influences  as 
powerfully  in  his  absence  as  in  his  presence : 
a  principle,  that  enables  us  still  to  go  forward 
in  the  race  set  before  us ;  "  not  weary  in 
well-doing,"  but,  for  duty's  sake,  bearing 
trials  and  discouragements  ;  surmounting 
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difficulties,  and  overcoming  temptations. 
When  treating  of  the  obligations  belonging 
to  any  station,  it  is  to  this  principle  they 
must  be  referred;  and,  in  bringing  forward 
the  particular  duties  of  a  nurse,  this  it  is 
which  should  be  strongly  enforced  as  the 
original  source  whence  they  must  spring,  and 
without  which,  a  nurse  will  do  very  little, 
permanently,  for  the  best  interests  either  of 
children  or  of  parents.  The  standard  of 
Scripture  concerning  the  duties  of  servants  (as 
expressed  in  Eph.  vi.  5,  &c. — Coloss.  iii.  22, 
«fec. — 1  Peter  ii.  18,  &c.)  must  be  her  rule  of 
conduct. 

In  undertaking  the  charge  of  a  nursery, 
although  such  a  situation  afford  peculiar 
privileges,  and  peculiar  satisfaction,  she  will 
meet  with  difficulties  in  the  discharge  of  her 
duty,  much  to  exercise  her  patience ; — many 
an  anxious  hour ; — many  broken  nights,  and 
wearisome  davs.  And  will  she  not  con- 
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tinually  experience  the  need  of  a  higher 
motive  than  mere  natural  affection,  or  re- 
gard to  worldly  interest,  to  enable  her  to  act 
with  unvarying  integrity  toward  the  parents, 
and  with  an  uniformly  right  disposition  to- 
ward the  children, — such  a  disposition  as  will 
lead  to  a  constant  forbearance  with  them 
under  their  little  changes  of  temper  and  be- 
haviour ;  and  on  all  occasions,  in  sickness  or 
health,  by  day  or  by  night,  to  the  considera- 
tion of  their  real  interest,  rather  than  of  any 
self- gratification  ? 

Diligent  attention  to  the  bodily  safety  and 
health  of  children  is  a  duty  of  no  small  impor- 
tance. In  this,  a  well-principled  nurse  will 
consider  herself  peculiarly  responsible,  and 
will  feel  that  she  cannot  be  too  watchful  or 
assiduous:  but  she  will,  at  the  same  time, 
raise  her  views  still  higher ;  bearing  in  mind, 
that  she  is  also  required,  in  dependence  on 
the  Divine  aid,  to  do  all  that  is  placed  in  her 
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power,  to  assist  in  training  up  those  under 
her  care  for  everlasting  happiness.  She  will 
promote  so  invaluable  an  object  by  keeping 
her  own  heart  with  all  diligence,  by  her 
example,  more  than  by  precept  and  advice ; 
for  "  children  better  understand  what  they  see 
and  feel,  than  the  rules  and  reproofs  which 
they  hear."  In  this  view  of  the  subject,  how 
highly  important  is  the  office  of  a  nurse  ! 
Little  aware  of  it,  perhaps,  herself,  she  is 
continually  acting  upon  <f  the  first  springs  of 
character ;"  her  children  are  hourly  imbibing 
the  spirit  that  pervades  her  own  mind. 
Much,  therefore,  necessarily  depends  upon 
her,  but  should  this  render  her  high-minded 
or  self-important  ?  Has  she  not  cause  rather 
to  suspect  herself,  and  to  fear  always  ? 
Knowing  that  in  proportion  as  her  means  of 
usefulness  are  great,  so  also  is  her  responsi- 
bility— so  will  be  her  criminality,  if  she 
neglect  or  abuse  the  talents  committed  to 
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her ;  and  should  not  this  consideration  pro- 
duce a  desire  to  be  instructed  herself,  and  a 
hiunhle  deportment  toward  her  superiors? 
Many  valuable  nurses  are,  in  this  point, 
eminently  deficient ;  and  their  good  qualities 
tarnished  by.  a  self-importance,  and  adherence 
to  their  own  opinions,  manifested  even  toward 
the  mother  and  her  friends.  Such  a  temper 
of  mind,  by  inspiring  the  servant  with  undue 
confidence  in  her  own  judgment,  independent 
of  that  of  her  mistress,  is  very  unfavourable 
to  the  fixed  determination,  which  should 
actuate  every  nurse,  to  execute,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, the  will  of  a  mother  towards  her  chil- 
dren, when  out  of  her  sight ;  and  to  be  exactly 
the  same  to  them  in  her  absence  as  in  her 
presence.  This  is  a  law  of  primary  and 
essential  importance:  a  directing  principle 
for  the  management  of  a  nursery.  If  a  nurse, 
on  the  unexpected  appearance  of  her  mistress, 
experience  a  secret  awkwardness  —  if  she 
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involuntarily  change  her  manner  or  tone  of 
voice,  let  her  carefully  examine  if  all  is  quite 
right,  and  set  a  stricter  watch  upon  herself; 
let  her  inquire  if  she  may  not  he  blindly 
adopting  wrong  hahits,  because  they  are  the 
common  practice,  and  regulating  her  own 
conduct  by  the  low  standard  of  others. 

"  It  is  required  in  stewards  that  a  man  be 
found  faithful."  True  fidelity  regards  not 
only  the  property  of  employers,  but  the  time, 
the  care,  which  are  due  to  them ;  and  such 
are  the  duties  of  a  nurse,  that  they  will  not 
be  faithfully  performed,  unless  her  heart  be 
interested  in  their  discharge.  A  servant  who 
considers  them  a  task,  from  which  she  is  ever 
glad  to  be  freed,  in  order  to  pursue  other  ob- 
jects, is  wholly  unfit  for  her  station.  A  con- 
scientious nurse,  therefore,  will  be  cautious 
lest  her  own  interests,  pleasures,  or  even  her 
sorrows,  should  so  absorb  the  mind  as  to 
interfere  with  the  performance  of  positive  du- 
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ties  towards  those  committed  to  her  care. 
Their  welfare  will  be  ever  kept  in  view.  She 
will  be  always  unwilling  to  leave  them,  for 
any  concern  of  her  own,  without  the  express 
consent  of  her  mistress ;  and  will  never  quit 
the  nursery,  if  her  mistress  be  out,  for  occa- 
sions on  which  this  would  not  be  allowed  had 
she  been  at  home.  Such  a  nurse  is  not  a 
lover  of  pleasure,  but  sober-minded,  careful, 
and  discreet.  In  her  walks  with  the  children, 
she  will  never  carry  them  to  any  place  or 
house  which  she  was  not  sure  would  be  ap- 
proved by  her  mistress;  she  will  avoid 
uniting  with  other  servants  and  children : 
and,  at  all  times,  will  be  cautious  of  entering 
into  conversation  with  strangers ;  she  will 
admit  no  visitors  into  the  nursery,  whom  she 
would  not  wish  her  mistress  to  see  there. 
Without  her  advice,  she  will  be  reluctant  to 
give  any  medicine  to  the  children,  except  in 
cases  of  absolute  necessity;  and  would  be 
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shocked  at  the  idea  of  administering  a  quiet- 
ing draught,  for  the  sake  of  her  own  ease 
(an  offence,  which,  it  is  painful  to  acknow- 
ledge, has  been  too  often  committed)  at  the 
hazard  of  a  dear  child's  safety  !  Nor  will 
she  attempt  to  soothe  his  fretfulness  by 
bestowing  upon  him  sweets  or  other  indul- 
gences, which  might  be  injurious  to  his  health. 
If  her  nights  are  disturbed  by  his  restlessness, 
she  will  betray  no  temper  or  discontent 
toward  her  mistress,  or  yield  to  the  least 
impatience  toward  the  child.  She  will  con- 
sider it  her  absolute  duty  to  be  equally 
diligent  and  affectionate  in  her  attentions  to 
him,  however  painful  may  be  the  effort  of 
rousing  herself  when  weary,  and  in  want  of 
rest.  It  is  melancholy  to  consider  how  many 
young  children  have  fallen  a  sacrifice  to  the 
drowsiness  and  carelessness  of  their  atten- 
dants ;  and,  perhaps,  no  part  of  the  business 
of  a  nurse  calls  for  a  greater  exercise  of  good 
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principle  and  self- denial,  of  tenderness  and 
vigilance,  than  the  care  of  a  little  infant  by 
night 

The  preceding  examples  are  brought  for- 
ward as  instances  of  religious  integrity ;  the 
necessary  result  of  those  principles  which 
have  before  been  stated  as  the  foundation  of 
all  our  relative  duties. 

Many  nurses  acting  thus,  are  ornaments 
to  society,  and  treasures  to  their  employers  ; 
but  that  a  number  are  influenced  by  motives 
far  inferior,  we  have  too  much  proof,  not  only 
in  our  nurseries,  but  also  in  the  streets  and 
public  walks.  Do  not  the  showy  dress;  the 
flippant,  vain,  and  flirting  air;  the  manner 
evidently  designed  to  attract  notice;  the 
attention  occupied  with  self;  the  difference  of 
demeanour  in  the  presence  and  absence  of 
the  mother;  the  rough  handling,  and  hasty 
words  dispensed  to  their  little  ones  upon 
every  slight  offence : — does  not  such  a  de- 
10 
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portment  bespeak  a  mind  unprepared  for  the 
important  duties  of  a  nurse,  and  looking 
little  higher  than  to  self-interest  or  pecuni- 
ary recompense  ?  It  is  not  intended  to 
imply,  that  such  servants  are  devoid  of 
natural  affection  to  the  objects  of  their  care, 
or  that  they  would  not  be  shocked  at  the 
idea  of  doing  them  an  injury  ;  but  that  na- 
tural affection  alone  will  be  found  wholly 
insufficient ;  and  when  undirected  by  prin- 
ciple and  judgment,  will  not  exempt  even  the 
fondest  nurse  from  that  selfishness,  thought- 
lessness, and  ill  temper,  so  highly  injurious 
to  children.  The  mere  impulse  of  nature 
will  never  produce  a  character  essentially 
valuable  and  useful.  This  must  be  the  result 
of  religion,  of  self-denial,  diligence,  and 
patience.  Can  any  stimulus  to  such  con- 
scientious efforts  in  the  faithful  discharge  of 
our  duties  to  children,  be  greater,  than  to 
observe,  on  every  hand,  individuals  suffering 
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through  life,  either  in  mind  or  body,  from 
want  of  judgment,  the  defective  principle,  or 
the  carelessness  of  those  who  have  brought 
them  up  ?  Such  examples  sufficiently  prove, 
that  the  well-being  and  happiness  of  children 
are  permitted  to  be,  in  a  great  measure,  de- 
pendent upon  the  conduct  of  those  under 
whose  care  they  are  placed.  Shall  we  not, 
therefore,  be  called  to  account  for  the  use 
we  have  made  of  the  power  which  is  thus 
given  us  over  others  ?  And  do  we  not  need, 
to  direct  us  in  the  exercise  of  it,  that  wisdom 
from  above,  which  is  first  "  pure,  then 
peaceable,  gentle,  and  easy  to  be  entreated  ; 
full  of  mercy  and  good  fruits,  without  par- 
tiality and  without  hypocrisy  ?"  Should  we 
not  also  find  it  highly  beneficial,  to  keep  in 
view,  as  a  guide  to  our  ignorance,  the  man- 
ner in  which  we  ourselves  are  dealt  with  by 
our  heavenly  Father  ? — to  bear  in  mind  that 
the  children  entrusted  to  us,  are  not  born 
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under  the  rigours  of  the  law,  but  under  the 
merciful  and  fatherly  discipline  of  the  Gos- 
pel ?  He  who  sets  us  an  example  that  we 
should  follow  his  steps,  took  the  infants  in  his 
arms,  put  his  hands  upon  them  and  hlessed 
them,  saying,  "  Suffer  the  little  children  to 
come  unto  me,  and  forbid  them  not,  for  of 
such  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven;"  (Mark  x.) 
"  He  gathereth  the  lambs  with  his  arm,  and 
carrieth  them  in  his  bosom."  (Isa.  xl.  11.)  — 
May  not  these  beautiful  passages  be  applied  to 
the  subject  before  us,  as  pathetically  describing 
the  love,  the  care,  the  compassion  and  tender- 
ness required  of  us,  and  so  greatly  needed  by 
the  helplessness,  the  dependence,  the  infir- 
mities, and  wrong  tempers  of  childhood  ? 

It  is  not  impossible,  that  some  who  are 
engaged  in  the  care  of  children,  may  be  dis- 
couraged by  what  has  here  been  insisted 
upon.  They  may  be  tempted  to  say,  "  If 
these  be  the  duties  incumbent  upon  us,  how 
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can  we  be  sufficient  for  them  ?" 
however,  remember  that  nothing  unreason- 
able is  required  of  them  ;  that  they  will  have 
to  render  an  account,  only  in  proportion  to 
the  talents  committed  to  their  trust.  It  is 
also  encouraging  to  observe  how  often  cha- 
racters of  small  powers,  under  good  regula- 
tion, are  rendered  instruments  of  great  though 
inconspicuous  usefulness.  A  young  woman 
inexperienced,  and  of  moderate  talents,  may 
undertake  a  situation  in  a  nursery :  but  if 
she  bring  with  her  the  foundation  of  religious 
principle,  a  heart  given  up  to  her  employ- 
ment, a  sense  of  her  own  deficiency,  and  a 
wish  to  improve,  there  is  every  reason  to  ex- 
pect that,  under  good  instruction,  she  will 
become  a  valuable  servant. 

We  must  all,  indeed,  in  every  situation,  be 

prepared    to  fall  short  of  that  to  which  we 

desire  to  attain ;  but  we  are  not  to  lower  the 

standard  of  true  excellence  to  our  own  imper- 
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fection.  Rather  should  we.  notwithstanding 
every  discouragement,  be  constantly  pressing 
toward  the  mark  set  before  us ;  bearing  in 
mind  a  just  sense  of  the  duties  required  of  us, 
and  performing  them  to  the  utmost  of  our 
ability.  Then,  whether  this  ability  be  less 
or  greater,  we  have  every  reason  to  hope> 
that  a  blessing  will  attend  our  endeavours : 
for  no  uncommon  powers,  no  extraordinary 
efforts,  no  new  systems,  are  needed  in  the 
management  of  children:  but  the  diligent, 
patient,  persevering  exercise  of  good  princi- 
ple, good  temper,  and  ordinary  good  sense. 


THE    END. 
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the  Lord  Bishop  of  Lichfield.  2  vols.  post  8vo.  cloth,  16s. 

BEST,  HON.  *  REV.  S.-PAROCHIAL  SERMONS.     By  the 

Hon.  and  Rev.   SAMUEL  BEST,  A.M.,  Rector  of  Abbots  Ann,  Hants. 
boards,  3s.  6d. 


—  PAROCHIAL  MINISTRATIONS.     12mo.  cloth,  3s.  6d. 

BEVAN,  REV.  D.  B.—  FOOD  for  BABES  ;  or,  the  First  Sermons 
that  very  Little  Children  are  able  to  Understand.  By  the  Rev.  D.  BAR 
f  :.  \Y  BEVAX,  M.A.,  Rector  of  Burton  Latimer.  Second  Edition,  revised 
and  corrected.  18mo.  cloth,  3s. 

BIBLE  STORIES,  selected  from  the  Old  and  New  Testament,  fami- 
liarised for  the  Use  of  Children  ;  in  Portions.  By  the  Author  of  "Ques- 
tions on  the  Epistles,"  &c.  Third  Edition.  2  vols.  ISmo.  half-bound. 
each  2s.  6d. 

BIDDULPH,  REV.T.-THE  YOUNG  CHURCHMAN  ARMED. 

A  Catechism  for  Junior  Members  of  the  Church  of  England.  By  the  late 
Rev.  THKOPHILUS  BIDDCLPH,  A.M.  Minister  of  St.  Matthew's,  Bristol. 
18mo.  cloth,  Is. 

BIDDULPH,  REV.  T.  T.-PRACTICAL  ESSAYS  on  the  MORN- 
ING and  EVENING  SERVICES,  and  on  the  Collects  iu  the  Liturgy  of 
the  Church  of  England.  By  the  late  Rev.  THOMAS  T.  BIDDULPH,  M.A. 
Minister  of  St.  James's,  Bristol.  Third  Edition.  3  vols.  8vo.  boards,  IL  7s. 

BIRD,  REV.  C.  S.-THE   PARABLE    of  the    SOWER.      Four 
Sermons  preached  before  the  University  of  Cambridge,  in  the  Month  of 
May,  184o.    By  the  Rev.  CHARLES  SMITH  BIRD,  M.A.,  F.L.S..  Pi\ 
of  Lincoln,  and  late  Fellow  of  Trinity  College,  Cambridge.    Fcap.  cl   . 
3s.  6d. 
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BISSLAND,  REV.  T.-SERMONS.  Preached  in  St.  Paul's 
Chapel,  Winchmore  Hill.  By  the  Rev.  THOMAS  BISSI  AND,  A.M.,  of  Bal- 
liol  College,  Oxon,  Rector  of  Hartley  Maudytt,  Hants, and  Chaplain  to  the 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Bexley.  8vo.  boards,  10s.  6d. 

-  THE  PREACHING  of  the  CROSS  the  effectual  Means  for  the 
Conversion  of  the  Sinner,  and  the  Stability  of  the  Church.     12mo.  cloth, 
3s.  6d. 

BLACKLEY,   REV.  W.-EXPOSITORY   LECTURES    on    the 

FIRST  FOUR  CHAPTERS  of  ST.  MATTHEW'S  GOSPEL.  With 
One  on  Chapter  v.  21—26.  By  the  Rev.  W.  BLACKLEY,  B.A.,  formerly  of 
St.  John's  College,  Cambridge,  Author  of  "  Brief  Review  of  Baptismal 
Obligation."  12mo.  cloth,  5s.  6d. 

BLOMFIELD,  REV.  G.  B.-SERMONS  ADAPTED  to  COUN- 
TRY CONGREGATIONS.  By  the  Rev.  GEORGE  BECKER  BLOMFIELD, 
A.M.,  Rector  of  Stevenage,  Herts,  and  Canon  of  Chester.  2  vols.  12ino. 
cloth,  each  5s. 

BLUNT,  REV.  H.-POSTHUMOUS  SERMONS.  By  the  late 
Rev.  HENRY  BLUNT,  M.A.,  Rector  of  Str^atham,  Surrey.  Second  Edition, 
3  vols.  12mo.  cloth,  each  6s. 

-  A  FAMILY  EXPOSITION  of  the  PENTATEUCH.     Second 
Edition,  3  vols.  12mo.  cloth,  each  6s. 

—  NINE  LECTURES  upon  the  HISTORY  of  SAINT  PETER. 
Sixteenth  Edition.    12mo.  cloth,  4s.  6d. 

—  EIGHT  LECTURES  on  the  HISTORY  of  JACOB.    Sixteenth 
Edition.    12mo.  cloth,  4s.  6d. 

—  TWELVE   LECTURES  on  the   HISTORY  of  ABRAHAM. 
Eleventh  Edition.    12mo.  cloth,  5s.  6d. 

—  LECTURES  on  the  HISTORY    of    SAINT  PAUL.      Tenth 
Edition.     2  Parts.    12mo.  cloth,  each  5s.  6d. 

—  LECTURES  on  the  HISTORY  of  our  LORD  and  SAVIOUR 
JESUS  CHRIST.    Tenth  Edition.    3  Parts.     12mo.  cloth,  each  5s.  6d. 

—  DISCOURSES  upon  some  of  the  DOCTRINAL  ARTICLES  of 
the  CHURCH  of  ENGLAND.    Eighth  Edition.    12mo.  cloth,  5s.  6d. 

—  SERMONS   preached  in    TRINITY    CHURCH,    CHELSEA. 
Fifth  Edition.     12mo.  cloth,  6s. 

—  A  PRACTICAL  EXPOSITION  of  the  EPISTLES  to  the  SEVEN 
CHURCHES  of  ASIA.    Third  Edition.     12mo.  cloth,  5s.  6d. 

—  LECTURES  on  the  HISTORY  of  ELISHA.      Fourth  Edition. 
12mo.  cloth,  5s.  6d. 

—  TWO  DISCOURSES  upon  the  TRIAL  of  the  SPIRITS.  Seventh 
Edition.     12mo.  sewed,  Is.  6d. 

—  TWO  DISCOURSES  upon  the  SACRAMENT  of  the  LORD'S 
SUPPER.    Eighth  Edition.    12mo.  sewed,  Is. 
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BLUNT,  REV.  H. 

-  A  SERMON  ou  the  LORD'S  DAY.  Sixth  Edition.  12mo. 
sowed,  6d- 

BOSANQUET,  R.-YESTIGES  of  the  NATURAL  HISTORY 

of  Creation.  Its  Argument  examined  and  Exposed.  By  S.  R.  BOSAXQUKT, 
Esq.  Second  Edition.  Post  8vo.  cloth,  2s.  6d. 

BRADLEY,  REV.  C.-SERMONS,  preached  chiefly  at  the  Cele- 
bration of  the  Lord's  Supper.  By  the  Rev.  CHARLES  BRADLEY,  Vicar  of 
Glasbury,  Brecknockshire,  and  Minister  of  St.  James's  Chapel,  Clapham, 
Surrey.  Second  Edition.  8vo.  cloth,  10s.  6d. 

—  PRACTICAL  SERMONS  for  every  Sunday  and  Principal  Holy- 
Day  in  the  Year.   Complete  in  Two  Volumes.   Second  Edition.  8vo.  cloth, 
II  "is. 

N.B.  The  Third  Volume  can  be  had  in   post  8vo.  price  8s.    to   com- 
plete the  early  edition. 

—  SERMONS  preached  in  the  Parish  Church  of  Glasbury,  Breck- 
nockshire.    Eighth  Edition.    8vo.  cloth,  10s.  6d. 

—  SERMONS  preached  at  St.  James's  Chapel,  Clapham,  Surrey, 
Sixth  Edition.    8vo.  cloth,  10s.  6d. 

—  SERMONS,  preached  in  the  Parish  Church  of  High  Wycoml-e, 
Bucks.     Eleventh  Edition.    2  vols.  8vo.  cloth,  21s. 

BROWNE,  REV.  J.-SERMONS,  preached  in  the  Church  of  the 
Holy  Trinity,  Cheltenham.  By  the  Rev.  JOHK  BROWNE,  LL.B.,  Curate. 
8vo.  boards,  12?. 

BUDDICOM,  REV.  R.  P.-THE  CHRISTIAN  EXODUS;  or, 

the  Deliverance  of  the  Israelites  from  Egypt  Practically  Considered,  in  a 
series  of  Discourses.  By  the  Rev.  R.  P.  BUDDICOM,  M. A.,  F.A.S.,  Incum- 
bent of  St.  George's  Church,  Everton,  and  late  Fellow  of  Queen's  College, 
Cambridge.  Second  Edition.  2  vols.  12mo  cloth,  14s. 

BUN  VAN,  J.-THE  PILGRIM'S  PROGRESS.  In  Two  Parts. 
By  JOHX  BrsT.AX.  With  Original  Notes  by  the  Rev.  THOMAS  SCOTT. 
Sixth  Edition.  12mo.  cloth,  5s. 

BURTTjC.— EXEMPLA  NECESSARIA;  or,  Elementary  Latin 
Exercises  on  all  the  Parts  of  Speech,  and  the  Substance  of  Syntax  ;  con- 
taining English  Words  and  Sentences  to  be  turned  into  Latin,  Latin  into 
English,  and  numerous  Examination  Questions  to  be  entered  on  with  the 
Accidence.  With  an  Introduction.  Short  Rules  are  also  given  to  assist  in 
reading  Latin  correctly,  for  the  position  of  words  in  a  sentence,  and  for 
construing.  Intended  for  young  persons  just  beginning,  for  those  not  well 
grounded  in  grammar,  and  those  who  begin  late  in  life.  By  C.  BURTT, 
Teacher  of  Latin,  <kc.  Third  Edition,  much  enlarged.  18mo.  cloth, 
2s.  6d. 

BUTTERTON,    REV.    DR.— PAROCHIAL     SERMONS     on 

VARIOUS  SUBJECTS  By  the  Rev.  GEORGE  ASH  BI-TTERTON,  D.D., 
Head  Master  of  the  Royal  Free  Grammar  School  of  Giggleswick,  York- 
shire, late  Head  Master  of  Uppingham  School,  and  formerly  Head  Master 
of  St.  John's  College,  Cambridge.  8vo.  cloth,  7s.  6d. 
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CALCUTTA,  BISHOP  OF— EXPOSITORY    LECTURES    on 

ST.  PAUL'S  EPISTLE  to  the  COLOSSIANS.  In  which  the  Apostle's 
argument  respecting  the  Errors  on  the  subject  of  the  Mediation  of  Christ 
prevailing  at  Colosse,  is  applied  to  the  prestsnt  circumstances  of  our  Pro- 
testant Church.  By  DANIEL,  Bishop  of  Calcutta,  and  Metropolitan  of 
India.  Second  Edition,  Revised  and  Corrected.  Foolscap,  cloth,  6s. 

—  THE  SUFFICIENCY  of  HOLY  SCRIPTURE  as  the  RULE 
of  FAITH ;   being  a  Sermon  delivered  at  the  Cathedral  Church  of  St. 
John,  Calcutta,  at  an  Ordination  holden  on  Sunday,  May  2,  1841.    Se- 
cond Edition     12mo.  sewed,  9d. 

—  SERMONS  delivered  in  India.     8vo.  cloth,  12s. 

—  THE  EVIDENCES  of  CHRISTIANITY,  in  a  Course  of  Lee- 
tures  delivered  in  the  Parish  Church  of  St.  Mary,  Islington,  containing 
the   Lectures   on  the  Authenticity,   Credibility,    Divine  Authority,  and 
Inspiration  of  the  Holy  Scriptures.    Fourth  Edition.    2  vols.  12mo.  cloth, 
9s. 

—  THE  DIVINE  AUTHORITY  and  PERPETUAL   OBLIGA- 
TION of  the  LORD'S  DAY  asserted  in  Seven  Sermons.    Third  Edition. 
12mo.  cloth,  3s.  6d. 

—  SERMONS  on  VARIOUS  SUBJECTS  of  CHRISTIAN  DOC- 
TRINE  and  PRACTICE.    Sixth  Edition.    8vo  bds.  12s.,  or  12mo.  5s. 

—  A    PLAIN    and    AFFECTIONATE    ADDRESS    to   Young 
Persons  about  to  be  CONFIRMED.    Nineteenth  Edition.    12mo.  sewed. 
4d. 

—  A    PLAIN    and    AFFECTIONATE    ADDRESS    to    Young 

Persons  previously  to  Receiving  the  LORD'S  SUPPER.  Twelfth  Edi- 
tion. 12mo.  sewed,  4d. 

CARDALL,  REV.  W — SERMONS,    Preached  in    the    Parish 
Church  of  Lancaster.    By  the  Rev.  WILLIAM  CARDALL,  B.A.    8vo.  cloth, 


CHESTER,  BISHOP  OF— A  PRACTICAL    EXPOSITION    of 

the  GOSPELS  of  ST.  MATTHEW  and  ST.  MARK,  in  the  form  of  Lec- 
tures, intended  to  assist  the  practice  of  domestic  instruction  and  devo- 
tion. By  JOHN  BIRD  SUMNER,  D.D.,  Lord  Bishop  of  Chester.  Sixth  Edi- 
tion. 1  vol.  8vo.,  or  2  vols.  12mo.,  cloth,  9s. 

-  A  PRACTICAL  EXPOSITION  of  the  GOSPEL  of  ST.  LUKE, 

in  the  form  of  Lectures.  Third  Edition.  1  vol.  8vo.,  or  2  vols.  12mo 
cloth,  9s. 

-  A  PRACTICAL  EXPOSITION  of  the  GOSPEL  of  ST.  JOHN, 

in  the  form  of  Lectures.  Third  Edition.  1  vol.  8vo.,  or  2  vols.  12rno 
cloth,  9s. 
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CHESTER,  BISHOP  OF. 

—  A  PRACTICAL  EXPOSITION  of  the  ACTS  of  the  APOS- 
TLES, in  the  form  of  Lectures.    1  vol.  8vo.,  or  2  vols.  12mo.  cloth,  9s. 

—  A  PRACTICAL  EXPOSITION  of  the  EPISTLE  of  ST.  PAUL 
to  the  ROMANS,  and  the  FIRST  EPISTLE   to  the  CORINTHIANS, 
in  the  form  of  Lectures.    1  vol.  8vo.,  or  2  vols.  12mo.,  cloth,  9s. 

—  A  PRACTICAL   EXPOSITION   of  ST.  PAUL'S    SECOND 
EPISTLE  to  the  CORINTHIANS,  and  the  EPISTLES  to  the  GALA- 
TIANS,   EPHESIANS,   PHILIPPIANS,   and  COLOSSIANS  ;     in  the 
form  of  Lectures.    1  voL  8vo.,  or  2  vols.  12mo.,  cloth,  9s. 

—  A  PRACTICAL  EXPOSITION  of  the  GENERAL  EPISTLES 
of  JAMES,  PETER,  JOHN,  and  JUDE,  in  the  form  of  Lectures.    1  vol 
8vo.,  or  2  vols.  12mo.,  cloth,  9s. 

—  CHRISTIAN  CHARITY  ;  its  Obligations  and  Objects,  with 
reference  to  the  present  state  of  Society.    IN  A  SERIES  OF  SERMONS. 
Second  Edition.    8vo.  cloth,  9s.,  or  12mo.,  6s. 

—  APOSTOLICAL  PREACHING  CONSIDERED,  in  an  Exa- 
mination of  St.    Paul's  Epistles.    Also,  Four  Sermons  on  Subjects  re- 
lating to  the  Christian   Ministry,  and  preached  on  different  occasions. 
Eighth  Edition,  enlarged,  8vo.  cloth,  10s.  6d. 

—  SERMONS  on  the  PRINCIPAL  FESTIVALS  of  the  CHRIS- 
TIAN  CHURCH:    to  which  are  added,  Three  Sermons  on  Good  Friday. 
Fifth  Edition,  8vo.  cloth,  10s.  6d. 

—  THE    EVIDENCES    of   CHRISTIANITY,   derived  from  its 
NATURE  and  RECEPTION.    Sixth  Edition,  8vo.,  cloth,  10s.  6d.;  or 
12mo.  6s. 

—  A  SERIES  of  SERMONS  on  the  CHRISTIAN  FAITH  and 
CHARACTER.    Eighth  Edition,  8vo.  cloth,  10s. 6d.  ;  or  12mo.  cloth',  6s. 

—  A  TREATISE   on  the  RECORDS  of  the   CREATION,  and 
on   the  MORAL  ATTRIBUTES  of  the  CREATOR.    Fifth  Edition.    2 
vols.  8vo.  cloth,  11.  Is. 

—  SIX  CHARGES  delivered  to  the  CLERGY  of  the  Diocese  of 
CHESTER,  at  the  Triennial  Visitations  in  1829,  1832,  1835,  1838, 1841, 
and  1844.    8vo.  cloth,  7s. 

THE  CHILD'S  VISION  ;  or,  the  ANGEL  and  the  OAK.     By  the 

Author  of  the  "  Priestess.''    Square  12mo.  cloth  extra  8s.  6d. 

CHRISTIAN  SYMPATHY;  a  Collection  of  Letters  addressed 
to  Mourners.  82mo.  cloth,  gilt  edges,  2s.  6d. 

CHRISTMAS  IMPROVEMENT;  or,  Hunting  Mrs.  P.  A  Tale, 
founded  on  Facts.  Intended  as  a  Christmas  Box  for  those  who  wish  to 
begin  the  New  Year  without  Her.  Third  Edition,  18mo.  cloth,  2s.  6d. 
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CHRIST  OUR   EXAMPLE.     By  the  author  of  "  The  Listener." 
Seventh  Edition.    Foolscap,  cloth,  6s. 


1.  In  the  Object  of  Life. 

2.  In  the  Rule  of  Life. 

3.  In  his  Intercourse  with  the 

World. 


CONTENTS. 


4.  In  the  Condition  of  Life. 

5.  In  his  sorrows. 

6.  In  his  Joys. 

7.  In  his  Death. 


CLARK,  REV.  F.  F.-PLAIN  SERMONS  to  COUNTRY  CON- 
GREGATIONS. By  FRANCIS  FOREMAN  CLARK,  A.B.,  Head  Master  of 
the  Grammar  School,  Newcastle-under-Lyne,  and  late  Minister  of  Christ 
Church,  Chorley.  12mo.  cloth,  6s. 

CLARK,  MRS.  T.-THE  COUNTRY  PARSON'S  WIFE.    Being 

intended  as  a  Continuation  of,  and  Companion  to,  "  HERBERT'S  COUNTRY 
PARSON."  By  Mrs.  THOMAS  CLARK,  of  East  Bergholt,  (late  Louisa  Lane.) 
Fcap.  cloth,  2s.  Gd. 

CLOSE,    REV.    F.-CHURCH    ARCHITECTURE  SCRIPTU- 

RALLY  CONSIDERED,  from  the  Earliest  Ages  to  the  Present  Time. 
By  the  Rev.  F.  CLOSE,  A  M.,  Perpetual  Curate  of  Cheltenham.  12mo. 
cloth,  3s.  6d. 

—  FIFTY-TWO   SKETCHES   of   SERMONS    on    MISCELLA- 
NEOUS SUBJECTS.    8vo.  cloth,  6s. 

—  MISCELLANEOUS   SERMONS.      Preached    at    Cheltenham. 
Second  Edition.    2  vols.  8vo.  bds.  each  1 2s. 

—  A  COURSE  of  NINE  SERMONS,  intended  to  Illustrate  some 
of  the  Leading  Truths  contained  in  the  Liturgy  of  the  Church  of  England. 
Preached  in  the  Church  of  the  Holy   Trinity,  Cheltenham,  in  the  year 
1825.    Seventli  Edition,  12mo.  cloth,  5s. 

COMPANION  to  the  BOOK  of  COMMON  PRAYER,  of 
the  United  Church  of  England  and  Ireland. 

CONTAINING, 

1.  Subjects  of  Meditation  for  every  Sunday  throughout  the  year. 

2.  Texts  of  Scripture  to  be  committed  to  memory. 

3.  Reading  Lessons  for  every  Sunday  morning  and  evening. 

4.  A  Catechism  on  a  new  plan. 

24mo.  cloth,  2s. 

CONFIDENCE  in  GOD  the  ONLY  TRUE  REST  for  the  SOUL, 
and  REFUGE  in  these  ALARMING  TIMES.  Fcap.  bds.  5s. 

CONSISTENCY.  By  CHARLOTTE  ELIZABETH.  Fifth  Edition. 
18mo.  boards,  2s.  6d. 

CONVERSATION  on  the  ADVANCE  WE  HAVE  MADE  in 
CHRISTIAN  CHARITY ;  or,  Why  is  it  not  Enough  for  a  Man  to  be 
Sincere?  18mo.  cloth,  Is. 
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COOKESLEY,  REV.  W.  C.-SERMONS.   By  the  Rev.  WILLIAM 

GIFFORD  COOKESLEY,  M.A.,  Assistant  Master  of  Eton  College.    12mo. 

clotJi,  5s. 

"  Sound  and  moderate  in  doctrine,  earnest  in  their  exhortations,  and  well 
suited  for  the  purposes  of  family  and  domestic  worship."-  CJmrch  and  Slate 
Gazette. 

"  These  Sermons  are  eminently  suited  to  the  sober  temper  and  practical 
objects  of  family  worship,  as  they  never,  in  developing  the  Gospel  dispensa- 
tion, forget  the  important  place  assigned  in  it  to  the  faithful  discharge  of 
temporal  duties." — Britannia . 

CRAIG,  REV.  E.-BR1EF  HINTS  to  CANDIDATES  for  HOLY 
ORDERS.  By  the  Rev.  EDWARD  CRAIG,  Curate  of  Burton  Latimer. 
Fcap.  cloth,  3s. 

Contents: —  Choosing  the  Profession— Preparatory  Study— Reading  for 
Holy  Orders— The  Formularies — Composition  —  Sermon- Making— Preach- 
ing— Reading — Schools — Visiting — Dissent — Popery— Consistency,  &c. 

CRUDEN,  A.  -A  COMPLETE  CONCORDANCE  to  the  HOLY 
SCRIPTURES  of  the  OLD  and  NEW  TESTAMENT  ;  or,  A  DICTIONARY 
AND  ALPHABETICAL  INDEX  TO  THE  BIBLE.  In  Two  Parts.  To  which 
is  added,  A  CONCORDANCE'  TO  THE  APOCRYPHA.  By  ALEXANDER 
CRCDKN,  M.A.  The  Ninth  Edition.  To  which  is  added,  a  Life  of  the 
Author,  by  ALEXANDER  CHALMERS,  F.S.A.  4to.  boards,  II.  Is. 

CUNNINGHAM,  REV.  J.  W.-SERMONS.     By  the  Rev.  J.  W. 

CI-NXINGHAM,  A.M.,  Vicar  of  Harrow,  and  late  Fellow  of  St.  John's  Col- 
lege, Cambridge.  Fifth  Edition.  2  vols.  8vo.  bds  .11.  Is. 

—  A   WORLD    WITHOUT    SOULS.     Fourth   Edition.      12mo. 
cloth,  5s. 

—  SIX  LECTURES  on  the  BOOK  of  JONAH.     Fcap.  bds.  3s. 

—  MORNING  THOUGHTS,  in  PROSE  and  VERSE,  on  Portions 
of  the  Successive  Chapters  in  the  Gospel   of  St.  Mark.     Third  Edition. 
Fcap.  bds   2s.  6d. 

—  THE  VELVET  CUSHION.     Eleventh  Edition.    Fcap.  bds.  5s. 

DAILY  READINGS.  Passages  of  Scripture  selected  for  Social 
Reading,  with  Applications.  By  the  Author  of  "  The  Listener,"  "  Christ 
our  Example,"  &c.  Second  Edition.  12mo.  cloth,  6s. 

DAUTREY.-THE  BIBLE  in  PALESTINE;  or,  Hints  from 
Scripture  by  which  to  determine  the  localities  of  the  Crucifixion,  the 
Transfiguration,  and  other  great  events  of  our  Saviour's  Life.  Together 
with  Notes  of  a  Tour  through  the  Holy  Land,  during  the  Summer  of  1843. 
By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  DAUTREY.  12mo.  cloth,  8s. 

DEALTRY,  REV.  DR.-SERMONS,   CHIEFLY    PRACTICAL, 

Preached  in  the  Parish  Church  of  Clapham,  Surrey.  By  WILLIAM 
DEALTRY,  D.D.,  F.R.S.,  Rector  of  Clapham,  and  Chancellor  of  "Winches- 
ter. Second  Edition,  8vo.  boards,  10s.  6d. 
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DEBRETT-COMPLETE  PEERAGE  of  the  UNITED  KING- 
DOM of  GREAT  BRITAIN  and  IRELAND.  A  New  Edition,  arranged 
alphabetically.  Edited  by  WILLIAM  COURTHOPE,  Esq.  8vo.  half-bound, 
II.  10s. 

—  BARONETAGE  of  ENGLAND.    Seventh  Edition,  with  Addi- 
tions.    Edited  by  WILLIAM  COURTHOPE,  Esq.    With  a  New  Set  of  Arms. 
8vo.  half-bound,  II.  8s. 

DIMOCK,  REV.  J.  F.-THE    THIRTY-NINE   ARTICLES   of 

the  CHURCH  of  ENGLAND,  Explained,  Proved,  and  Compared  with  her 
other  Authorized  Formularies,  the  Homilies  and  Liturgy,  in  a  Plain  and 
Popular  Manner.  By  JAMES  F.  DIMOCK,  M.A.,  Curate  of  Stilton,  Hunt- 
ingdonshire. 2  vols.  8vo.  boards,  15s. 

DRUMMOND,  H.-SOCIAL  DUTIES  on  CHRISTIAN  PRIN- 
CIPLES. By  HENRY  DRUMMOND.  Fifth  Edition.  Fcap.  cloth,  4s. 

DRUMMOND,  REV.  S.  R.-ELEMENTS  of  the  CHRISTIAN 

RELIGION  ;  being  Sketches  of  Sermons  preached  at  St.  John's,  Brighton. 
By  the  Rev.  SPENCER  RODNEY  DKUMAIOND,  M.A.,  Perpetual  Curate  of  St. 
John's,  Chaplain  to  Lord  Viscount  Melville.  Fcap.  cloth,  2s.  Gd. 

EIGHTEEN  MAXIMS  of  NEATNESS  and  ORDER.  To  which 
is  prefixed  an  Introduction  by  THERESA  TIDY. 

' '  For  want  of  a  nail,  the  shoe  was  lost ; 

For  want  of  a  shoe,  the  horse  was  lost ; 

For  want  of  a  horse,  the  rider  was  lost, 

(Being  overtaken  and  slain  by  the  enemy,) 

And  all  for  want  of  care  about  a  horse-shoe  nail  " 

Poor  Richard. 
Twenty-fourth  Edition.     18mo.  sewed,  6d. 

EDELMAN,  REV.  W.-SERMONS  on  the  HISTORY  of  JOSEPH. 
Preached  in  the  Parish  Church  of  St.  Mary,  Wimbledon.  By  the  Rev. 
W.  EDELMAN,  late  Curate  of  Wimbledon.  12mo.  cloth,  5s. 

EDWARDS,  REV.  E.-TWENTY-ONE     PLAIN     SERMONS, 

DOCTRINAL  and  PRACTICAL.  Originally  preached  before  a  Country 
Congregation.  By  E.  EDWARDS,  Perpetual  Curate  of  Marsden,  in  the 
Diocese  of  Ripon.  12mo.  cloth,  6s. 

ELWIN,  REV.  F.-A  VOLUME  of  SERMONS.  Preached  at  the 
Octagon  Chapel,  Bath,  and  printed  at  the  request  of  the  Congregation.  By 
the  Rev.  FOUNTAIN  ELWIN,  Vicar  of  Temple,  Bristol,  and  one  of  the  Mi- 
nisters of  the  Octagon.  12mo.  cloth,  5s. 

—  SEVEN    SERMONS    on  the    CHARACTER    of     GIDEON. 
Preached  at  the  Temple  Church,   Bristol,  and  at  the  Octagon  Chapel, 
Bath.    Second  Edition,  12mo.  cloth,  4s. 

THE  FAMILY  PASTOR;  or,  Short  Sermons  for  Family  Reading. 
By  a  Clergyman  of  the  Church  of  England.  12mo.  cloth,  3s.  Cd. 
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FINCHER,  J.-THE  ACHIEVEMENTS  of  PRAYER,  Se- 
lected exclusively  from  the  Holy  Scriptures.  By  JOSEPH  FINCHKR, 
Esq.  With  a  Testimony  to  the  Work  by  James  Montgomery,  Esq.  of 
Sheffield.  Third  Edition.  12mo.  cloth,  6s. 

—  THE  INTERPOSITION   of  DIVINE   PROVIDENCE.      Se- 
lected exclusively  from  the  Holy  Scriptures.    12mo.  cloth,  6s. 

FLETCHER,  W.  E.-THE  CHILD'S  GUIDE  THROUGH   the 

BIBLE  ;  or,  a  Help  to  understand  the  Bible,  as  the  Record  of  God's  Plans 
for  Teaching  .Men  Religion.  By  W.  EVANS  FLETCHER,  B. A.  Fcap. 
cloth,  4s. 

FORTY  FAMILY  SERMONS.  By  the  Editor  of  the  "  Christian 
Observer."  Dedicated,  by  permission,  to  the  Bishops  of  Winchester  and 
Chester.  8vo.  cloth,  12s. 

FUTURE  DAYS.    A  Series  of  Letters  to  my  Pupils.     Intended  as  a 

Present  for  Young  Ladies  leaving  School.     12mo  cloth,  5s. 
Among  the  contents  will  be  found  :— Content  and  Occupation— Mental  Cul- 
tivation— Conversation — Marriage  -Wives  of  Celebrated  Men — Training 
the    Young— Servants— A  Sketch— Liberality— The    Christian's    Hope- 
Biographical  Notices. 

"  The  tone  is  unexceptionable,  and  the  morality  inculcated  not  of  too  im- 
practicable a  character."— Spectator. 

GARBETT,  REV.  J.-PAROCHIAL  SERMONS.    By  the  Rev. 

J.  GARBKTT,  Rector  of  Clayton,  Sussex,  and  Professor  of  Poetry  in  the 

University  of  Oxford.  2  vols.  8vo.  cloth,  each,  12s. 

"  These  volumes  form  an  excellent  addition  to  our  stock  of  standard  works 
on  Christian  faith  and  practice.  For  private  study  or  household  reading,  they 
are  the  best  that  have  fallen  under  our  view." — Britannia. 

—  CHRIST  as  PROPHET,  PRIEST,  and  KING ;  being  a  Vindi- 
cation  of  the  Church  of  England  from  Theological    Novelties,  in  Eight 
Lectures,  preached  before  the  University  of  Oxford,  at  Canon  Bampton's 
Lecture,  1842.     2  vols.  8vo.  cloth,  II.  4s. 

"  An  able,  learned,  and  valuable  publication,  the  fruits  of  many  years' 
study  and  reflection."—  Christian  Obt< 

"  We  have  read  these  volumes  with  interest,  and  we  hope  with  edification. 
We  regard  them  as  very  valuable,  on  the  grounds  of  their  intrinsic  merit." — 
Churchman's  Monthly  Review. 

—  A  REVIEW  of  Dr.  PUSEY'S  SERMON ;  and  the  Doctrine  of 
the  Eucharist,  according  to  the  Church  of  England.    8vo.  sewed,  6s. 

GARDNER,  J.-THE  GREAT  PHYSICIAN;  or,  an  Attempt  to 
trace  the  Connection  of  Diseases  and  Remedies  with  the  Truths  of  Revela- 
tion. By  JOHN  GARDNER,  M.D.,  Editor  of  "  Liebig's  Letters  on  Che- 
mistry." 8vo.  cloth,  10s.  6d. 

"  The  work  before  us  displays  learning  and  ability."— Morning  Chronicle. 
"  This  work,  '  The  Great  Physician,'  is  evidently  the  production  of  a  clear- 
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thinking  head  and  a  sound  heart  ;  the  subject,  a  new  and  most  interesting 
one.  *  *  I  am  no  critic  ;  I  only  know  when  I  myself  am  pleased,  and  I 
can  only  say,  that,  without  giving  an  unqualified  assent  to  some  of  the 
positions,  the  work,  as  a  whole,  has  interested  me  much." — Author  of  the 
Christian  Gentleman's  Daily  Walk. 

GIBBON,  E.-THE  HISTORY  of  the  DECLINE  and  FALL  of 
the  ROMAN  EMPIRE.  By  EDWARD  GIBBON,  Esq.  New  Edition.  8 
vols.  8vo.  cloth,  31. 

\  THE  GIPSIES.  Dedicated,  by  permission,  to  James  Crabb,  the 
Gipsies'  Friend.  Fcap.  cloth,  4s.  6d. 

|  GOODE,  REV.  F.-A  NEW  VOLUME  of  SERMONS.  By  the 
late  Rev.  FRANCIS  GOODE,  Lecturer  at  Clapham.  8vo.  cloth,  10s.  (Jd. 

I  —  THE  BETTER  COVENANT  PRACTICALLY  CONSIDERED, 
from  Hebrews  viii.  6,  10—12  ;  with  a  SUPPLEMENT  on  Philippians  ii.  12, 
13.  Fourth  Edition.  8vo.  boards,  10s.  6d. 

COODE,  REV.  W.-TWO  TREATISES  on  the  CHURCH.  By 
DR.  T.  JACKSON  and  BISHOP  SANDERSON  ;  with  a  Letter  of  Bishop  Cosin, 
on  the  Orders  of  the  Foreign  Reformed  Churches.  Edited,  with  Intro- 
ductory Remarks,  by  WILLIAM  GOODE,  M.A.,  Rector  of  St.  Antholin. 
Fcap.  cloth,  5s. 

—  MODERN  CLAIMS  to   the    GIFTS   of  the    SPIRIT,  Stated 
and  Examined.    With  Appendix.     Second  Edition.    8vo.  bds.  10s.  6d. 

—  TRACTS  on  CHURCH  RATES.    8vo.  bds.  7s,  6d. 

—  THE  CASE  AS  IT  IS ;  or,  a  Reply  to  Dr.  Pusey's  Letter  to 
the  Archbishop   of  Canterbury;   including  a  Compendious  Statement   of 
the   Doctrines  and  Views  of  the  Tractators  as  expressed  by  themselves. 
Third  Edition.    8vo.  sewed,  Is. 

—  ALTARS  PROHIBITED  by  the   CHURCH  of  ENGLAND. 
2  Parts  in  1.    8vo.  sewed,  2s.  6d. 

—  A  LETTER  to  a  LAY  FRIEND,  in  Answer  to  Inquiries  re- 
specting the  State  of  Things  in  the  Church,  and  the  Course  which  the  Pre- 
sent Crisis  demands  from  those  who  tender  its  Welfare.     Second  Edition, 
enlarged.    8vo.  sewed,  Is. 

—  TRACT  90  HISTORICALLY  REFUTED;    or,  a  Reply  to  a 
Work  by  the  Rev.  F.  Oakeley,   entitled,    "  The  Subject  of  Tract  90  His- 
torically Examined."    8vo.  sewed,  5s. 

THE  GOSPELS  COLLATED.     Presenting  in  one  view  the   Con- 
current Testimony  of  the  Evangelists.    By  a  BARRISTER  of  Lincoln's  Inn. 
Royal  8vo.  cloth,  I/.  Is. 
"  We  feel  it  our  duty  to  give  this  volume  our  warmest  recommendation." 

—Oxford  Herald. 
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COULD,  MISS  H.-THE  GfRAHAME  FAMILY  ;  or,  Historical 
Portfolio  Opened.  By  Miss  HUSSKY  GOULD.  With  Woodcuts.  Fcap. 
cloth,  6s. 

CRAY,  MRS.  H.-THE  HISTORY  of  ETRURIA.  Part  I. 
TARCHUN  AND  HIS  TIMES.  From  the  Foundation  of  Tarquinia  to 
the  Foundation  of  Rome.  Part  II.  FROM  THE  FOUNDATION  OF 
ROME  TO  THE  GENERAL  PEACE  OF  ANNO  TARQUINIENSIS, 
839,  B.  C.348.  By  Mrs.  HAMILTON  GRAY.  2  vols.  post  8vo.  cloth,  each 
12s. 

"  A  work  which  we  strongly  recommend  as  certain  to  afford  pleasure  and 
profit  to  every  reader." — Athfntpum. 

"  Mrs  Gray's  works  are  entitled  to  a  most  prominent  place  in  the  lite- 
rature of  this  country." — Herald, 

-  TOUR  to  the  SEPULCHRES  of  ETRURIA  in  1839. 

Contents :— Introduction— Veii—  Monte  Nerone— Tarquinia— Vnlci—Tus- 
cania— Caere  or  Agylla-  Castel  d'Asso— Clusium— Conclusion. 

Third  Edition.    With  numerous  Illustrations,  post  8vo.  cloth,  \L  Is. 
"  Mrs.   Gray  has   won  an  honourable  place    in    the  large  assembly  of 

modern  female  writers." — Quarterly  Rericic. 

I"  We  warmly  recommend  Mrs.  Gray's  most  useful  and  interesting  volume." 
—Edinburgh  Review. 

i  GRAY,  REV.  J.  H.-  SERMONS  in  ROME.  During  Lent  1838. 
By  the  Rev.  JOHN  HAMILTON  GRAY,  M.A.,  of  Magdalen  College,  Oxford  ; 
Vicar  of  Bolsover  and  Scarcliff.  12mo.  cloth,  7s.  Gd. 

—  EXPLANATION    of   the    CHURCH    CATECHISM.      With 
Scripture  Proofs,  for  the  use  of  Sunday  Schools.     Second  Edition.    12mo. 
doth,  Is. 

—  On  the   ORDAINING  INFLUENCE   of  the  HOLY  GHOST. 
12mo.  cloth,  2s   6d. 

CRIMSTON,  HON.  MISS.-ARRANGEMENTofthe  COMMON 
PRAYER  BOOK  and  LESSONS,  Dedicated,  by  Permission,  to  Her  Ma- 
jesty. 

The  peculiar  advantage  of  this  arrangement  consists  in  having  the  entire 
Morning  and  Evening  Service  printed  in  a  large  clear  type,  in  two  portable 
volumes,  one  for  the  Morning  and  the  other  for  the  Evening. 

The  following  aie  the  prices  :  — 

£  s.   d. 
The  largest  size  demy  12mo.  Morocco  elegant    -        200 


Ditto  plain 

Ditto  calf         gilt  leaves 

The  second  size,  royal  18mo.  Morocco  elegant    - 
Ditto  plain 

Ditto  calf         gilt  leaves 

The  smallest  size,  royal32mo.  Morocco  elegant    - 
Ditto  plain 


15  0 

10  0 

15  0 

10  0 

5  0 

4  0 

1  o 

Ditto  calf        gilt  leaves         0  16  0 
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GRIFFITH,  REV.  T.-THE  APOSTLES'  CREED,  considered 
in  relation  to  the  wants  of  the  Religious  Sense,  and  certain  errors  of  the 
Present  Day.  By  the  Rev.  THOMAS  GRIFFITH,  A.M.,  Minister  of  Ram's 
Episcopal  Chapel,  Homerton,  Author  of  "  The  Spiritual  Life,"  &c.  &c. 
I2mo.  cloth,  10s. 

"  We  have  perused  this  work  with  pleasure,  for  there  is  in  it  sound  scho- 
larship, a  correct,  and  often  elegant,  exposition  of  doctrinal  points,  and  a 
truly  pious  and  devout  spirit." — Gentleman's  Magazine. 

GRYLLS,  REV.  T.-SERMONS  preached  in  the  Cathedral  Church 
of  St.  Peter's,  Exeter,  by  the  late  Rev.  THOMAS  GRYLLS,  A.M.,  of  Trinity 
College,  Cambridge,  Prebendary  of  Exeter,  and  Rector  of  Cardynham, 
Cornwall.  With  a  Biographical  Sketch  of  the  Author,  by  the  Rev.  J. 
PUNNETT,  M.A.,  Vicar  of  fet.  Erth,  and  formerly  of  Clare  Hall,  Cambridge. 
8vo.  cloth,  10s.  6d. 

HAIMKINSON,  REV.  T.  E.-SERMONS.  By  the  Rev.  THOMAS 
EDWARDS  HANKINSON,  M.A.,  late  of  Corpus  Christi  College,  Cambridge, 
and  Minister  of  St.  Matthew's  Chapel,  Denmark  Hill.  8vo.  cloth,  10s.  Cd. 

HARE,  REV.  A.  W.-SERMONS  to  a  COUNTRY  CONGRE- 
GATION. By  AUGUSTUS  WILLIAM  HARE,  A.M.,  late  Fellow  of  New 
College,  and  Rector  of  Alton  Barnes.  Sixth  Edition.  2  vols.  12mo. 
cloth,  16s. 

"  They  are,  in  truth,  as  appears  to  us,  compositions  of  very  rare  merit,  and 
realise  a  notion  we  have  always  entertained,  that  a  sermon  for  our  rural  con- 
gregations there  somewhere  was,  if  it  could  be  hit  off,  which  in  language 
should  be  familiar  without  being  plain,  and  in  matter  solid  without  being 
abstruse."—  Quarterly  Review. 

HASTINGS,  REV.  J.  H.-PAROCHIAL  SERMONS,  from 
Advent  to  Trinity  Sunday.  By  the  Rev.  HENRY  JAMES  HASTINGS,  M.A  , 
Rector  of  Areley  Kings.  8vo.  cloth,  12s. 

—  PAROCHIAL  SERMONS,  from  Trinity  to  Advent  Sunday. 
8vo.  cloth,  12s. 

HATHERELL,  REV.  J.  W.-NINE  SERMONS  Preached  at 
the  Palace  Chapel  la  Valetta,  at  Malta,  in  October,  November,  and  De- 
cember, 1841.  To  which  are  added  TWO  THEOLOGICAL  ESSAYS, 
read  on  public  occasions.  By  the  Rev.  J.  W.  HATHERELL,  D  D.,  Brase- 
nose  College,  Oxford,  and  Rector  of  Charmouth,  Dorset.  12mo.  cloth, 
3s.  6d. 

HENDRY,  MISS  E.  A -CRESSINGHAM  RECTORY.  Family 
Conversations  on  various  Subjects.  By  ELIZABETH  ANNK  HENDRY 
12mo.  cloth,  3s. 

HIFFERNAN,  REV.  J.  M.-CHARACTERS  and   EVENTS  in 

SCRIPTURE  HISTORY  PRACTICALLY  CONSIDERED.  A  Series 
of  Lectures.  By  the  Rev.  JOHN  M.  HIFFERNAN,  A.M.,  Curate  of  Fethard, 
in  the  Diocese  of  Cashel.  12mo.  cloth,  5s. 
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HINTS  to  PROMOTE  a  LIFE  of  FAITH;  or,  the  Ratification  of 
the  Baptismal  Covenant.     By  a  Member  of  the  Church  of  England.  Fcap. 
cloth,  4s.  6d. 
"  This  work  is  intended  to  aid  inexperienced  inquirers  to  attain  a  life  of 

faith.    It  is  written    in  a  truly  pious,  practical,  and  devotional  spirit." — 

English  Review. 

HINTS  on  EARLY  EDUCATION  and  NURSERY  DISCIPLINE. 

Fifteenth  Edition.     12mo.  cloth,  3s.  6d. 

"  I  think  I  may  say  that  of  all  men  we  meet  with,  nine  parts  out  often  are 
what  they  are, good  or  evil,  useful  or  not,  by  their  education." — Locke. 

HINTS  for  REFLECTION.  Compiled  from  various  Authors.  Third 
Edition.  32mo.  cloth,  2s. 

HISTORY  of  JOB,  in  Language  adapted  to  Children.  By  the  Au- 
thor of  the  "  Peep  of  Day,"  "  Line  upon  Line,"  &c.  18mo.  cloth,  Is. 

HITCHEN,  REV.  I.-TWELVE  SERMONS.  Preached  in  St. 
Mary's  Episcopal  Chapel,  Glasgow,  1842.  By  the  Rev.  ISAAC  HITCHEN. 
M.D.,  Assistant  Minister.  8vo.,  cloth,  7s.  6d. 

HOLLOWAY,  REV.  DR.-THE  ANALOGY  of  FAITH ;  or,  an 

Attempt  to  Show  God's  Methods  of  Grace  with  the  Church  of  Christ,  as 
set  forth  in  the  experience  of  David.  By  the  Rev.  THOMAS  HOLLOWAV, 
D.D.,  Some  time  Fellow  of  Exeter  College,  Oxford,  and  Minister  of 
Fitzroy  Chapel,  Fitzroy  Square.  8vo.  cloth,  10s.  6d. 

—  EUCHARISTIA  ;  or,  a  Vindication  of  the  Lord's  Supper  from  the 
Superstition  and  Idolatry  of  Modern  Innovations.  Being  the  Substance  of 
a  Course  of  Sermons  preached  before  the  Congregation  assembling  to  Wor- 
ship at  Fitzroy  Chapel.  Fcap.  cloth,  3s.  6d. 

HOPE,  MRS.-SELF-EDUCATION    and  the  FORMATION  of 
CHARACTER :    Addressed   to  the    Young.      By  MRS.   HOPE.    Second 
Edition.      18mo.  cloth,  2s.  6d. 
"  Parents  and  teachers  will  gain  many  useful  hints  from  the  perusal  of  this 

volume." — Record. 

HOPE,  DR.-MEMOIRS  of  the  LATE  JAMES    HOPE,  M.D., 

Physician  to  St.  George's  Hospital,  &c.  &c.  By  MRS.  HOPE.  To  which 
are  added.  REMARKS  on  CLASSICAL  EDUCATION.  By  Dr.  HOPE. 
And  LETTERS  from  a  SENIOR  to  a  JUNIOR  PHYSICIAN.  By  Dr. 
BCRDER.  The  whole  edited  by  KLEIN  GRANT,  M.D.,  &c.  &c.  Third  Edi- 
tion. Post  8vo.  cloth,  7s. 
"  The  general,  as  well  as  the  medical  reader,  will  find  this  a  most 

interesting  and  instructive  volume." — Gentleman's  Mag. 
"  A  most  interesting  and  valuable  volume." — Britannia. 
"  A  volume  of  universal  interest." — Morning  Post. 
"  A  very  interesting  memoir  to  every  class  of  readers." — Christian  Ob- 

terver. 
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HOPWOOD,  REV.  H.-ELISHA'S  STAFF  in  the  HAND  of 
GEHAZI,  and  other  Sermons.  By  the  Rev.  HBNRY  HOPWOOD,  M.A., 
Queen's  College,  Cambridge.  Late  Inspector  of  Schools  for  the  National 
Society.  12mo.,  cloth,  2s.  6d. 

Any  profits  accruing  from  these  Sermons  will  be  devoted  towards  defray- 
ing the  expenses  of  erecting  an  Altar-Screen  and  an  Organ,  in  Christ  Church, 
Worthing. 


HOWARD,  J.-MEMOIRS  of  JOHN  HOWARD,  the  Christian 
Philanthropist:  with  a  Detail  of  his  extraordinary  Labours;  and  an  Ac- 
count of  the  Prisons,  Schools,  Lazarettos,  and  Public  Institutions  he 
visited.  By  THOMAS  TAYLOR,  Esq.,  Author  of  "  The  Life  of  Cowper," 
&c.  &c.  With  a  Portrait.  12mo.  cloth,  7s. 

HOWELS,  REV.  W.-SERMONS.  By  the  late  Rev.  W.  HOWELS. 
With  a  MEMOIR  of  the  Author,  &c.,  By  CHARLES  BOWDLER.  Second 
Edition,  2  vols.  8vo.  With  a  Portrait,  24s. 

—  A  COURSE  of  SERMONS  on  the  LORD'S  PRAYER,  printed 
in  a  separate  volume.  8vo.  boards,  5s. 

HURNALL,  REV.  J.-EPOCHS   of  the   CHURCH  of  LYONS. 

A  Fragment  in  the  History  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ.  Translated 
from  the  French.  Edited  by  the  Rev.  J.  HURAALL,  ALA.  Second  Edi- 
tion, fcap.  cloth,  3s.  6d. 

JEWSBURY,  MISS  M.  J.-LETTERS  to  the  YOUNG.  By 
MARIA  JANE  JEWSBURY.  Fifth  Edition.  Fcap.  cloth,  5s. 

JOHNSTONE,  REV.  J.-THE  WAY  of  LIFE.  Set  forth  in 
several  Sermons  preached  before,  and  dedicated  by  permission  to,  Her 
Majesty  the  Queen  Dowager.  By  JOHN  JOHNSTONE,  M.A.,  late  Minister 
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Young  Persons.  By  J.  SNOW.  18mo.  cloth,  2s.  6d. 

PRIVATE  PRAYERS  for  YOUNG  PERSONS.    By  M. 

A.    Fcap.  cloth,  2s. 

A  FEW  PLAIN  SHORT  PRAYERS,  intended  to  be  sent 
with  each  set  of  Baby  Linen  lent  to  Poor  Women.  24mo.  sewed, 
3d.,  or  2s.  6d.  per  dozen. 

PRAYERS  for  CHILDREN  and  YOUNG  PERSONS. 
34mo.  sewed,  3d.  or  2s.  Gd.-per  dozen. 

A  COMPANION  to  the  ALTAR,  with  Occasional  Prayers. 
By  GEORGE  A.  E.  MARSH,  A.M.,  R ector  of  Bangor,  Flintshire,  and  late 
Minister  of  St.  Mary's  Chapel,  Park  Street,  Grosvenor  Square.  Third 
Edition.  Boards  Is.  6d.,  sheep  2s.,  calf,  3s. 

NEWLY  ARRANGED  MANUAL  for  COMMUNICANTS 
at  the  LORD'S  SUPPER,  including  the  Service  for  the  Holy  Com- 
munion. 24mo.  bound,  3s. 

THE  PRIESTESS.  An  Anglo-Saxon  Tale  of  th*  Early  Days  of 
Christianity  in  Britain.  By  the  Translator  of  "  Margaret ;  or,  the'Gold 
Mine."  Post  8vu.  cloth,  7s.  6d. 

QUESTIONS  and  PRACTICAL  REMARKS  on  the  FOR- 
TIONS  of  SCRIPTURE  selected  as  the  Epistle  for  each  Sunday  in  the 
Year.  By  the  Author  of  "  Bible  Stories,"  &c.  18mo.  cloth,  2s.  6d. 

QUESTIONS  and  PRACTICAL  REMARKS  on  the  POR- 
TIONS of  SCRIPTURE  selected  as  the  Gospels  for  each  Sunday  in 
the  Year.  By  the  Author  of  "  Bible  Stories,"  "Questions  on  the  Epis- 
tles," &c.  18mo.  cloth,  2s  6d. 

QUESTIONS  on  the  COLLECTS  of  the  CHURCH  of  ENG- 
LAND, for  every  Sunday  in  the  Year,  Designed  to  Promote  a  Better 
Understanding  of  those  comprehensive  Forms  of  Prayer ;  with  a  Key, 
containing  suitable  Answers  and  Scriptural  pro<Jfs,  for  the  use  of 
Young  Persons.  18mo.  cloth,  Is.  61. 

RADCLYFFE,  REV.  W.-THE  PULPIT  HELP  to  PRAYER. 

By  the  Rev.  W.  RADCLYFFE,  M.A.,  of  Queen's  College,   Oxford,   and 
Curate  of  Moor  Critchill,  Devon.    18mo.,  cloth,  3s. 

RICHMOND,  REV.  L.-THE  ANNALS  of  the    POOR.     By 

the  late  Rev.  LEGH  RICHMOND.     With  Engravings  by  EDWARD  FINDBN. 
Fcap.  cloth,  5s. 

ROBERTS,  W.-THE  PORTRAITURE   of  a    CHRISTIAN 

GENTLEMAN.     By  W.  ROBERTS.  Esq.,  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  Editor  of  the 
"  Life  of  Mrs.  H.  More."     Second  Edition.    Boards,  6s. 

ROOSE,  E.  M.-FCCLESIASTICA;  or,  the  Church,  her 
Schools,  and  the  Clergy.  By  EDWARD  MAHON  ROUSE,  Esq.,  of  Lincoln's 
Inn.  Second  Edition.  8vo.  cloth,  10s.  6d. 
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ROSE  UNIQUE;  or,  Errors  Expiated.     Fcap.  cloth,  4s. 

ROWE,  REV.  S.-AN  APPEAL  to  the  RUBRIC  ;    in  a  Re- 

view  of  the  several  Clauses  of  the  Ritual  Code  ;  with  Suggestions  for  Gene- 
ral Uniformity  in  the  Public  Services  of  the  United  Church  of  England  and 
Ireland.  By  SAMUEL  ROWE,  M.A.,  of  Devon.  Fcap,  cloth,  3s.  6d.  • 

RUSSELL,  DR.-THE  HISTORY   of  MODERN  EUROPE. 

With  an  Account  of  the  Decline  and  Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire ;  and 
a  view  of  the  Progress  of  Society,  from  the  Rise  of  the  Modern  Kingdoms 
to  the  Peace  of  Paris  in  1763.  In  a  series  of  Letters  from  a  Nobleman  to 
his  Son.  New  Edition,  continued  to  the  death  of  William  the  Fourth  of 
England.  In  4  vols.  8vo.  £2.  12*. 

THE  SACRED  PRECEPTOR;  or,  a  Series  of  Questions  and 
Answers,  elucidating  the  Doctrine,  Practice,  and  Natural  History  of 
Scripture  ;  for  the  use  of  Schools  and  Young  Persons.  12mo.  half-bound, 
3s. 

SALTER,  REV.  H.  G.-THE  BOOK  of   ILLUSTRATIONS ,- 

or,  Scripture  Truths  exhibited  by  the  aid  of  Similes,  Original  and  Se- 
lected. 13y  the  Rev.  H.  G  SALTER,  A.M.,  Curate  and  Lecturer  of  Glas- 
tonbury.  8vo.  cloth,  10s.  6d. 

These  illustrations  are  drawn  from  Nature,  History,  the  Arts  and  Sciences, 
and  the  Kingdoms  of  Grace  and  Providence.  It  is  believed  that  no  similar 
work  has  been  published  since  Mr.  Spencer's  in  1658,  of  which  the  most  va- 
luable portions  are  here  incorporated. 

SAMUEL,  REV.  J.-THE    REMNANT    FOUND;     or,    the 

Place  of  Israel's  Hiding  Discovered.  Being  a  summary  of  proofs,  showing 
that  the  Jews  at  Daghistan,  on  the  Caspian  Sea,  are  the  Remnant  of 
the  Ten  Tribes.  The  result  of  personal  residence  and  investigation.  By 
the  Rev.  JACOB  SAMUEL,  Senior  Missionary  to  the  Jews  for  India,  Persia, 
and  Arabia.  8vo., cloth,  5s. 

SCENES  in  OUR  PARISH.  By  a  Country  Parson's  Daugh- 
ter. 2  vols.  12mo.  bds.  each  5s. 

SCOTT,  REV.  T.-THE  HOLY  BIBLE;  containing  the  Old 
and  New  Testament  according  to  the  Authorised  Version  ;  with  Explana- 
tory Notes,  Practical  Observations,  and  copious  Marginal  References. 
By  the  Rev.  THOMAS  SCOTT,  late  Rector  of  Ashton  Sandford,  Bucks.  A 
New  Edition,  with  the  Author's  last  Corrections  and  Improvements,  and 
with  numerous  Illustrations  and  Maps.  6  vols.  4to.  cloth,  61. 6s.  or  3  vols. 
imperial  8vo.  cloth,  31.  3s. 

—  THE  HOLY  BIBLE;  with  the  Practical  Observations. 
2  vola.  imperial  8vo.  cloth,  H.  5s. 

-  ESSAYS  on  the  MOST  IMPORTANT  SUBJECTS  in 
RELIGION.  With  a  MEMorR  of  the  AUTHOR.  Fifteenth  Edition.  12mo. 
5s. ;  18mo.  3s.  6d. 
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SCRIPTURE  CATECHISM;  extracted  chiefly  from  the  Rev. 
Edward  Bickersteth's  "  Scripture  Help."  Designed  to  assist  the  Young  in 
acquiring  a  Knowledge  of  the  Holy  Bible,  and  to  commend  it  to  their  love. 
By  E.  W.  18mo.  cloth,  2s. 

SELECTION  of  FABLES  from  FLORIAN  and  OTHER  AU- 
THORS, Translated  and  Versified.  To  which  are  added,  A  Few  Scraps 
from  a  Portfolio.  By  THERESA  TIDY.  18mo.  cloth,  Is. 

SELKIRK,  REV.  J.-RECOLLECTIONS  of  CEYLON,  after 
a  Residence  of  nearly  Thirteen  Years ,    with  an   Account  of  the  Church 
Missionary  Society's  Operations  in  that  island,  and  Extracts  from  a  Jour- 
nal.   By  the  Rev.  JAMES  SELKIRK,  Curate  of  Myddleton  Tyas,  Yorkshire. 
8vo.  cloth,  with  a  Map  and  various  Illustrations,  14s. 
"  Containing  a  very  clear  and  succinct  account  of  Ceylon  ;  and  may  be 
safely  recommended  to  those  who  wish  a  coup  d'ceil  of  the  island." — Spec- 
tator. 

"  The  author  has  afforded,  we  think,  the  most  complete  information  we 
have  ever  had.  respecting  this  magnificent  island,  and  developes  a  number 
of  original  traits  which  have  escaped  the  notice  of  other  travellers." — Lite- 
rary Gazette. 

SERMONS  and  EXTRACTS  CONSOLATORY  on  the  LOSS 
of  FRIENDS.  Selected  from  the  Works  of  the  most  eminent  Divines. 
Third  Edition.  8vo.  cloth,  12s. 

SHERWOOD,  MRS.-THE  HISTORY  of  JOHN  MARTEN. 
A  Sequel  to  "The  Life  of  Henry  Milner."  By  Mrs.  SHERWOOD.  12mo. 
cloth,  7s.  6d. 

—  THE  HISTORY  of  HENRY  MILNER.      3  vols.  12mo. 
cloth,  each  6s. 

—  THE    HISTORY  of  the  FAIRCHILD  FAMILY  ;  or,  The 

Child's  Manual.    Fifteenth  Edition,  12mo.,  cloth.  5s. 

—  THE  HISTORY  of  the  FAIRCHILD  FAMILY.     Volume 
2.     Third  Edition.     12mo.  cloth,  5s. 

—  JULIETTA  DI  LAVENZA.     A  Tale  38mo.  cloth,  2s. 

-  THE  HEDGE  of  THORNS.    Fifth  Edition.    18mo.  cloth,  Is. 

—  VICTORIA.     12mo.bds.  4s. 

—  THE  ORPHANS  of  NORMANDY.    Third  Edition.    12mo. 
bds.  2s.  6d. 

-  THE  LITTLE  MOMIERE.     12mo.  cloth,  3s. 

SINCLAIR,  REV.  W.-THE  DYING  SOLDIER.  A  Tale 
founded  on  Facts.  By  the  Rev.  W.  SINCLAIR,  M.A.,  Minister  of  St. 
George's,  Leeds.  18mo.  cloth,  Is.  6d. 
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SLEEMAN.  LIEUT.-COLONEL.-RAMBLES  and  RECOL- 
LECTIONS of  an  INDIAN  OFFICIAL.     By   Lieutenant-Colonel  W. 
H.  SLEEMAN,  of  the  Indian  army.  With  numerous  Coloured  Illustrations. 
2  vols.  royal  8vo.  handsomely  bound  in  cloth,  21.  12s.  6d. 
"  This  work  is  not  only  replete  with  valuable  information,  but  richly  en- 
livened with  anecdote,  story,  and  legend,  splendidly  bound  up,  and  illumi- 
nated with  beautiful  engravings.    The  contents  are  various  and  interesting." 
Literary  Gazette. 

"  The  coloured  lithographs  that  illustrate  these  volumes,  in  a  rich  profusion 
which  proves  that  cost  has  not  been  considered,  are  effective  and  splendid 
presentments  of  the  magnificent  architecture  of  the  East,  and  would  alone 
make  the  work  valuable.  Paper,  type,  and  binding,  are  all  so  many 
luxuries.  —Athenceum. 

"  This  is  one  of  the  best  works  that  have  been  published  on  the  subject 
of  Hindostan."— Spectator. 

"  We  earnestly  recommend  this  work  to  the  attention  of  the  readmg 
public,  as  the  most  interesting  and  best  written  that  has  been  issued  on 
India  for  a  number  of  years.  The  plates  are  perfect  architectural  drawings, 
with  rich  illuminations  in  colour,  to  convey  more  accurately  a  true  idea  of 
the  originals." — Britannia. 

THE  SOLACE  of  an  INVALID.     Fourth  Edition.     Fcap.  cloth, 

5s.  6d. 

SOLACE  of  a  MOURNER.    Fcap.  cloth.  4s.  6d. 

SORELLI.  G.-THE  STUDENT'S  HELP  for  the  ATTAIN- 
MENT of  the  ENGLISH,  FRENCH,  and  ITALIAN  LANGUAGES. 

By  GUIDO   SORELLI,  Author  of  "  My  Confessions  to  Silvio  Pellico,"   &c. 
&c.,  Professor  of  Languages.    12mo.  cloth,  5s. 

A  SPONSOR'S  GIFT.  Being  Familiar  Essays  on  those  things 
"  which  a  Christian  ought  to  know  and  believe,"  in  a  Series  of  Letters 
to  an  absent  Godchild.  Second  Edition,  12mo.  boards,  3s. 

STEWART,  REV.  J.  H.-Lectures  upon  the  FIFTY-FIFTH 
CHAPTER  of  the  PROPHET  ISAIAH.  By  the  Rev.  JAMES  HALDANE 
STEWART,  M.A.,  Incumbent  of  St.  Bride's,  Liverpool,  and  Chaplain  to  the 
Most  Noble  the  Marquis  of  Bute,  and  the  Marquis  of  Breadalbane. 

—  THE  FAMILY  which  JESUS  LOVED  ;  or,  Lectures  upon 
the  HISTORY  of   MARTHA,  and   MARY,  and  LAZARUS.    Second 
Edition.     12mo.  cloth,  6s. 

—  THE    PARENTAL   PROMISE    FULFILLED ;     a    Brief 
Memoir  of  his  Eldest  Son,  W.  C.  Stewart,  who  departed  this  life  in  per- 
fect peace,  Dec.  3,  1834,  aged  seventeen.     Third  Edition.    12mo.  cloth, 
3s.  6d. 

STOPFORD,  REV.  J.-PAGANO-PAPISMUS;  or,  an  Exact 
Parallel  between  Rome-Pagan  and  Rome-Christian  in  their  Doctrines  and 
Ceremonies.  By  JOSHUA  STOPFORD,  B.D.,  Rector  of  All  Saints,  in  the 
City  of  York.  (Being  a  reprint  of  a  work  published  in  1675.)  1  vol.  12mo. 
cloth,  7s. 
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STOWELL,    REV.    H.-TRACTARIANISM    TESTED    by 

HOLY  SCRIPTURE  and  the  CHURCH  of  ENGLAND,  in  a  Series  cf 
Sermons.  By  the  Rev.  HUGH  STOWELL,  M.A.,  Incumbent  of  Christ 
Church,  Manchester,  and  Hon.  Prebendary  of  Chester.  2  vols.  12mo. 
cloth,  each  6s. 

Contents  of  Vol.  1 :— Private  judgment— The  standard  of  faith— Apostolical 
Succession,  and  the  Powers  of  the  Clergy— The  Church  of  England  and  the 
Reformation— How  Separatists  are  to  be  regarded— The  Importance  of 
Preaching— On  Reserve  in  the  communication  of  Christian  Doctrine. 

Contents  of  Vol.2:— Justification  by  faith—  On'Baptism— Sin  after  Baptism— 
The  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper— Fasting  and  Voluntary  Humility  - 
Forms— Church  Architecture  and  Church  Furniture— Recapitulation  and 
Improvement. 
N.B.  The  object  of  this  work  is  not  merely  nor  mainly  to  confute  Tracta- 

rianism,  but  rather  to  inform  and  establish  the  minds   of  Churchmen  on 

certain    perplexing  questions,  respecting  which  definite  views  are  much 

needed. 

THE  STRANGE  PLANET,  an  Allegory,  and  other  Tales,  for 
Sunday  Reading.  By  the  Author  of  "Aids  to  Developement."  Illus- 
trated with  Woodcuts.  18mo.  cloth,  3s. 

TALES  for  MY  GRANDCHILDREN.     I8mo.  cloth,  5>s. 

"  A  work  adapted  to  the  capacities  of  very  young  children,  to  afford 
instructive  amusement  for  Sunday  evening." 

TEICNMOUTH,  LORD.-MEMOIRSof  the  LIFE  and  COR- 

RESPONDENCE  of  JOHN  LORD  TEIGNMODTH.     By  his  Son,  LORD 

TKIGXMOITH.     2  vols.  demy  8vo.  cloth,  24s. 

"  Replete  with  interesting  matter." — Cttrittian  Observer. 

"  It  is  impossible  to  read  these  two  volumes  without  being  impressed  with 
a  sincere  respect  for  the  character  and  virtue  of  Lord  Teignmouth,  which 
raised  him  deservedly  to  the  eminence  he  attained,  for  the  spotless  integrity 
he  preserved  in  the  midst  of  corruption,  and  for  his  sincere  and  unassuming 
piety."— Asiatic  Journal. 

—  LETTERS  ADDRESSED  by  LORD   TEIGNMOUTH  to 

his  SOX  on  his  DEPARTURE  for  INDIA.     18mo.  cloth,  Is. 

THOMPSON,  REV.  E.-A  VOLUME  of  SERMONS  upon 
the  FUTURE  STATE  of  HAPPINESS.  By  the  Rev.  EDWABD  THOMP- 
SON, M.A.,  Minister  of  Charlotte  Chapel,  Pimlico.  Dedicated,  by  permis- 
sion, to  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  Dowager.  Second  Edition.  Post  8vo. 
doth,  6s.  6d. 

—  POPULAR  LECTURES  upon  the  DIFFERENCES  EXIST- 
ING BETWEEN  the   CHURCH  of  ENGLAND  and  the  CHURCH  of 
ROME.    Enriched  with  copious  Notes.     Post  8vo.  cloth,  6s.  6d. 

THOMPSON,  REV.  F.  E.-TWELYE  LECTURES  preached 
in  St.  George's  Chapel,  Old  Brentford,  in  the  Season  of  Lent  1844andl845. 
By  the  Rev.  F.  E.  THOMPSON,  B.A.,  of  Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  and 
Incumbent  of  Old  Brentford.  12mo.  cloth,  5s. 
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THISTLETHWAITE,  REV.  W.-TWENTY-ONE  SERMONS 

for  CHARITY  SCHOOLS.  By  the  late  Rev.  W.  THISTLETHWAITE, 
A.M.,  Incumbent  of  St.  George's,  Bolton.  To  which  is  prefixed  a  MEMOIR 
of  the  AUTHOR,  with  a  Portrait.  12mo.  cloth,  10s. 

THORNTON,  H.-FEMALE  CHARACTERS.  By  the  late 
HENRY  THORNTON,  Esq.,  M.P.  With  Prayers  adapted  to  the  Lectures. 
Second  Edition.  Fcap.  cloth,  3s. 

—  ON    the    TEN    COMMANDMENTS,     with    PRAYERS. 
Second  Edition.    12mo.  cloth.,  2s.  6d. 

—  LECTURES    upon    the     SERMONS    on    the     MOUNT. 
Second  Edition.   12mo.  cloth,  5s. 

—  FAMILY  PRAYERS,   in  a  Series  for  a  Month.     Sixteenth 
Edition.     12mo.  cloth,  3s. 

TRACTS  FOR  DISTRIBUTION. 

FEED  MY  LAMBS,  a  Lecture  for  Children  in  Words 

of  One  Syllable.    By  the  Rev.  T.   G.  HATCHARD.     3d.  each, 
or  2s.  6d.per  dozen. 

MOLLY  GAY;  or,  the  Aged  Christian  Widow.     By 

the  Author  of  "  Charity  in  Religion."    18mo.  sewed,  9d. 

THE  CREATION  and  FALL  of  MAN.    Arranged  as 

nearly   as  possible   in  the  Words  of  Scripture.     For    the  Lower 
Classes  in  the  National  Schools.    Part  I.    18mo.  sewed,  4d. 

THE  GOOD    MOTHER   and  HER  TWO   SONS. 

Intended  for  Sailors  and  Emigrants.     Second  Edition.  2d.,  or  Is. 
6d.  per  dozen,  or  10s.  per  100. 

THE  FOURTH  COMMANDMENT  EXPLAINED. 

By  a  Sunday  School  Teacher.    3d.,  or  2s.  6d.  a  dozen. 

HOW  OLD  ART  THOU  ?     2d.  each. 

A  FEW  HINTS  on  INFANT  BAPTISM.     By  the 

Rev.  LORD  ARTHUR  HERVEY,  M.A.    6d.  each,  or  5s.  per  dozen. 

THE    TEACHER'S  ASSISTANT    IN    NEEDLE- 

V.'URK.    Seventh  Edition.    6d.  each,  or  5s.  per  dozen. 

THE  KNITTING  TEACHER'S  ASSISTANT.  Ninth 

Edition.     6d.,  or  5s.  per  dozen. 

A  MISFORTUNE  CHANGED  into  a  BLESSING. 

12mo.  6d.,  or  Is.  in  cloth  boards. 


30  WORKS    PUBLISHED    BY 

TRACTS  FOR  DISTRIBUTION. 

ELIEZER;  or,  The  Faithful  Servant.    12mo.  3d.,  or 

2s.  6d.  per  dozen. 

PORTIONS  OF  SCRIPTURE,  arranged  with  a  view 

to  promote  the  RELIGIOUS  OBSERVANCE  OF  THE  LORD'S  DAY.  By 
a  LADY.  3d.  each,  or  2s.  6d.  per  dozen. 

HOW  CAN  I  GO  TO  CHURCH  ?  Or,  A  Dialogue 

between  a  Lady  and  a  Poor  Woman.    3d  each. 

WHY  SHOULD  I  NOT  GO  TO  THE  MEETING- 

HOUSE?    3d.  each. 

HAPPINESS  AND  MISERY;  or,  The  Life  of  Faith 

and  the  Natural  Life.    Seventh  Edition,    lid.  each. 

A  FRIEND  to  the   SICK  and  AFFLICTED.      Sixth 

Edition.    3d.  each,  or  2s.  6d.  per  dozen. 

THE  SERVANT'S  POCKET  COMPANION:  con- 

taining  Prayers  for  Morning  and  Evening,  and  on  Particular  Oc- 
casions ;  with  Short  Addresses  on  the  Duties  of  Servants.  18mo. 
Is.  boards. 

NARRATIVE    OF  POLL  PEG,   of   Leicestershire. 

3d.,  or  2s.  Gd.per  dozen. 

REPAIRING  THE  CHURCH.      3d.  each,  or  2s.  6d. 

per  dozen. 

A    SHORT  ADDRESS    TO  POOR  WOMEN,  on 

the  Duty  of  bringing  their  Children  early  to  be  Baptized.  6d.  each, 
or  5s.  per  dozen. 

NO  FRIEND  LIKE  AN  OLD  FRIEND.     1 8mo.  6d. 
VILLAGE  CONVERSATIONS  on  the  LITURGY  of 

the  CHURCH  of  ENGLAND.  By  the  Rev.  GEORGE  DAVYS, 
Bishop  of  Peterborough.  18mo.  Is. 

By  the  same  Author, 

VILLAGE  CONVERSATIONS  on  the  PRINCIPAL 

OFFICES  of  the  CHURCH.  Forming  a  Sequel  to  the  above. 
18mo.  Is. 

THE  CURATE  CATECHISING ;  or,  an  Exposition 

of  the  Church  Catechism.  By  the  Rev.  W.  THISTLETH\VAITE, 
A.  M.  8d.  Sixth  Edition.  18mo.  Is. 

By  the  same  Author, 

THE   CHURCH     COMMUNICATING;     or,    An 

Exposition  of  the  Communion  Service  of  the  Church  of  England. 
18mo.  6d. 


J.    HATCHARD    AND    SON.  31 


TUPPER    M.    F.-PROVERBIAL  PHILOSOPHY.    A  Book 
of  Thoughts  and  Arguments,  Originally  treated.    By  MARTIN  FARQUHAR 
TUPPER,  Esq.,  of  Christchurch,  Oxford.     Sixth  Edition.     Post  8vo.  cloth, 
7s. 
"  A  work  which  may  be  read  over  and  over  again  with  pleasure  and 

profit."— Post. 

—  THE  SECOND  SERIES  of  PRO  VERBIAL  PHILOSOPHY. 
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